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THE PREFACE. 


IMILAR to what the Saviour did, when he ſojourned 
among finners, in ſeeking, by all poſſible means, at the 
expence of all that he had, and with. inexpreſſible ſufferings, 
to ſave them from fin and hell; men, in a right ſtate of mind, 
now do, ſeeing they need no motive, from thoſe in a wrong 
one, but a ſenſe. of their preſent, and a foreſight of their fu- 
ture miſery, to induce them to endeavour,.by the greateſt 
labour, loſs, and ſufferings, to deliver them from it. But this 
laudable labour, without ſinners conſent to, and actual con- 
currence with, is unſucceſsful. And the want of ſucceſs, in 
the Sayiour's caſe, is proof enough that it. cannot otherwiſe 
be, conſiſtently with his way of pore notwithſtanding ' 
his being perfectly able, willing, and ready to do it. This 
is illuſtrated by analogy, by his having furniſhed the earth 
with materials, to make it. ſufficiently fruitful, for all its 
inhabitants; but has decreed that a great degree, of that 
| ſufficiency, ſhould depend on their culture, obſerving ſeaſons, 
arranging roots and feeds, plucking up pernicious. things, 
preſerving profitable ones, and putting them to the moſt pro- 
per purpcſes.,. So thoſe, who have ſinned and corrupted their 
Luk, cannot, by the Lora's acting, be brought to, and kept 
in a better condition, without their. voluntary repentance, 
reformation, faith, and obedience; which but few, through 
the madneſs of many, 15 prefer to ſin and ſuffering as ow 

at the pains to perform. Neither can the miniſtry of man, 
how proper and powerful ſoever, deſtroy the force of men's 
Free-agency, and make them do their duty. But, though 

they cannot be forced, yet human efforts, in concurrence 
with the Lord's aid, if they be ſuch, in the matter and man- 
ner of them, as they ſhould be, may be of ſome ſervice. 
'The matter, whether general example, or particular actions, 

or preaching, or ſpeaking, or writing, ſhould have a direct 

.., tendency to convince them of the evil of fin, unbelief, and 
diſobedience, to dilluade from the practice of them, and ex- 
cite to repentance, reformation, faith, and full obedience. 

And the manner ſhould manifeſt a deep ſenſe of their danger, 

a hearty concern for their ſafety, be lively and powerful, (as 
the effect of a ſoul full of divine life, and aflifted by the 
Holy Ghoſt). and. energetic by the forcible action of the 
agent, that, like the powerful piercing and cutting of a two 


FF 


| . edged ſword, it may do execution. But as erroneous and 
lifeleſs miniſters are exceedingly common, it is one cauſe, 
among others, why ſo little good is done by the miniſtry.— 
And this exhibits, in a clear light, the neceſſity of truth in 

doctrine, and piety in preachers, Indeed truth (although 
all truths are not equally ſo) is ſo neceſſary to ſalvation, the 

wotthip anU ſervice of God, and a due diſcharge of relative 


ep 


-}.4 
1.4 
ki duties, that no error, reſpecting any of theſe, is without 

ſome evil effect. Aud the more the well-being. of fouls is 

affected by error, the greater is the evil of it. And this, if 
well underſtood and firmly believed, as it might tend to ſtimu- 
late men to diligence in reading, converſation, meditation, 
prayer, & c. to clear and ſtrengthen their underſtanding in, 
give them a juſt reliſh for, and fine feelings of the truth; ſo 
.; | 1t ſhould make them ſolicitouſly ſeek, affectionately embrace, 
5 and zealouſly, actively, and painfully procure it as the pearl. 
| 
| 
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of great price. And, being poſſeſſed of it, if they act in 
all things, in the higheſt. degree, agreeably to it, it will ſo- 
free them from ignorance, error, ſin, and miſery, as to make 
them ſhine in wiſdom, righteouſneſs, holineſs, and happineſs, 
and bring them, at death and the laſt day, to the ſweet ſo- 
ciety of ſaints and angels. — And that piety, in preachers, is. 
| a property abſolutely neceſſary to render their preaching pro- 
© fitable, is certain; for if their ſpirit be, like Ele, full . 
favour of grace, it has fellowſhip with the Lord, from wuom 
it derives a virtue, which, added to their own, makes their 
0 reaching lively and powerful: But if, like ſalt without 
| | 924 it is dead to God, and has no fellowſhip with him, 
their word is flat and ineffeftual, A ſore, a deluſive, and a 
deſtructive evil; and for which they are anſwerable, as it indi- 
; cates they were never, by the Lord, prepared for and called 
to the miniſtry, or have, by ſinning, rendered themſelves. 
incapable of acting ſucceſsfully in it: And conſequently are 
e eee for being evil in themſelves, and for all the 
evils which accrue to others by them. iſerable men! 
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"The! CREATION, ee. 


TN Fa b Wer ef. Aeg d. y his Alg e 

created t bea den an the earth, with all their hoſts and 
inhabitants, Gen. i. 1. But, by a prior act. he formed the 
elements, air, earth, water, and fire; which, being a chaos, 
he ſeparated, and aſſigned to each its reſpective province. 
On the firſt da he ſeparated ſo much of the element of fire as 
gave light. "This, it is probable, was f. over every part 
of che 4 — which, not being c ed together, nor ap- 5 

to its ation; neceſſarily hovered. near the ſurface. 

Noe ce ſecond day he raiſed the rarified paſſive fire, making it 
expand from the earth upward, and called-it'firmament. This 
was to be the canopy of the earth; a — of erlag: +. 
to ſeparate” betwixt the lower and upper waters; and to be 
the medium of action betwixt the higher and lower world. 
The third day he eu- the earth and water, appointed 
their -places, and fixed their bounds; and made, and gave 
every — 8 lant its particular form, and power of ge- 
neration. ourth day he formed the fun, moon, and 
ſtars, 0 be them in their orbs to give Ii ht to the earth 
in a regular and periodical manner, and to be for figus and 
ſeaſons,” days and years. The fifth day dem fiſhes 
anch birds, wich a power'to propagate their kind. The fixth 
day he made terreſtrial animals a” inſets, and man to 
govern the whole. 

Man, the laſt and beſt of beings, was ee IRE to 
the council and likenefs of the Lord. On this momentous 
occaſion the Father faid, to the Son and Spirit, Ler ze make 
mam after our own image. Thus the Almighty,"1 in forming 
man, for: whom all earthly were formed, had reſpect to him- 
ſelf as the pattern: And the 1 image of of his eſſence, roperties, 
and perſections entered into man's e fition ; what was in- 
_—_ ”=_ the one, was ” miniature in the other. The nature 

1s „piritual, holy, and eternal; its Properties $_are 
dale! power, goo D and his perfections py of all 
t he is. image o in man, principall peed 

his ſoul, and was Wire in nature, princi 1 980 ity, and 
immortal in duration. And being N in f e ee, 
to God, to govern his own actions, and the world he was 
made for, he was furniſhed with the faculties of mind and 
will, and with che POT of Nt. ſtrength; ar 


&. 
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A. ſufficient to qualify him for the taſk aſſigned. The mat- 
| ter of his body was the elements, mixed and "compacted to- 
| 
| 
| 


| | wpether, and wrought inio a curious frame; with appetites 
for, and forcible enough to compel him to ſeek ſupplies of 


food; a power to digeſt and turn it into blood and ſpirits, 
by which the minuteſt parts, of the animal ſtructure, were 
| | nouriſhed and ſtrengthened; and ſenſes which made it a fit 
. | habitation for the ſqul to reſide in, being capacitated to con- 
verſe with, and convey to it the knowledge of external things. 
He was alſo perfect in his kind, and in the proportion which 
agreed with the will of God, and conduced moſt to his own 
' | felicity ; the image in Which he was made, being anſwerable 
to both. His. body was erect in ſtature, poliſhed to perfect 
/ | ſmoothneſs, ſtrong, and actite. His ſoul poſſeſſed, as 
powers and proots of a. ſpiritual and living principle, 
the properties of knowing, judging, chooſing, — hat- 
ing. &c. And his conſtitution and conduct being complex, 
earthly and heavenly, his ability had reſpect to both. As a 


— 


wWorſhipper of God, he knew his will by the moral light of 
dis own mind, and by ſuch inſtructions as the Lord gave him 
by his works, word, viſion, and inward ſuggeſtion. By his 
rational light, the inclination of his appetites, and the direc- 
tions of the Deity, he underſtood his Suey ue temporal 
things. And by the ſtrength of his inward and outward 
powers, he was, in both reipects, able to act accordingly; 
with eaſe and delight, „ „ ab * 
O thou Moſt High, whom angels and archangels, and all 
the heavenly hoſt adore, thy works on earth, being full of 
thy glory, praiſe thee! How wonderfully does thy wiſdom, 
power, and goodneſs appear; and how marvellouſſy mixed 
are. the of them, in all i:a-imate things! Their 
eſſences, ſtructure, manner of vegetation, &c. are the memo- 
rials thereof. Vet in things animate, they are drawn in live- 
lier colours. From what imall beginnings do their corpereal 
natures grow ! A feed is the ſubſtance of their origin. And 
the ſpirit with which thou haſt endowed them, makes them 
ſerviceable to the ſons of men. Were they wiſer, they would 
| clude man's ſervice, and were they not ſo wiſe, they would 
not anſwer his purpoſe, . Between the extremes thou haft 
fixed the bounds of their underſtanding, that they might mi- 
| viſter to thoſe intended to miniſter to thee. But thy glorics 
mine bright in him in whom animal and angelic natures join. 
To contemplate thy works, and to collect matter of perpetual 
praiſe, thou wadelt man, 1a ike form of his animal nature, 
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| | upright, 


Pg]. 


upright. - In which, in the centre of all his animal ſenſt 
thou didft place an intelligent principle, capable of converſing 
with the earth and heavens, and thereby of diſcerning thy 
majeſty and glory. Vea, to anſwer the moſt excellent pur- 
poſe, and to give brighter diſplays of thy glory, thou didſt 
conſtitute him, by a qivine diſpoſition of mind, capable of 
converſing with thee in a mental manner. So, being pri 

cipled with the properties, and ſurrounded by thy effence, - 
he knew, loved, and delighted in thee; aud like 'a drop 


in the ocean was man in thy immenſit. 


But man, notwithſtanding his glorious condition, was to 
paſs through a ftate of trial. In which, if he kept the com- 
mandment of God, he ſhould eat of the tree of lite, and live 
for ever; his earthly body ſnould become ſpiritual, and be 
tranſlated to a celeſtial abode, where animal nature, ren 
dered permanent by its ſpirituality, would never wax old, 
ſuffer no decay, and enjoy all poſſible ſatisfactions. His 
rational and holy nature ſnould likewiſe enjoy that rapturous 
delight which reſults from. purity, peace of conſcience, the . 
preſence and ſervice of God. But if diſobedient by eating 
the fruit of the prohibited tree, he ſhould: die, be cut off from 
the invigorating fruit of the tree of life, and be left to the 
decays of a nature conſiſting of the elements, which, by rea- 
ſon of their mutual oppoſition, neceſſarily tend to diſſolve 
the compoſition. Their ſoul too ſhould forfeit its principle 
life, the favour and image of Ged: Peace and every ſweet 
ſenſation of God's love ſhould be loſt, and every temper anni 
affection ſo changed that knowledge of, love to, and delight 
in God and things divine be wholly eradicated: And 
ſpiritual nature, by reaſon of its immortality, become com- 
pletely and everlaſtingly miſerable through the inherence of 
an evi} diſpoſition and the diſpleaſure of God. A dreadful 
N LG did the fearful podſibility-long remain unrea- 
She took of the fruit thereof, and did eat; and gat to her 
Þuſband as. ot _ he did cat, Gen. 3. 6. * a wily 
ſpirit, having loſt bis place in heaven, attempted, againſt God, 
the deſtruction of man. And knowing the weakneſs of 
woman, he aſſaulted the moſt acceſſible ſide. The ſerpent, 
naturally more ſubtile than any beaſt of the field, inſpited by 
ſatan; accoſted her with, Hab God ſaid, ye Hall not eat of 
«very irre of the garden? She anſwered, ht bath, left ye: die. 
1g 35 | 5 „ woman, 
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He ſaid, ye ball not dis. "For God dath know that in the dy 
ye eat thereof, your eyes foall be op ned; and ye full bras god's, 


 kneawing good and evil. ' And oben ne Jaw that the'tree was 


good for ford, and thut it was pleaſant to the eyes, and à tree te 


. be defired to male one wiſe; ſhe took of the fruit thereof, and did 


tut, and gave alſo, to her huſband \avith-ber, aud he did eat. 


Thus the fatal deed done, which brought death into the 


world. Their bodies, being deprived of the tree of life, 


| "| became ſubject to decay and die; their moral mind, will, 
and affections loſt their divineneſs, and were rendered dia- 
bolical; and, by reaſon of a ſpiritual and immortal nature, 
they were ſubjected to perpetual baniſhment from the Lord's 


glorious preſence. „ 
Nor did they ſin and die for themſelves only. Bein 


caput igentis, the head of human kind, their progeny were all 


involved; for ' ir Adam all died. According to their ſtate of 
exiſtence, which was ſeminal, they ſuſtained the ſame loſs 
wich their progenitors, the defection of the one being, in 
his reſpect, that of the other. - Hence it was that all the 
world became guilty, corrupt, and dead: Ey one mum s dif 
obedience many -were made ſiunert. So was the work of God 
marred in his hands; his love and likeneſs were loſt, acceſs 


to him cut off, fear and ſhame entered, the ground curſed 
For his ſake, and heaven was forfei tee. 


O thou, whoſe work was ſuch as thyſelf, whoſe 8 
is unerring, didſt approve, and pronounce wery g2vd'/ Thou 
madeſt man an image of thy eſſence, underftanding,” purity, 
and immortality; capable,” by his animal ſenſes: and rational 
ſpirit, of contemplating the wonders of thy creation and pro- 


vidence, and, by a ſameneſs and union with thyſelf in his 


ſoul, of knowing, ang. delighting in the, and ' keep- 


ing thy commandments. But reaſon moralized, with which 


thou didſt endue him, and without which he could not ſerve 
thee, Pee, L e chooſe or refuſe a conformity 
to thy commands. How then couldſt thou, without a com- 


pulſion inconſiſtent with the freeneſs of his choice and the 


nature of thy commands, curb and keep him back from com- 
mitting fin, when his choice was not to do thy will? To 


bave over-ruled his will, would have been to contradict the 


law of his nature and thy commands, and to render him un- 
accountable for his conduct. This thou couldſt not do, be- 
cauſe thou couldſt not err, or act inconſiſtently. His ſin 
then, O thou Moſt High, was ſuch as thou couldſt nat pre- 
r | 4 0 F vent: 


vent: Therefore no evil can be juſtly charged on thee ft 
that. But why didſt thou involve all future ages in his fate 
Why did all exiſt in, fin, and ſuffer with him? Was it be-“ 
cauſe thou didſt decree; that if they ſinned in Adam, thy Son 
ſhould be their ſubſtitute to ſave. them from that fin? Yea, \ 
and from all other fins, if any they did commit, if they would 
depend on his merit, plead it wi _ „and improve it to 
their own - purification and thy praiſe. This, O thou who 
art excellent in all things, was thy intent! A meaſure, full 
of compaſſion and kindnefs ! Hence now, notwithſtanding 
that men have ſinned, they may be ſaved. How great 13 thy - 
goodneſ O Lordt l. 


- The fin of Adam was ſoon oppoſed by a promiſe that be 
feed of the c]0ꝰ, ſhould break the ſerpent's head, Gen. iii. 15. 
Jeſus Chriſt is that ſeed. And his revealed characters afford 
the cleareſt evidence of his being divine and human. Hence 
he is tiled, The mighty God, and the Son of man. The mighty - 
So d comports only with what is ſelf- exiſtent and eternal; 
wich him, who is er all, God, bleſſed for ever. The Sen 
1 ef man is charactereſtic of a compoſition of matter and ſpirit, 
a body and a ſoul fubfiſfting-together. And which, notwith- 
ſtanding their connection, differed in their eſſences, and in 
the time of their beginning to exiſt, the one being prior to 
the other. This is evident from his manner of appearing: 
For, when he came into the world, à body, ſaid he, haſt thow 
' prepared me. But, as God over all, he could not come into 
mme world, inaſmuch as. Godhead, implies univerſal exiſtence. 
That then, for which a body was prepared, was both; prior 
do and compatible with it. And a- perſonal, circumſeribed 
| ſpirit only could agree with a contracted body.—And if the 
office of mediator was performed in heaven, by Chriſt as 
God-man, before his aſcenſion, it was by the acting of his 
human ſoul in conjunction with his divinity. And not ſo 
to act, till his body was glori does not well conſiſt with - | 
the nature of a perſonal erpetual- mediatorſhip. But, 
being God and man in one Chriſt, he was qualified to en- 
counter all the difficulties, and diſcharge all the duties, con- 
ſequent on commencing man's mediator. Ey the ſerpent is 
to be underſtood ſatan, the one being put for the other; 
for as the ſerpent, through ſatan's inſinuation, deceived Eve, 
the form of bereue runs in his name. Breaking his 


head ſigniſies deſtroying his power and defeating bis policy ; 
W which, in regard. of | what he did to ng 
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conquering, according to the laws of war, claimed them as 
his lawful captives. But Chriſt, by aſſuming human nature, 
undertook their ranſom; which rendered him to mankind 
what Adam ſhould have been: Adam ſhould have preſetved 
himſelf and all his dependants, while they exifted in him, 
from fin, guilt, nd death. But this duty, through fatan's 
temptation, and a defect in his own diligence, be did not 
dif 3 Hence fatan gained the aſcendency, and ſubdued 
the world to himſelf, Bethen firft acquired his right to the 
title of Dur ſeculi, the god of this world. However, he 
was not ſuffered long to remain in peaceable poſſeſſion; for 
as by diſobedience men incurred death; Chriſt died that 
they might live: H- tafted death for every man, that through 
co he . deflroy him that had the power of death, that is, 
- Chriſt's death then being to fatisfy the juſtice of God for 
man's fin; on his becoming ſubje& thereto, deliverance im- 


mediately obtained. Adam, it is probable, and his ſeminal . 


ſeed, it is certain, were ſaved really or reverſionally from or- 
ginal ſin and all its conſequences. *® Really from what im- 
mediately concerned them, and reverſionally from what was 
remote: By the right-ouſne/s of ane, the free gift came upon all 


nen unto juſtification . life.” This freed Adam from the guilt 
nis 


of his actual, and his ſeed from their ſeminal fin; whereby 
the forfeited favour of God, in that feſpect, was recovered: 


from his loins. | 
who die in infancy ; which, as it is the effect of being holy, 
infers deliverance from the guilt and turpitude of original fin, 
And it being as neceſſary, to be Jo faved, in order to ferve; 
the Lord in this life; the living are as highly fayoured as 
the dying. Aud af in Adam all died, . i Chrift 


is is evident from their goin to heaven 


ſhall all, at the reſurrection, be made alive. us the ſer- 


| pent's head, by the deſtruction of original fin, was broken. 
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Fot ag he one man's diſobedience the many or mollitude of mankind 
(S 50A%s: ] were made finners, ſo by the obedience of one ſhall the 


F 


many or multitude (0, ToAXot } be made righteous, Rom. v. 19. 
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19 } 


wel che moral eſs or thit odehee areas) OV 
and the natural ones will be at the reſurtection and renovatich 
of the world. Death, the laſt enemy, will then be ſlain, and 


all will live for ever. Of what then has the tempter to boaſt ? 


Where are the i ſpoils he has taken? They are plucked out of 
his hands. The laſt evil effect, of that fatal day, will foph 
cifappear. 34 | 

But the redof the woman, in his mediatorial undertaking 
breaks the ferpent's head as well in regard of actual as orig 
nal ſin. The firſt fin being atoned for and taken away; all 
men were reſtored to the Lord s favour, and by the grace of 
his ſpirit rendered capable of doing his will, and thereby of 
continuing in that condition. Vet, notwittiftthling, as free 
agents, they may commit fin: which, when guilty of, it ſub- 

them to ſuffer the vengeance of eternal fire. Nor can 
they deliver themſelves from fin and ſuffering. ButJeſus Chriſt, 
in compaſſion to ' ſinners, offered bimſelf a ſacrifice for the 
fins of the whole world, Hence ardon, a new nature, and 
heaven are free for all who will, in the uſe of e 
means. obtain them. 

"Gracious God, thou haſt a all Wing well! How mar- 
vellus is thy work of redemption, as well as of creation! To 
deliver men from their diſaſtrous condition, from all the 
effects of Adam's offence, thou didſt depute thy Son to be 
their ſuffermg ſubſtitute.” * And his r e life was poured 
out to appeaſe thy wrath for that offence. So did thou re- 
ſtore all the ſeminal ſeed of the firſt parent of men to a tate, 
in which if they live and die they will dwell with thyſelf for. 
ever; for of ſuch, thou haſt ſaid, thy kingdom confiſterh, 


Bot how ow great was thy kindneſs in giving him to ſuffer alſo 


for actual fin! Alas, notwithſtanding deliverance from the 
firſt evil, if every individual had been left to ſtand or fall by 
his fnleſs or finful life, how few had been ſaved! Bat, having 
received ſatisfaction from thy Son, for whatever fins ſhould he 
cemtnitted”, thou canſt now be juſt, and yet juſtify che un- 
gadly' ; yea forgive many offences as well as few, and glorify 

ven offender for ever with thyſelf. This, O Lord, 
is thy ving, the pure fruit of thy benevolent affection ! What 
favour then canſt thou refuſe? Surely thou, who gaveſt thy 
Son, wilt with him freely give all things.! And if fo great thy. 
benevolence to ſinners, what will thy complacential affection 
do for ſaints? What good thing, in earth or 1 r 
thou withhold from them that love thee? All that th 
nes bon give, and their capacity 8 thou wile Free — 

5 Conter. 
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By men's being delivered from original evil, they were 
rendered . 8 of acting a perſonal part in ſpiritual things; 
to live in all good conſcience here, and to be orowned with 
glory hereafter. This was the firſt noble effect of Chriſt's 
paſſion. But the Antideluvians, contrary to rhe principle of 
grace planted in their hearts, the inſtructions of Providence, 
and other means calculated for their continuance in well- 
doing, ſinned againſt God, themſelves, and others. And 
God ſaau that the wickedneſs. of man was. great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart wwas only evil 
ES. All Hab had corrupted his way upon the earth, and 
the earth was filled with vialence. All the ſons and daughters 
of men had corrupted the way of religion by idolatry and ſu- 
perſtition, and the way of righteouſneſs by violence, injuſtice, 
and every other ſpecies of wrong. ; wee avth 

To this deplorable condition they had brought themſelves 
(partly) by tco eager a purſuit of, and attachment to, the 
things of time and ſenſe. Thoſe whoſe religion titled them 
ſons of God, ſaw the daughters of men, that they were fair: 
and they tack them cui ves of all which they choſe. The daughters 
of men were the deſcendants and imitators of thoſe, who had 
forſaken the true God and corrupted. themſelves. And the. 
fair atheiſts became a. ſnare to the ſons of God. Being con- 
nected with them by ties of a temporal kind, they ſoon be- 
came like them in what concerned their minds. Having 
loved their perſons, they learm their ways, and of ſons of 
God commenced the ſervants of fin. Thus the. good mixing 
with the bad, the wholly: body of men was corrupted. Yea, 
to ſuch a pitch of impiety did they arrive, that not only all 

the inhabitants of the earth (ſave Noah and his family) were 


— 
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$ corrupt, but they were ſo in the ee 43u> Every ima» 
ee of the thoughts oF their hearts wwas only evil continually, 
. having no mixture of good, nor interval of any thing elle. 
And the earth aua fill d with violence; for, like the wolf for 
rapine, and the fox for wiles, purſuing and purſued, they 
were each others prey. his was their general character. 
Notwithſtanding, the ſpicit of God ſtrove with them; for 
he, who did not will their deſtruction, was long-ſuffering 
and abundant in goodneſs. He not only permitted them to 
live, but took methods, the beſt calculated, to reduce them 
to obedience. His Spirit, by his immediate operation, re- 
5 8 proved 


Z neſs had ſo far prevailed, that, if they did not repent he 


them of approaching danger; yet all was loſt upom them, in- 


bell, bow much better was it for Noah and his famith bs be 
X -obedient, and thereby be ſaved from the flood as wel, as from 
are, at laſt, ſaved from ſin through the — of 


too early in a good thing, do too much to the honour of 


that happineſs, which flows from the life of God in the ſonl | 
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proved them for their ſins, pointed out their danger, ſhewed 
the way to eſcape it, and excited them to return to God: 
Likewiſe mediately by providences, preaching, and what- 
ever elſe he made uſe of. Bue their moral infatuation fruſtrated 
all that he did; and theretore he ſaid; my ſpirit ſpall not al- 
aby, firiverith'man, Gen. vi. 3. Long and largely had he 
ſtriyxen; but now be limits them to 120 years; for wicked - 


determined to put a period to it by deſtroying them. Vet, 
by granting chm a greater reſpite,” he diſcovered how diſ- 
agreeable it was to deſtroy them, having no pleaſure in their! 
puniſhment. But this reſpite from death and deſtruction was 0 
ineffectual: For though Noah was a preacher of righteoul- : 
neſs, and publickly prepared the ark, and thereby apprized 


— — — 


3 r 3 It 4 f 
probable indeed :that / the flood, which, by being gradus 
gave ſpace for 'repentance, was more effectual than Noitt's 
preaching. This affliftion, through the ageney of the ſpirit, 
had a moral effect: For by this fpirit he pregebrd ts the ſpirits 
"in prifo; ubich fumetine avere dhl eden, hint rhe R | 

| 

| 


ing of God waited in the days of Meab. Till the flood eame, 
they were diſobedient; but when that began to incloſe them, 
like the walls of a prifon; it is probable ſome repenited, turned 
to God, &c. and therefore, though they were judged" lite men 

in the fieſp,:or body, for their fins, by chat j temporal) 


uvntimely death, che died, by being ſaved from their ns, 
7 - according 10 God's merey and fe ene 


Bat, if ſome of thoſe diſobedient were ſaved fog N ad. 0 


future wrath! In like manner, if ſome now, who have long 
withſtood the efforts of God's word, providence, and grate, 


ſome ſore affliction; what is that compared to an early con- 
formity to the Lord's commands; glorifying him, deiug good 
to men, and laying up treaſure above? Surely none can be 


God, the advantage of others, nor be too happy in heaven. 
If then ſalvation were ſure to thoſe, who live long in ſin; 
(which yet it is very far from) how great, notwithltanding, | 
would be their oſs both here and hereafter! The want f 
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and his ſervice, is what all the profits and pleafures of this 
world cannot ſupply; and the loſs of that reward in glory, 
which a life of . and ſufferings, for the Lord, gives a 

right to expect, is alſo exceeding great. Moreover, when 


| | they are awakened to a ſenſe of ſin, and the fearful fore- 
| / bodings of bell {which are inſeparable from guilty fouls) 


| ſhew that their damnation does not ſlumber, they find no con- 


ſolation from a reflection on paſt pleaſurable practices. 80 
fruitleſs of good is fin to the finner; when he is ready to 


periſn. Vea then, if a thouſand worlds would undo what 
he has done, he would freely part with them all. He then 
that would ſee good days, let him not ſin, or early forſake it, 
that his iniquities may not increaſe, and that, in old age, he 
may not have the burden and curſe of a guilty conſclence, 
nor the direful forebodings of damnation. oo 
But a long continuance in fin may alſo be ſucceeded with 


l a worſe thing; for, if the ſinner be forſaken of God before 


be die, his damnation is ſure. And to whom has he told 
the prociſe time of his ſtriving ? It may be long or ſhort, run 
parcllel with life or but for a time. Seeing then that the 


time is uncertain; thoſe, who refuſe to repent and reform 


— 
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while the day of grace endures, will find. the dreadful 


many of the Antideluvians were deluged-in a ſea of eternal 


| forrows. And doubtleſs many, in every age, who, deferred 


their repentance till the laſt, were brought into the ſame un- 
happy circumſtances. Then, when hell had taken hold of 
them, their repentings kindled. But, alas it was too late 
to preſerve them from periſning. Had they been as con- 


cerned, while the day of grace endured, they would have 
been preſerved from going. dowa to the pit. But it is the 


madneſs of many to be leaſt concerned about matters of the 
reateſt moment. ANF Farthly thing, how trifling ſoever, or 


oreign to their affairs, is ſuſhcient to engage their attention; 
but whether they ſin or ſerve God, be in à ſtate of condem- 


nation or ſalvation, be going to bell or heaven, they will not 


be at any pains. to prove. Je, without any ſenſe of thrir 
ſoul, they ſpend their time as a tale that is told. Hence, 


effects of it for ever. And more than probable it is, that 


though all know that they muſt die; yet fcw know or care 


what will be the conſequence. And ſome, to deceive them- 
ſelves with a better grace, buoy themſelves up with a falſe 
hape of heaven. While others dare the damnation of hel}, 
by ſaying 
1 — 


aw 
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vie with angels in brightneſs and bleſſedneſs; and, according to 


the Lord's praiſe and the falration f of men, will ſhine he 
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But, is ſo weighty a matter to be thus trifled with? Mad then 
are they, who fo flight their ſouls! But their madneſs will 
be detected; for when death, the king of terrors, takes hold 
of them, they will be as faſt as the men in the flood. And it 


as a ſnare into which the great, the wiſe; gay, E 
ot | 


profigates, prodigals, covetous, and rs fall, What 
then is life? Alas, how ſhort and uncertain. An hour, a 
day, a year, ſeven, or ſeventy years may be its bound. And 


What ſucceeds to a ſinner? A guilty conſcience, fire and 


brimſtone, an angry God, blaſted hopes, dark deſpair, fear- 
fal lookings for, devils and damned ſouls for aTociates, 
ſhriekings, howlings, weeping, wailing, gnaſhing of teeth, 
and, in one word; the damnation of nt ee 


a 
1 


But how: much better is it to gain che heavenly inheri- 


tance ? And is the whole of life, whether ſhort or Iong: co 


much to ſpend in preparing for eternal joys? O who' would: ! 
not have a qualification for a comfortable eternity? How: ; 


much expence of labour are man at tor theead comforts of 


this life? Were men as aTiduous for ter ſouls, they would 
. ſhine in the fruits of the ſpirit here, and as the ſun in glory 
hereafter. Happy then are they, WHT; by a wiſe uſe of time 
and talents, ſerve the Lord! Their heaven is begun below: 
Hee fliey have a tãſte of eternal joys, and there the fulneſs. 
God is their God, angels — Ind heaven their 
future home. Hence, alter a few more Iahours of love, they 
will be gathered into the heavenly inheritance, where they will 


their faithfulneſs here, they will rank in dignity there. Every | 
order will be holy and happy "I re el inſtruments of 


brighteſt. Bleſſed then are they, who, by continuanee in 
well-doing, ſeek for glory, honour, and immortalit )!? 
\ Alinighty Lord, thy power is infinite, for thou canſt create: 


and deſtroy. Nor would thy goodneſs be leſs, if thy creatures, 


were capable of its benefits. Vea, thy mercy, to the miſer- 


able, would know no bound, if they would ſubmit to thy. - 


m2aſures. But thy juſtice obliges thee to puniſh, the finally 
impenitent, with total and eternal deſtruction. The Antide- 
luvians were wicked, before thee, to a great degree. But their 
wickedneſs was not che effect of force, but of free choice; 
they, without neceſſity, freely corrupted their way. Being 
partly compofed of material and mortal matter; they, for 
their ſupport, had propenſities, from animal appetites, to ob- 
jects of baſe And to render the purſuit leſs irklome, _ ul 

addon 


Ut «TP. 


| , ſenlation.is annexed-to, the poſſeſſion of them. But ſurely, O 
{| | Lord, this is not deſigned to inſnare, but excite them to re- 
pair their waſted ſtrengih and ſpecies. And tlius that labour, 
[| y which men live, is made leaſant to Them, „Neither is 


that pleaſure-evil, till they ert in the meaſure or the manner 


| | of it. Nor is error any other then / the violation of theſe 
rules which | nature, reaſon ja 1 Preſcribe ;- and is al- 
| | ways voluntary, not neceſſitated. But though they had gone 
| / ſo far in folly as that all their thoughts and ways were wicked; 
and thou didſt repent that man was made, yet did thy 
| . ſpirit ſtrive with them. When their - own ſpitit was become 
corrupt and incapable of giving them a conviction of their 
I condition, thy ſpirit helped their infirmities. But, paying 
I no regard to his prohibitions, rejecting his council, and con- 
tinuing to commit ſin; thou didſt ſay,” my: ſpirit ſhall not 
always ſtrive with man. Yet, in pity, thou didſt prolong the 
time of probation, granting them a reſpite of 120 years. 
How great is thy compaſſion, O Lord, to the ſinful ſons of 
men! How reluctant to leave them without help and hope! 
Vea, how merciful in prolonging life to give more place for 
repentance! But when the rule of mercy was diſregarded, 
then thy juſtice took the rein, and with righteous judgment 
thou didſt puniſh- them. From above and beneath thou 
ealledſt an overflowing flood to conſume them. And yet in 
wrath thou rememberedſt mercy ; for, while they were im- 
priſoned in waters, thy ſpirit preached to them, that they might 
turn to thyſelf, and be eternally ſaved. What an inſtance, O 
Lord, was this of thy long-ſuffering, of thy labour for the 
good of fouls, and of thy willingneſs to forgive! Who then 
Would fin againſt thee? And who, that has ſinned, would not 
|| ſybmit-4to thy merciful meaſures? Great God diſplay thy | 
mighty power, in, human hearts, that ſinners, ſeeing and 
| 0 Galen their fin and guilt, may Have fearful forebodings of 
death and hell, and; if Pond, be prevailed with to repent, 
and eſcape puniſhment, But if their madneſs make them 
proof agaifiit thy powerful working then, in merey, ſecond 
that internal . with ſome external ſuffering of body, or 
eſtate, or both to mortify the fleſh, to humble the ſpirit, to 
imbitter fin, to detach 4. from temporal things, to make 
them repent, to turn them to thyſelf, to excite them to truſt 
in Chriſt, and to provoke them to ſeck, witch their whole 
ſoul, his ſalvation, that they may not, at death and the laſt 


day, be hurled into hell fre, * ; 
. 


wet ien OG *. mn * 71 15 oy 
dee 3 37; er ,⏑ aEAT 5: 52) YE . 5.k 
ny. ih, te Fawro[1/ 08 


Wen £5 40, 75 1135 * 


TY 3 1 8 n 
the nature, e and uſe of. 
. fays, « covet earneftly the beft of them; Tu 
Mt to the glory of God and the good of men. Bu 
138 from Sera, not ſufficient; to oo: 
! he adds, aud vet { e Anta EA a mare. excellent ay . - 
Ric IE in one word, calls ayany s ch An. 
0 dered ; and may, with ne ve Sie | 
| ,.the. OM of many facred commands, i be Fes ple. 
, "perk love to God and men. The paging ener ; 
i; * is a ſoul perfectly divine in its.diſpoliti propriety - 
. of which ap 7 oe the ae in in 9 and quan 
Which ſhow! ubſiſt eh the command N 
l 8 and the performance of this duty. 
r can any . contrary to, or-leſs than this day, 
duty of love. Not is it poflible, without diſchar 
have 2 good conſe :ience, and the ho pe of au lieameny po 
* thouzh a. perfeclly pure e e e and Wan 2 
we ay love; yet as man being a free. 0M, 
by neceſſity, but choice, © may or may pak love, 
72 | oy; lors in de kat, or in a larger, or in the > aaT get 


s to bo the propriety of commanding men & I Ove 
and the juſtice in pops, of them for Nox t 
- Manner, aad time, of this principles* taking place, Galt b 
Hointed out. Nor is any method of deciſion, in this caſe, ; 

_ Certain as 1 at of obler vlg b the reaſons which 1 15 
2 e /irft of whic N to the ſcriptu 
effacing of the niotal im in all men, by & the oRnce 
of Adam as their feder; head. But, to free them from 5 
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effects of this federal offence, a ſecond head, of the fas Ban fort. 
| Kis obedience has reftored-them to cheirorig inal ſtate of puri 


aud privileges. This, in both caſes ſenſe of what 
Pant Bk £5 V. 18, 19. 1 RvR xv. I 


and dates effects of which are, that all children, when I. 
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in this condition, are finally ſaved ; and ſuch as Me are qua- 
lified, by the ſame thing, to keep the commandments of God. 
But, though all children are prepared for paradiſe; yet 
| | their perſonal finning is more conſiſtent, with this condition, 
than the ſinning of angels, and of Adam and Eve; which 
was not the effect of a prior moral depravity, but of a wrong 
| vſe of their free agency. Now the beginning of fin, in chil- 
| | dren, from ſome circumſta. ces, beſides what may be hy free 
[| | * "agency, receives a facility, which cannot be conceived in the 
Other cafes. Angels and Adam, all agree, were created com- 
TEE e ſoul. Nor had they any evil examples. 
But children, when born, are but men in miniature. Or if 
|, * heir, fouls are more perfect, yet being contracted in their ſitu- 
Ation, they are, in their acting, as if they were imperfect: In 
-which ſtate ſenſe and appetite are their principal guides. And 
is theſe take the lead in life, they have, dee wait ur 
| *eftraint and inſtruction from others, a tendeney to corrupt 
| their minds. Beſides, generally, they have the objects of evil 
© examples for cheir imitation; and that being the way by which 
_ © their lives ate formed, things, evil in themſelves, are almoft 
unavoidably learnt ; which though, by reaſon of their . | 
ranee, not evil to them then; yet as they grow up with them, 
and thereby become habitual; when they attain to the uſe of 
reaſon, they make fo many parts of their perſonal; and, con- 
ſequently, condemnable practice. So, being early initiated 
Ando evil, the world is to them a ſchool of wrong, in which 
| whey generally make great proſiciency. Moreover, as the 
world is now in an artificial ſtate, the acquiring, by time 
| and intenſe application, ſuitable learning and knowledge for 
© It, has; I preſume, a pernicious effect upon their moral powers. 
-Lheir fin, and conſequent. corruption of ſoul then, like that of 
angels and Adam, flow from the wrong uſe of their free agency: 
Wich is fully confirmed by their being juſttfied from the firſt 
"offence ; by the juſtneſs of God's moral government in re- 
-quiting a practice only equal to their principle and by ex- 
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pPerience proving. that the longer fin is continued in the. more 

Batural, eaſy, and agreeable it is: which ſhews they are beſt 
But, no beitfiiandivg this, (which is the ſecond reaſon for 
receiving a. divine diſpoſition) many have ſo corrupted their 
Youls/as to be inſenſible of the want oſ more grace to produce 
"divine chatity ; others may have retained as much of theirs 
5 Thews* them the want of. more ;. and ſome may have 


retained the whole. However, ſo. far as they are corrupt. 
they are as incapable of doing their duty as if they had never 
been in a better condition; and are in continual danger of 
being damned. Now this is the condition of all habitual 
ſinners, whether curſers, ſwearers, liars, drunkatds, whore- 
eh rs, thieves, ' robbers, murderers, covetous perſons, fab 
bath breakers, &c. of all who are governed by a diſdainful and 
diſparaging pride, an unreaſonable or a malicious anger, 
a will 2 with the will of God and the well bein 
of men; and of all, however free from groſs offences, hoff 
religion conſiſts in ſaying prayers, receiving ſacraments, heari 
ſermons, reading, &c. without knowing, loving, or delighting: - 
in God. Theſe then, being principled with a diabolicaldifpa- 
ſition, cannot, while ſo circumſtanced, love the Lord. If then") 
they would have the grace of charity, they muſt be changed, om 
earthly and deviliſh to heavenly and divine affeftions, as the 
effect of being renewed by the Holy Ghoſt ; for ftom the- 
divine likeneſs only can the love of God'proceed.”” 
| To this purpoſe, the ſtate of the ſoul muſt be diſcovered by - 
a divine and direct illumination alone, or by its being . 
companied with ſome inftance of the Lord's juſtice or mercy, - 
law or providence, or whatever elſe he ſhall uſe, as an inſtru- 
ment, vente” to convey the conviction. Sin muſt appear 
exceedingly ſinful, as being the effect of a cateleſs or WIIHnům 
contempt of God, his government, threatnings, promiſes, 
puniſhments, and rewards. | Guilt and wrath muff likewiſe 
take hold of, preſs. hard upon, and be ready, according to 
the apprehenſion of the ſinner, to plunge him into perdition. ' 
The finfulneſs of his ſoul, its contraricty to God in its diips- 
ſition, tempers, and affections, muſt alſo be ſeen. From which 
Will flow the fear of God, of death, and of damnation; ſhame; 
ſorrow, weeping, lamentation, and woe; hatred. of Rü, 
„ will prepate the fout' 


8 
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Nou this ſenſe, of fin and danger, ill prepste the 
for that ſalvation which the Lord purchaſed for, and has pre- 
miſed to it, For the obtaining of which repentance in for- 

- ſaking fin and living a new life; faith in the purchaſe, promiſe, 
and perſon of the Saviour ; and prayer, with the uſe oftdehinr 
means mult be entered on, and continued in, till "mercy. fer 
what has been amifs, and grace to love and delight in the 

Lord have been obtained. And, to render the ſoul compleatly 
capable of loving him, it muſt proceed from one degree ( 
Sies in another, ll 2; be "entirely principled Wed 
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i moſt immoral ſufficient, without ſupernatural aſſiſtance, to- 
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and uſe. The mind will be like the uncloudet 


ae mayeſt Irve; The merſting cauſe of which is Chriſt, who, 


"> 
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Lord's ſervice, a complete union with him, and an habituat 


8 for heaven. In this excellent condition the mind, 
will, and affections will be reſtored to their 5 f rectitude 
| day, full of 
light ariſing from itſelf and its union with the Lord, whereby: 
the ſtate of the ſoul ry 1 clearly ſeen as it relates ta the 
Lord's love, image, and kingdom; and which, While it 
eontinues thus, will be a fight affording full ſatisfaction 
touching all theſe particulars, Duty likewiſe, to God and. 
man, will be diſcerned in alk.the common concerns of chriſ- 
Roy: And what is added as extraordinary, will be eaſily 
ſeen by an eye ſo clear and ſtrong. The effects alſo of dut) 
done or not done, will be perceived by reaſon of the Sanne, 


of the mind in moral matters; whereby che foul will rejoice 


in what is well, and grieve for what is il dohe. The will. 
too, in the perfectly reſtored ſtate, will be fo fully conformed 
to the Lord's as to have no reluctance to, but rather a conſtant 
readineſs (on the firſt intimation of his will) to do and ſuffer 
Whatever he requires; continually crying, the will of the 
Tord be done. And hence of courſe, as inſeparable conſe- 


* - 


2 the affections will harmonize, perfectly agree with 
hat fate both in reſpect of quality and quantity; loving and 
hating, Pug and fearing, joying and ſorrowing, &c. as. 


| Hep agree or Gilagree with the objods with which they have 


2 this is the ground of charity. Betwixt which, and 


/the judgment of. ſome there is a difference, —Some are ſo in- 
beuge 


1 


| of-a diſpoſition, naturally producing charity,. and one 
as neceſſarily producing the contrary, that they ſuppoſe alt 
men equally capable of it in their preſent. condition. —Others 
diſcern a difference in men's moral ſtate ; and yet ſuppoſe the 


contract a divine quality and its conſequent. affection of love, 


dy frequent acts of charity. But this is ĩmpoſſible; for no 


human efforts, without a divine concurrence, can ſo change 


che quality of a ſinful ſoul as to kindle in it a holy fire, 
che pure flames of which will bum in was gratitude 

1 7 to God, and good-will to men. This is the Lo 

Tire only: A new beart, faith be, vill I give you; and, J. 

j avill circumciſe thine heart, and the heart of thy ſeed, to love the 


1's preroga- 


Lord thy God with all thy haart, and with all thy foul, that 
by 


| 45 7 2 1 ? 


by his paſſion, procured this and every other ſpiritual bleſſing. 
The efficient, cauſe is the Holy Ghoſt, who fanctifeth i] 
ſouls of men. Others, on the contrary, have contended for 
the help of this ſpirit, as the cauſe of love to God and man; 
but reſolved it into his operation om the heart rather than into 
a change wrought by him in the diſpoſition of it; thereby 
making love depend on the Lord's pleaſure touching the time 
When, the mannes Row, and. the meaſure of it. But this, I 
judge, is contrary to the nature of a perſonal and free prin- 
1 by wr alone man is rendered accountable for his 
conduct: ich principle, as it reſides in him, and is the 
ſeat of his affections, is 15 much in his own power as that he 
may uſe or abuſe it according to his pleaſure.— And others, 
who have iaſiſted on ſanctification, of grace, as the ground: 
of divine love, have, in effect, confounded the degrees of 
| that change by ſuppoſing a perſon capable of loving he Lord 
With all his heart, &c.. When it was but in part renewed... Bur 


in this, as well as in other eaſes, the effect cannot riſe above 


its cauſe. Only fo far then, as the heart is principle with 
the moral likeneſs of the Lord, can it love him. — And fone; 
though allowing a perfect principle of grace, have, notwith- | 
ſtanding, affirmed that ſuch can do nothing of themlelyes, 
eannot act from this inherent principle, but às. it is actuated 
by the Spirit of the Lord. But this attxibutes..too Reith to: | 
man to make him the authox of his on actions, and too-much . 
to the Almighty. to be the judge and rewarder:of them, The 
truth is, that a heart renewed in his Hkeneſs is the git and 
| prineipat cauſe of divine charity. But, though this naturally 
inclines to love, yet being a 1 principle, and under the 
government of a man's ſelf; the fruit of it, in loving the 
Lond and mankind, depends on the uſe of his free.agency in 
reſpect of it. The ſecond, but indeed, caſuaFcauſe of lobe, 
is o much of the divine influence and other aſſiſtances as he 
Lord gives by his ſpirit and in the way of his providence. 
By theſe the duty of charity in its length, breadth, depch, 
n y CN Og 4 | 
Now the Apoſtle, agreeably to his propoſition to ſhew'a 
more excellent way, begins this chapter with a deſcription 
of the inſufficiency of tongues, without charity, to anfwer/a 
Proſitable purpoſe : v. 1. Though / fpeak,with the tongues 'y 
men and, of angels, and have: not at » 1 am became as fra. 
ing brafs, or wa tinkling* gymbal, Tengues were a talent,” 
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| 1 5 time, which. coſt men no labour to: learn; for 
 _ they ſpake as the fpirit gave them utterance. Now, as the 
Corinthians gloried in and boaſted of theſe, the compariſon 
{|| was well calculated to convince tliem of their folly in prid- 
ing themſelves in what was periſhable in itſelf, and un- 
F 
B A e £6089 eee 
Abe excelleneies of the gift of tongues are diverſity of 
| ud nden elegance of ſpeech, and readineſs of utterance. 
f Apd as touching the variety of languages, that, originally, 
Was rather a curſe than a bleſſing, being inſticted on the 
builders of Babel to prevent their building a tower whoſe 
||| top ſhould reach to heaven. And Had the world continued 
||| to ſpeak one language, much of the time, now ſpent in the 
{||| - Rudy of tongues, would have been ſpared, and might have 
den ffent to better purpoſe. And though tongues are 
||| _ neccllary for underſtanding the original ſcrigtures,. &c. and 
nn tat feſpect profitable ; yer, ſeparate from charity, they are 
no better than the ſenſeleſ 3 658 of braſs. For how can 
i | It profit a_man, to ſpeak all the dead and living languages in 
te world, if his foul is unholy,. and conſequently incapable 
ot ſo loving the Lord and mankind as to live to the Honour. 
ef the ONE, and the advantage of the other.; But unleſs this 
be done, life anſwers no profitable purpoſe, and both ſoul and 
[ body will. be loſt for eyer.. Nor is elegant language, without 
| 


"this grace, of any fignification... Could we ſpeak in the moſt 

| _ Porid and polite manner; were we maſters of the moſt flowing 
'\\/| rhetoric ;. yea, had we the tongue of an angel, bleſt with aſl 

|| the charms of divine and human eldquence, ? cg without 

|| charity to direct it to the honour. of the Almighty, and the 
;ntereſt of men, it would be as inſignificant as the tinkling 
ſound of a cymbal Nor is the greateſt readineſs of {ck 
and volubility of the tongue, unditected by this grace, of 
any real'fervice.. For where the grace of God is not thc 
| © centre, the Lord's praiſe. and man's ſpiritual profit are not the 
| * eircumference ;. the laſt cannot be without the firſt, the effect 
without the cauſe. Thus though promptneſs of ſpeech, and 
fluency of. expreſſion, when they flow from a, ſanctiſied ſoul, 
and Fave boly ends in view, are excellent talents ;; yet, with 


out them, they 
« bombaſt. 


| 7 
re but pompous ſounds, and unprofitable 


How evident then is it that the greateſt knowledge of 
_ te 477 APES as. +> 8 wg | 
n clegant language, ane UÞ Saleh WeIeT. 
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- of ſpeech, (being but the effects of the rational facuity and 
Well ordered animal organs, and conſiſt with the greateſt fin} 
if ſeparate. from the grade of God, are of no value in them- 
felves, anſwer no religious purpoſe to their poſſeſſor, are un- 
Acceptable to God, and unprofitable: to men. Vea, without 
this grace, they er roduce the moſt pernicious effects 

by making men think too 
paragingly of others; render them more capable of .corrypt- 
ing the word of God and deceiving mankind ; and mal it 


more difficult to renounce thein own wiſdom, and become 


wiſe by the wiſdom of God. So all the real excellency and 
uſefulneſs of tongues flow from their being grafted on a prin- 
by the love of God and mankind. And, when:thas raifed: 
and directed, they make their poſſeſſors more eminent inſtru- 
ments of pas ages the honour. of God, and the: way of 
ſalvation to men. How: happy then is the ſubject of theſe 

ſacred and ſublime attainments! Being conftituted-azreeable- 
to Cod in his excellent holineſs, having-gifts/qualifying'to 

 thew forth his praiſe, and to live to the proſit of many z all che 
outward excelleneies of this world, its profits and pleaſures, 
honours and praiſe, pomps and. ſplendors,. and whatever elſe 

_ It affords are poor, low, periſhing things in compariſon of 
them. They leave the. ſoul harren of good, E 19" in 

knowledge, ſinſur and miſerable, under the power Of evil 
ſpirits, and liable to eternal torments. On the 2 


theſe fill it with the fruits of goodneſs, and give it thaknow- 
| edge of God, make it holy and happy, deliver it from the 
dominion of the devil, and from the danger of being damned. 

g 4 4 


VV. . And though I have the g prop? , and wide 


ighly of themſelves; and too dif-. 


 ciple of grace in the heart, and directed to right purpoſes. + 


TPC 


Eee > Wa e hade not charity, I m 
A #*mg. The giftof propheſy ſigniſies, 1. fotetelling things: to 
rn | [x hq Sers Me Hee 
though I undi and all myſteries. * a myſtery figniſles 
ſomething that is bard to be underftoed. And: there are 
myſteries in nature, providence, and religion. Al che works 
of Creatin, in particular the elements of which they conffft, 
and their various combinations, whereby ſome are hard, 
others ſoft, ſome heavy, others light; Iikewiſe the ſpecific 
- differences of matter and ſpirit, of active and paſſiveibeings, 
and the various kinds and degrees of intelligence, &. are 
myſterious.— The my ſteries of Providence are the diurnal and 
— Fed 3 „ W.-M : 
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and night, and the other all-the different kinds and degrees 
of elimes and ſeaſons ʒ. the perpetual motion of the ſea, which 
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e preſerves it pure, and aſſiſis navigation; the fanning, of the 
„ir by winds 1 and its hemiſphere hang- 
Po ing in ether; the ſun's attractions of water into the clouds ; 
ss being purged of its ſaltneſs and returned freſh ;- the bearing 


up of the clouds ont e wings of the-wind ;. the preſſing of 
ide atmoſphere upon, a „ clouds to water the 
' earth, &c.— The myſteries of Religion are the things added. 
o natural religion by revelation. In particular the fall of 
e ee ee eee eee, eee 
 facnfice of Chriſt for men's actual ſins; their juſtifica- 
tion from them through faith in him; the ſanclibcation of 
„ 8 the Holy Ghoſt; the union ſubſiſting between the- 

-: \{ Lord and believing ſouls; the reſurrection of the dead, Ac. 
© | (a though 1 hate all knowledge of things divine and human. 


* -{ full comprehenſion. of what is paſt,,preſent,. and to come; 
which, as it includes the whole of Being,,extends:to.all that 
>, \can beknowns. Aud tbongb I have all mira n . 
faith flows from the gift, and not from the grace of the Spirit. 
It is ſo firm a perſuaſion of, and {© great a4 lange on he 
Lord's power as engages him) to act for them in removing 
mountains of difliculties, and doing. what is otherwiſe im- 
Cpoffible to be done. Vet, thaugh I have all theſe, without 
A charity, I am nothing in myſelt, nothing in the account of 
God, and nothing to be accounted. of by men. Here then, 


wn prota men 


\C 5 
of, when all che things, wherein they excel others, make them 
F by fo much more like the devil. All boaſting then of -paxts, 
And performances, ſeparate from charity, mult ceaſe... And all. 
glory ing, but in Chriſt, in a-likeneſs to God, and in the 
T ove of him, is excluded- For all gifts, propheſy, &c... 

2, will ſoon ſee an end; and if their poſſeſſors be deſtitute of 

+ divine charity, they will be doomed to dwell in re ions of my 
{ forrow and doleful ſhades, where hope and happineſs cannot 
come, and where devils. and damned ſouls will be their aſſo- 
Gates for ever. But charity, the offspring of de lnage * 


e 


Tm) 
Dod, 80 fair daughiter of x divine Spenttes the 


and end ot all graces, and the ſource of all ſacred ſervices, & 
will ſurvive time, and run parallel with the a s of eternity) 


in unutterable > om and 1 Happy be 
how excellent, how then is chari 
yond deſeription'ie' the hearty offi of it! rd , 
- 3. And theuyh I beftow all my goods" 1s furd the . 2 
5 ] give iy body ts be burned,” and baue wat charity, iti 
J erb me noth ing "Theſe words advance, beyond the pre- 
ceding, the excellency of charity by exhibiting the unproſit- 
ableneſs of the largeſt Hberaſity, and giving the body to be 
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-burnt without it. The emmy 9 the poor is one of the ral # 


cipal duties of chriſtianity : It has many commands to requi 


it, and promiſes of reward to encourage it. St. Paul ſaye, : 


Forget not to do good and to communicate, for with fun 


<< ſacrifices: God-is well pleaſed.” "Andheccharges them that 


% Are rich in this world to be rich in good works, to be 


ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate, laying up for 
3 Due a good foundation for the time to come, that 
i they may lay hold on eternal life : For he that giveth to 
 «« the; poor lendeth to the Lord, and what he lapeth out 
4 err be paid him again.“ What is given is not, as ſome 
fſuppoſe, Joſt, Lewd lent to him who will repay it with ample- 
| —_— iFor the gent of God in, man's fannt aten, 
and conſequently Fog 8 reward, will prinei 

having done or not done theſe akte o en 

Ile that ziveth to the poor, and to the . of Chriſt's 
| myſtieal y in. patticular, as-he hath ability, time, and op- 
portunity, ſhall go into- life eternal, and he that hath not 


done ſo, "Tha go into everlaſting puniſhment, Mat. xv. But © 
as the Saviour and St. Paul ſeem to differ; to reconcile hem, 
— ſhew the propriety. of both, it is neceflary to obſerve that: | 


proceed * different principles. | The account; bete 
given Thy Chri 


But, in order to underſtand this aright, it muſt be ob- 


ſerved that it is not miniſtering to æke poor that confſtitates a | 4 
man righteous. Rather, in the caſe of thoſe who never ſinned, 


1 1 


Ti 


righteouſneſs is a full conformity to God in holineſs of heart] » 
and life; and, in that of thoſe who have ſinned, it is remiſſon 


of fin and a centred abu: For with,the heart man belieweth 


ante righteouſneſs. It 1s this that conſtitutes a ſinner righteous: * | 
Doing good is the conſequence of this conſtitution- Now 


* * by giving 411 his — to feed e 
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is, that the righteous ſhall go into eternal | 5 
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wer hich may be done without this Kind of eonflitutiong © 


acting from pride; or for applauſe, or from human ſympathy,. 
er to procure a , or a place in heaven, or for any other 
teaſon wherein the love of God and mankind is not concerned: 
and therefore they perfectly agree; only the one ſpeaks of a 
perſon acting from a right, and the other from a wrong prin- 
elple; he that acts from a right principle, ſhall have reward 
according to his works, but he that acts from a wrong one, 
though he give all his goods to the poor, ſhall perith for 
Hence then it- is certain, that, without charity as the 
moving cauſe, and the glory of the Lord and the advantage of 
. as on feeding-the —. of no ſervice to the ſoul. 
1 give all m) , not a part only; piece by piece to the 
5 not 93 — 4, 1 live, not 
will when I die, without proper motives and views, it 
profiteth- nothing either here or: hereafter; inaſmuch as it 
neither ſprings from grace, nor is done with a right deſign; 


and the pon being unholy, is incapable of à reward in 
5 —:. 7 F | BE 8 


glory, e « 9 96" Cr e 

And as the giving of all that a man hath, to the poor, 
proſiteth nothing without charity; ſo neither does martyrdne 
: burnt, and bau nat — TI Foam - This is che 
ſtrongeſt outward proof that can be given of ſincerity in reli - 
gion. For as moſt: men will give all that they have rather 


5 than die, ſo he, that giveth his life, parts with what others 


prize above all earthly: price. And yet, if a man go ſo far 
rather than renounce a true or a falſe religion, and be not led 
thereto by the love of God and man, to obey the one and 
embolden the other, it profiteth nothing; for the burning of 
the body will not ſupply the place of a ſanctiſied ſoul; nor 
be accepted of God as a ſubſtitute for love and the ſerviees 
Wich what propriety then does the Apoſtle here ſpeak! How. 
he militates againit men's miſtakes! Charity, which covereth 
- a multitude of ſins, being interpreted of the outward act. 
and accounted meritorious; is, by many, ſubſtituted in the- 
place of the Saviour, as they think to be ſaved for their much 
giving. But with ſuch ſacrifices, ſeparate from charity, God 
1 not well pleaſed. They are excellent in the caſe of thoſe»: 
who have that grace, but in none elſe. Whoever then would 


( be ſaved, mutt-lay another foundation than feeding 8 | 
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| and giving his body to be burnt, inſomuch as they- . 
without charity. And, . without it, notwithſtanding his doiſſg 
and ſuffering, he differs but little from the devil. Yea, in 
diſpoſition, deſign, &c. they are the ſame; and in all ag 

_ contrary to the Lord as they can be; for God is love, and 
delights to communicate his goodneſs to all creatures capable 
of it, that their happineſs may be according to the nature and 
degree of their capacity, and run parallel with it in conti - 
nuance. This is the nature and property of God. But with 
thoſe, deſtitute of divine charity, it is not ſo; for, as a con- 
ſequence of their contrariety to God, they are their own centre 
and circumference; do all from their.own- ſenſeleſs, ſinful, 
ſelfiſh ſpirit, and for their own- intereſt, eaſe, and honour. 
So, their works being neither wrought in the love of God 
nor man, nor for the honour. of the one, nor the advantage 
of the other, they may give all their goods to the poor, and 
their bodies to be burnt,' and yet be loſt for ever. 
Now the Apoſtle, in the preceding verſes, having ſhewn 
the excellencies of charity, and how far it exceeds all other 
ſpiritual gifts; proceeds, in the four following, to deſcribe 
its nature: Charity ſuffereth long and is kind'; charity 'ewviets | 
not; vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, does not bebaue itſelf 
unſcemly, feeketh not her own, is not eafily provoked; thinketh'nd | 

evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but — in the truth; Beareth | 
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 'endureth” all 
. things, Theſe are the properties of charity. We will begin 
with the firſt. Charity ſuffereth long. Now macrothymei ſigni- 
fies patience, or ſlowneſs to anger, by which men govern'their | 
- tempers when injured of others. A grace highly neceſſary, 
and of exceedingly great ſervice; for ſome are ſo ſierce ant 
haſty, that, like tinder, they catch at every ſpark of provoca= | 
tion, and become uneaſy both to themſelves and others. Now | 
charity corrects this haſtineſs of ſpirit, and gives men a greater 
command of themſelves than tobe thus inflamed ; for it ſaffereth 
long. Hence then, as it preſerves from precipitate proceed- 
ings, it prevents many evils and inconveniences. But more 
eſpecially it militates againſt all retaliation of wrongs, of 
rendering evil for evil. There are ſome, who, when juſtly MM 
offended, meditate revenge :-but charity, which ſuffereth long, f 
is not haſty to requite an injury; the charitable man, if wronged, 
wrongs not again. Nor in caſe of delay, will he ſtand with 
his debtors for a day, or take all the advantage which the ñ³⁵ 

law allows. He does not A Pas gy the firſt offence, 
by £ but i 
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but waits to overcome evil with good, being willing to com 
with conſiſtent terms of accommodation, and accept the 
: y ſubmiſſion. r STALLED: TO ALES  Drobg 
Bat as the Lord's long-ſuffering ſees an end; and increaſes 
the ſeverity, of his juſtice, when finners, inſtead of being led 
thereby to repentance, are hardened in their ſins: fo if 
men, through the forhearance of others, do not ceaſe, but 
add to their injuries, they fi r&it-all right to charity; which. 
in ſuch eaſes, is better exerciſed in the puniſhment, than in 
te pardon of them. But though -this is right; yet it is 
charity's. laſt act, and is only exerciſed in matters of great 
moment; for, as ſome things diſpleaſe without doing much 
Burt, and as other things, that are hurtful, are done without 
deſign; charity, which ſuffers long and forgives much, will ; 
forgive ſuch innocent and undeſigned offences. And where © 
the damage is greater and mare voluntary, and the offender 
irreclaimable by milder methods; the charitable man will not 
ſeek right: by. private revenge, but leave it to him to whom 
vengeance belongs, who will either do it. himſelf or by thoſe 
whom he hath. appointed to execute wrath on them that do 
evil. But, in this legal way of redreſſing wrong, he will not 
uſe indirect arts, nor exceed a juſt reparation, In a word, 
Charity, which is the fruit of the image of God, will imitate 
“bis example, ſuffer long, forgive much, and puniſnh only when 
it Will profit the offender, or when there is no place for 
_ Charity it kind. The difference betwixt this and the other 
is, that the former helps us to bear and ſuſſer evil, and the 
atter to wiſh and do gocd: This then, by adding loving 
Eindneſs to lcrg-ſufferirg, is an bigber act ef charity. 
Chreſeue tai ſignifies gentler eſs and benignity of ſpirit; Which 
iſpoſe men to be benevolent and beneficent: 'The former 
ſfrelpecting the inward, and the latter the outward man. 
J Benevolence conſiſts in wiſhing well to another's welfare; and 
il A a ſympathy ſuitable to theig ſtate; a rejcieing in 


— — _ — 2 —ͤ— 


their , and a ſorrow in their ſufferings. It likewiſe 7 
ews.Jtſelf in acts of beneficence by ſupplicating the Lord © 
for them, that ſpiritual bleſſings, metey and grace may be 


given, that their ſculs may be ſaved, and that they may be 
| 14 Franfal in every. goed word and work: for charity, which 
originates in and iſſues from the image of God, raiſes the ſou] 
above the low conſiderations of this life to things of a ſub- 
lime, a ſpiritual and eternal nature. Hence, as the effect 2 # 
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fire tor ſouls, proportionable to their value above mortal 
bodies and material things. And: indeed charity is never ſo 
kind as when it is labouring to promote the ſpiritual profit 
of men. This is its principal employ : herein mort eſpecially 0 


it imitates its author; for God, whoſe oodneſs to bodies 1 
abundant, beftows, notwithſtanding, his beſt benefits on ſouls. 
Nor will all other things anfwer any great and Taſting Foo: 
poſe ; for if a man had the whole temporal world; WI 
the ſalvation of his ſoul; it would fipnify nothing. | 
charitable man conſiders this, and calculates his kindriefs 'Y 
; accerdi ly. He knows that man has a ſoul which will fur- 
vive his body: He ſees its wretchedneſs by the outward ſign 
of a ſinful life: He diſcerns its danger by its deſerts :''He 
weeps over it, FR wiſhes it were well: He: cares for it, hav” 
therefore miniſters the kindneſs of reproof, inſtruction; & c. 
to prevent its deſtruction, and promote its falyation.- And 
from the ſame benevolent diſpoſition acts of temporal bene 
cence flow ; ſuch as feeding the poor, closing the naked. * 
viſiting the ſick, relieving. the oppreſſed, inftri fone i, 
ncrant, reſolving the doubtful, comforting the-aMi 
doing all the good conſiſtent with times circumſtances, na 
for kindneſs makes every man's condition our own, whereby 1 ; 
we become affected toward them, as we would be toward our- 1 
ſelyes in ſimilar circumſtances. Kindneſs likewiſe ſoftens and 7 
fweetens men's ſpirits, and makes them affable and eaſy. to be“ 
treated with. It alſo renders them converfable, complaifant z f 5 
and ae Yea, being free and ingenuous, it pives 7, 
honour to all to — ci it is due, and compEes,:as far as it con- 1 
_ +fiſtently. can, with all conditions of men. The kindneſs vf 
charity too extends to all orders of men, and to all of e 
order: As ave have opporinnity: ler , gard u all "nem, 
None, no not enemies, Are to be excluded from our kin lags 
Lowe, ſaich ab Lord, i, do good to' them that bite © 
Im and pray fer them , ac efpitefitlly's — and penſecuie you. 
ea, the worſe men are, the greater neceſſity there ig t be 
| kind to them in inſtructing, reproving, praying fot them. I 
Being moſt out of the way, and expoſed to Th dans 
ger; charity cannot ſhew greater kindneſs than when it caſts 
a ray of pity, on them, and ſecks to ſave them, from ſin and 
ſuffering, by provoking them to confider their ways, emem. 
ber their latter end, and turn to the Lord. This is cpi 
„ * Cries, Flow * 1 lov: Hur Jelly 3 | 
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at my vepriof, and I ⁊uill pour out m irit unte you, and ye 
Fall live, And yet NT which 2 to all, can — 5 
| Þiftently prefer relations before ſtrangers, friends before foes, 
and good men before bad: for when the Apoſtle commands 
| by to 25 > all men, he adds, gſpecially to the houſehold 
af faith. WEE Meg 

How wonderful à grace p en is the charity which makes 
wen patient and . bleſſing for curſing, overcome 
evil wich good, and delight to promote others proſperity ! . 
And yet it is only what it ought to be; for all ſhould be diſ- 
poſed to contribute, to all orders and degrees of men, what- 
ever may tend to their temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal welfare. 
It is the diſpoſition of the Deity, who is the pattern of all 
perfection, and whom to imitate is man's higheſt honour: 
and, by neceſſary conſequence, the cloſer the imitation, the 
ne more honourable it is. When then the godlike law of 
Joye is perfectly written on the heart, kindneſs' becomes con- 
I fpicuous, ſhines forth in beams of bleflings, in civil deport- 

"ment, in ſweetneſs of expreſſion, and in every other poſſible 
ey to make them ſenſible of its ſalutary influence for their 
\ | dalyation, Ke. 5 * WR 
.. | Charity enuieth nat. From the kindneſs of charity, which 
„  delighteth-to.do good, the Apoſtle proceeds to that which 
| -| envies not others their own good. Zeloi, taken in a good 


' | ſenſe, ſignifies a pious and well ordered zeal for the glory of 
od, and the good of men. But there is another Lind of 
. + zeal, which St. James ſtyles Picros gelost, a bitter zeal, and 
+ } which St. Paul calls cli, emulation, and ranks among the 
Works of the fleſh; which denotes inordinate deſires and too 
_ | eager purſuits after the profits and honours of the world, eſ- 
| pecially that part of them which is the property of other per- 
ons, and which, in conſequence, makes them envy others. 
It is in this ſenſe that charity envieth not. Now enyy makes 
men repine at another's proſperity ; and often appears in diſ- 
| + Paraging expreſſions and other methods which militate againſt 
that for which they envy them. The objects of envy are 
generally the gifts of the mind or fortune. And ſome can- 


1 
n 


| 162 not endure that others ſhould be thought wiſer or better than 
| themſelves, as thinking that all, which is fpoken Ing of 
others, is a detracting from themſelves ; and therefore they 


take all opportunities to diſparage their abilities, and leſſen 
Ithem in the eſteem of others. Others are grieved at the tem- 
. \poral advancement of ſome, aſcribing all their preferment 


a 
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er to favour and fortune, than to any p-rfonal merit or | 


nels predominate ; for he that hari high apy, > of himſelf, 


five to a fo 


© 


one. 
Now en 


But alas ! how little of this is found 
_ delight in their neighbour's pra: 
adv 


In à word, 
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V 
dee hinders che happineſs of him that has it here, and qua- 

6 him for the Teftleſs converſation of furies hereafter,— 
How happy then are they, who have the grace of charity! 
(They can imitate the moſt excellent; enjoy and be ſatisfied 
| + \ with their own proſperity, and find pleaſure in that of others; 
Jean applaud their parts and performances, and rejoice in their 
ll! + | fucceſs. How divine a grage is that which | does this ! And 


bow much to be defieed? | pes 
Obarity vaunteth not itſelf : The love which envieth not 
| 1 others, does not vaunt itſelf. Perpereuetia ſignifies too great 
ectation of outward ſhew. "There were ſome, in the Apo- 
tles days, who uſed their gifts more for their own glory than 
the edification of others; they affected to ſpeak with tongues 
not underſtood by the hearers. Others affected fine, elegant, 
and ornamented language; by which they ſought rather to 


= than profit their hearers. And ſome uſed their gifts to 


divide the church, and become heads of parties; with Dia- 
has they ſougMt pre-eminence, and defired to prefide.—. 

Now charity corrects this vanity by teaching us to uſe gifts 

3 4 the honour of the giver, and to bar his glory before our 

don. It likewiſe exeites us to act for the edification of others, 

//-* not ſecking their applauſe or preferment, but to do them 

[+ and fave their fouls. Thus though knowledge, ſeparate from 

| ; charity, elates and looks to its own ends only, yet charity- 

| | humbles and looks to the ends of others alſo; it corrects the 

I 


Windy quality of knowledge, and renders it ſerviceable to. 
! mankind. | But though charity vaunteth not itſelf, it does not 
pProhibit the uſe of tongues, nor the elegance of language, but 
i; only the abuſe of them. There is a natural deſire of glory, 
which is both innocent and edifying, and without which 
man will neither do much for the honour of God, nor the 
ood of men; for, in ſteering our- courſe aright through the 
23 waves of proſperity or adverfity, which threaten a wreck in 
religion, there is need of fail as well as ballaſt to make the 
bart move with a ſufficient degree of motion. But befides 
the fault of abuſing ſpiritual gifts, there was another, viz. the 
"3 { conferring of the gifts of fortune with a vaunting air, rather 
rom a deſire of praiſe than a charitable principle towards the 
3 | poor. This was the fault of the Phariſees, who ſounded a 


j trumpet to make men ſenſible of their alms; they aimed prin- 
| 3  cipally at the applauſe of men, and fiſhed for honour ihe 
| }. baits of charity. | 27 
No the grace of charity, reduced to practice, is the beſt 
\ | | | remedy 


their own 


as the effect does from the cauſe. Phyfroutai ſignifies an in- 
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remedy for this. It teaches ns to do all our good works from 
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love to God, our neighbour, and ourſelves. Love to the 
Lord makes us regard his image in every man: And as the Þ 
worſt of men have his natural image in ſpirituality and im- 
mortality, and others his moral image in holineſs and happi- 
neſs alſo; ſo charity teaches us to do them good for the ſake 
of the relation they have to him. And as our neighbours are 
parts of ourſelves, and ſubje& to the ſame wants and infir- 3 
mities, when we do them on that account, our charity Þ 
moves in a right ſphere.— Moreover the Almighty not oniyx 
commands, but encourages us to do good works, promi ſin 
that what is ſpent, in that way, ſhall be reſtored an bande . 
fold either in kind or value. Seeing then that good may. be 
done to others with an eye to our own intereſt; ſo when win 
one eye we pity the poor, and place the other on the x- 
- compence of reward, our charity is done as the Lord hath 
commanded, and in a way wherein he has promiſed to re- 
Hence then tho charity does not forbid the uſe of tongues, 
nor of ornamented language, yet it does not boaſt of theſe 
abilities, nor uſe them for popular applauſe, or to gain the 
name of great, or wiſe, or knowing; but preſſeth them into 
the ſervice, and ſacriſiceth them to the honour of God, and 
the good of men. And fo far as the ſubject, of this excellent 
grace, is furniſhed with theſe extraordinary things, they en- 
der him ſubſervient to the moſt profitable purpoics Happy : 
then the heart, where the grace of charity reigns! But þap- - 
i po he whoſe abounding a ilities, of mind and fortune, are 
lanctiſied by it, and ſacrificed to proper objects! Such, in 
their ſphere, imitate. the Almighty parent of , Whoſe 
beneficence is ſcattered with a bountiful hand. From a prin*\ 
_ Ciple of ow to God and humanity to man, and an intereſt of 
ey act; and thus duty to God and man, and. 
advantage to ourſelves harmonize; and as the former abounds, Vi 
the latter increaſes. But charity is the ſpur to, and the altar H 
5 _ ſanctifieth the * O excellent charit ,. -- 
I. not puffed up. is property of charity is nearly allied! + 
to that 25 ke oP it. y The difference 54 that LITER 
nor itſelf relates principally to the outward appearance; ſo not 
being puffed up pertains to the inward prineiple : They differ 


ward tumor or riſing of the mind, whereby men think more 
© Vighly of themſelves than they ought to think, His foal, ; 


| 
|; 
| 
}' 
| 
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1 in oppoſition to the evidence of ſenſe. Others queſtion hi 


{ Caith the prophet, that is liſted, up, is not upright in him; it 


Is neither right with God, his neighbour, nor himſelf, This 


elf. conceit cauſes ſome to doubt, of che exiſtence of the Deity, 


8 
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|; | care in governing the world, as ſuppoſing he Jeaves all to 
the conduct of ſccond cauſes. , Some, becauſe they cannat 


1 "Þ 


comprehend. every thing that is revealed, reject the Whole, 
diſdaining to take any thi ig upon the credit of another. 
Others, Who receive the whole, meaſure all by their own 
ſtandard, admitting of no meaning but Mhat comes within 
their own compatls ; hence. they weed tlie Scripture, of its 
mykeries, and bring it down. to human comprehen fon... 
Some regect all internal teaching of God's ſpirit, all mani- 
ſeſlatiens cf mercy and the divine influences, and therehy 
mezke void all the ſpiritual parts 75 the Scriptures., Others, 
in reſpect of orthodoxy, ſet up their judgment as the ſtandard 
of all the reſt; ſo that no man is ary. thing, but as he falls 

in with their way of thinking in non-eſſential things, In a 
werd, pride is à principle produRive. of many public. and 
private evils; it fills men with a conceit of their own parts 
and performances; hence, what they cannot . comprehend, 
| they either reject offreſt to their own ſenſe. Thus many 


* 


guarrel with the Moſt-High, becauſe he has not made all 
things as they think he ſhould ; with his. providence, as it 
ſometimes oppoſes their profits and pleaſures; and with re- 
 Tigion, in that it does not allow them the full gratification of 
%%% ⅛a——x—— ¾ v ]⁰˙uAlu. andere 
New the love of God and man is an excellent remedy for 
this unruly evil. It is a good preſeryative from atheiſm, foe 
| * anactiticnalevidence to God's outward works of Risexiſtence; 
i; fer [ce is Gad, and every one that . loweth,. 16 born. of (od, 
and knoweth God. And where reaſon cannot comprehend, 
| - love makes it rely. If then divine providence, in ſome. par- 
ticulars, be inſcrutable, Furie reconciles. the ſoul to it by 
reſolving it into the wiſdom and goodneſs of God, whe can 
neither ert nor act unjuſtly. Love likewiſe ſo levels the mind 
as to make it ſubmit to the myſteries of ſcripture ; It teaches 
that the Lord can, conſiſtently with his moral government, 
reveal many things which men cannot comprehend; and that 
obedience, in believing what is above them, is as much a duty, 
wben required, as to confirm to commands of a practical kind 
that are comprebenſible. Things incomprehenſible ſerve as a 
1+ crigzion to faith; and, in ſome caſes, ſalvation depends on 
«i * 5. 1 Fr "Bl * „ TOP IG ene clieving 
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the fins of the world; the reſurrection of the dead, &e. ate. 


1 


things too high for our comprehenſion; but being revealed, 


and made neceſſary to be believed, (by thoſe who have the 


Bible) there is no ſolvent for the impoſſibility of comprend- 
ing, and the difficulty of believing them, but reſolving them 


into the Lord.” This Loe is not at 1 10% 620% et los 4 


[believing them: The incarnation of Chriſt 3 his ſuffering-for b 


only preſetves the mind from oppoſing what a to de 


impoſſible, but likewiſe makes reaſon ſtoop to faith, whereby 
we are kept fteady in the belief of divine myſteries, 


though we cannot fathom the depth of them. Yea love not 
only ſuffers, but requires us to ſuppoſe that God is wiſer than 
we are, and that he does many temporal things "which we 
neither can, nor are concerned to know the reaſons of: It alto 


to acquieſce in divine revelation both of the external and in- 
ternal kind. Thus love keeps down the mind, and males 


teaches us to yield to ſpiritual truths which are above us, and 


SOOT which would otherwiſe puff up, to edi. 
| Love likewiſe teaches us to be ſubje& one to another, and, 


| inftead of lifting ourſelves above, to'eſteem others better than 


ble thoughts of ourſelves, and this charitable opinion of others 


» 
5 _ 


-ourſelves, and in honour'to prefer one another. "Theſe er 


would prevent differences and diviſions, Which, as they 


are often the effects of pride, proceed from men's being 


too, in doubtful caſes, makes men as willing to know the \ 


puffed 
up with a high conceit of themſelves. This 2 


truth, as a traveller is to find the right We of age 
s humble ſpirit, as 


end. Let us then imbibe much of 


3 of our practice; which as it will root out the pre- 


tie being pu 


ſent evil principle of pride, ſo will it, if walked in, prevent 
fed up in future time. Other ſuppoſed remedies, 
for this evil, may do ſomething, yet nothing but this can be 


effectual; for while the root remains, it is ready to produce 


the fruit of ae; puffed up. But if the root be eradicated, 
the fruit will fail. The divine image, in perfection, will be 


2 natural preſervative from being puffed up, as the native 


oy 


property that principle is humility. But it will not neceſ- 


ſarily preſerve, inaſmuch as free-will implies a poſſibility of 


acting contrary to nature. So it was done by angels in the 
image of God. Notwithſtanding, as it is a ſoil containing 
the genuine ſeeds of humility and modefty, it will be eaſy to 
act in ſubordination to every ſupreme command. Love, ſus 

acurred with and 


: 1. 
Yo) — 
Y . - 
n — 
1 2 o 
l bs 


| 


L 22 | 
directed by the right uſe of fxeo-agency,, ſecures from a ſinful 


| fclation of ſoul, and renders it ſubſervient to the ſervice of 
1 % ͤ . | FF 
Doch net behave itf If nnſeemly.” From chat property of 
Charity, Which prevents pride, and preſerves humility, the 
1 1 proceeds to that which checks all unſeemly behaviour, 
| . the ulual attendant of the one, and teaches a decent demea - 
[| nour, the natural effect of ths other. Aſchemonei fignifies to 
L àct out of onder, the reverſe of that rule which directs that 


Ei” 


All th gs be done decently and in order. The expreſſion alludes. 
to ſoldiers in an army, who are to keep the rank preſcribed 
by their ſuperior offers; and not to keep it argues contempt, 
| and produces confuſion. Agreeably to which, it is a duty 

incumhent on all men to keep within the lines of their duty, 
to God and man, in their civil and religious relations; and 

if they do not this, they behave themſelves unſeeml . 
Mankind may be conſidered as confiſting of ſuperiors, in- 

rAeriors, and equals. Superiors are thoſe who are over others 
in church or ſtate, according to their ſeveral orders and de- 
grees, from the King to the Ea authority in both. Now 
charity, in 2 ſuperiors, teaches to honour and rever- 
ence their perſons; according to their rank or degree ; to give 
honour not only to all whom it is due, but alſo to proportion 
it to the digrity of their perſons, or the authority of their 
places. Likewiſe to ſubmit to, and obey their lawful com- 

mands with willingneſs, readineſa, and cheerfulneſs.— Neither 
does charity behave itſelf unſeemly in regard of inferiors, It 
conſiders all men as being of one kind. Hence, being united 

. by a natural, inſeparable connection, the higheſt are to treat 

the loweſt with condeſcenſion and kindneſs; kings are to 

conſult the peace and proſperity of their ſubjects; parents the 
welfare of 5 children; and maſters the good of their ſer- 
vants; the rich are to relieve the poor; tlie wiſe to inſtruct 
te ignorant; and all in places of power to uſe it for the de- 
fence and encauragement of all that need it: For charity, 

{wherever it prevails, teaches ſuperiors. that they are but 
U ſtewards of, and aceountable for che power they poſſeſs; ard 
that it was given not to oppreſs infericrs, but to promote 
their good. Therefore the charitable perſon, however high 
in birth, fortune, authority, &c. from the conſideration of 

inſeriors being his fellows in one common animal, rational, 

and immortal nature, of their being redeemed by the ſame 

Vrrecious blood, and capable of all the happy effects ol it, * 
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be gondeſcending and kind, and imitate him who is loving 
to every man. This will reſtrain from all inſolent behaviouß 
towards inferiors, and treat them with the love of benevolence 
or delight, according to their moral ſtate of mind Nor, 
dogs charity behave unſcemly to equals. It ſares men from 
all ſour, moroſe, and ſurly behaviour. Some ate ſo peeviſſi, 
froward, and troubleſome that it 1s in poſſible to live peaceahly > 
with them. Now charity gorrects this rouglmeſs and four-7 
neſs of temper, and puts a ſweetneſs and benignity into na- 
ture, which make men eaſy and converſable. This tincture 
of divine love is a ſovereign remedy for the moſt dogge 
diſpoſition: It roots out whatever is diabolical in the tempet 
of the ſoul, and makes it divine, à fair ſpotleſs image of the 
meek and lowly Jeſus. And though hereby it does not de- 
firoy the quickneſs or ſlownefs of the ſoul's motion, nor the 
clearneſs or dulneſs of its conception, which are properties 
rather of the ſpiritual than the moxal nature; yet it ſo qualiſes 
the whole moral man as to make it a proper ſubject of every: 
ſocial virtue, as well as of every heavenly grace. Hence, 
tore being the ruling principle, equals contend not now for 
precedence, ſeek not to riſe above each other in their own r 
athers eſtimgtion 3 rather they give place to, and in hondur 
| Pied others before themſelves; their carriage is free, friend-" 

v, and obliging, and they are willing and ready to do others. 
all the good they can. In a word, this grace reſtrains men 
from all crue!ty and oppreſſion, from all falſehood and in- 
juſtice, and from uſing any rude and reproachful words or 
geſtures; it keeps them to juſtice in works, to truth in words, | 
bw in prem'ſes, and heneſty in dealings; and, conſe- 
quently, by retraining from all that is wrong, and exciting 
to all that is right, it does not behaxe itſelf unſeemly in an 
Ration or relation. — And herein it appears that charity is the 
author of order, as it teaches to act in every ſphere for the good 

2 the wholz. Nor does MK only ſuffer,” but, in oppoſition to 
the levelling. principle, ſupports the different degrees and} 
diſtinctions = ua, e giving to all their due. To theſe pur-— 
poſes it is well diſpoſed; for being a perfect reſemblance f 
God, it muſt, in conſequence, he calenlated to act according 
to his command. Heng then, as itedictates in teaching, and 
di ſpoſition in doing agree. all, who are governed by it, Wil 
act ſuitably. to their: ſtation and place; the high will conde. 
ſcend to treat the low with kin neſs, the low ſubmiĩt to the. br 3 
high, and equals.ferve each other. de e ah ON 15 5 5 15 
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Let us then cultivate this grace of charity, and give it all 
the e de it is capable of; let us act, whatever 
a ſtation of life we are in, agreeably to its dictates, par ar. 
| |! ourſelves wiſely and well, that our carriage may be calculated 
| | to conciliate the minds of men to chriſtianity. Happy is he, 
'who' ſo loves the Lord and mankind as in every thing to ſeek 
to pleaſe the one and profit the other ! This is the charity 
\ which the Lord requires; which man, in a fight ſtate of 
mind, is capable of; and which anſwers every good purpoſe 
both in time and eternity. | N e 
| Secketh not her own, This is another excellent property of 
charity. On æetei ta eautes implies ſuch an immoderate at- 
tention to our on intereſts as excludes. all due and decent 
regard for the concerns of others. Now charity does not ſo 
ſeek her own. But does charity condemn all ſelf-ſecking ? 
No; it begins at home, and requires us firſt to mind our own 
concerns; for he that is not good to himſelf, will not be ſo 
to others; and therefore our Saviour, in commanding us to 
love our neighbours as ourſelves, ſuppoſes that we love our- 
ſelves; ſo that all ſelf-ſeeking is ſo far from being inconſiſtent 
With charity, that it would be uncharitable to omit it. 
1 . But What is that ſeif-ſeeking, which is inconſiſtent with it? 
It is, in the general, that narrowneſs of ſpirit which cares for 
_ © Inone but itſelf. - There are ſome, if be well, who re- 
rd not how it goes with others. Theſe are like the gulf, 
Which ſucks in all to itſelf; they have no ſenſe. but what 
cConcern themſelves; they wrap. themſelves up in their own 
intereſt, and count thoſe filly ſheep that bear fleeces for any 
1 other end than to keep themſelves warm. To prefer our own 
„ private intereſt above the public good is a 7 ſelf-ſeeking: 
7 for we were not born far. ourſelves only, but for our friends 
and country alſo, and are, as members of ſociety, to promote 
tine profit of many. Nor can we otherwiſe ſubſiſt, as we cannot 
be ſafe without the protection of ſuperiors, nor live without 
WW: the labour of inferiors, and ſhould be miſerable without the 
mutual aid of one another: So our chief aim, as ſocial beings, 
\ muſt be at the good of the whole, by which the welfare of 
every part may be promoted. —To do, or ſuffer any evil to 


/ 


| 
4 2 be done to another, to compaſs our own ends, is a ſinful ſelf- 


/ | ſeeking. This is to riſe by the ruin of others, and to make 

their loſs our gain: This is ſelf - ſecking of the moſt criminal 
( 5 kind, and is ſo far from charity, that it is injuſtice, Vea, to 
1 (late to do good to others, becauſe we reap no benefit by it 


* , þ ourſelves, 
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FF I 
ut chari ree to do it receives ho 

it is 8 with the preſent pleaſure of well-doing, 

future reward annexed to it; theſe make it ent ro 

| good word and work. Vea, fo far is charity 1 

Zain by its good works, that ; its p 15. * are the pricing : 

gent, who cannot make any requital, and the evil and um. | 

thankful, who will not; for it gives without hoping! 

and does good to thoſe, who: make v. 

| _ an evil, To prefer a lefs good to ourſelves, beſbre a 

to another, is 4 d ree of wrong ſel: ſecking. Ane who 

will not ſpare a little to fave the life, health, or : 

neighbour, is immoderately fond of himſelf, al 


of race; _— — die 
the hure burch, and troubles in ci fs; 


It makes many mtrude into e — Spend bar enrich 
bs. rn na and raiſe their f formne upon the ruin of ed 
1 all theſe evils; for it violates: x 


charity! were all men governed b 
| ful ASA and how kind to 


deign to dwell in the 
may ſmooth: their rugs 


1 6% g 


| ry in ever, and co Pe Led. Vea, fin and © if 
Felf,, the oppoſers of and man, being utterly deſtroyed, 

mie ety to God and good-will to men would abound, Sinful „ 
Heſecking would then be a ſtranger in the world; for all would 

equally: m, Lor each other. And as their love would be one, 

e wound their delight; they would rejoice in each other's 

. Micity as in their on. Thus, in the primitive days, when 

HR grace was upon the ebple, telt love, Agia, re- 

—. — ine N ſorrow, &c, were common 

Sit bleſſed Patterns to all ſucceeding 5 . 


#. 


ren | 
Ir not eaſt Av TO be hüte which is not ſinſully 

| ſelf-ſeeking, as right in regard of reſe ntment; it moderates 

| the paſſion of anger, and keeps it within proper bounds. Now 

| Ou paraxyn#ai ſignifies not ſo mach being eaſily, as highly pro- 


; voked;' for as the paroxy/m of a'fever denotes not the eafineſs 
bf falling into, but the height of che diſtemper, fo paraxyretns 
| f ſignifies not the _ too eaſily, but too highly provoked. 
1 differs from long-ſuffering in this; that ſuppreſſerh all raſh | 
and ſudden anger, and this ref.raing all excels of it; and 
i S to diſtinguiſh them, it is better tranſlated not highly 

i voked. And 1 at anger and the Paſſions of Hove, j Joy, &c. 

ue innocent and ſerve to many excellent 15 19nhs is evident; 
ſor being originally Pranted by the author of nature, they 
mutt; Like his other works, be good; and, if tightly uſed, are 
the chief inſtruments and ornaments of the foul. Agreeably | 
to this it-is:faid,” be angry and fin not; * which implies that 1, 
may be angry without doing evil; and it being a dut 
8 in ſome caſes, be 'a fin not to be To; Which 3 
f 2 r is rather à perfectien than erturbation of the 
efore charity does not Four out, but-only regulates 

855 — gives power to preſerve it from Being earned . 
hi pa But though anger is good, Vet, when without canſs 

(in is evil. Some are ſo teſty in their temper as 4 * Fong be 
angry without any cauſe; and others ſo ignorant 2s to be | 
without real cauſe; lie the man, who Was diſpleaſed, * 
. Fm be could not catch butterflies. Now charityſprings 


| m that which is contrary to this teſtineſs of "temper, Viz. 
| | the meck mind of Chriſt ; and therefore ſo far as the foul ts 

| o polleſſed of it, it is ſaved. from ſinful teſtineſs f conſegquently, 
| | whentwhally/poſſeſſed of it, no part of . teftineſs remains. 
II chen, in ſuch, any thing of that fort is ſeen, it is che e 
„ che OY hh TR Mews is wh oe to ſome — 


3: 1 95 
5 4 1x & 4 * 7 » 
Þ * 2 — 1 hw : 8 * 
* 7 
5 * 


75 2 — f 82 ö O 1 e 
9 #4 ö r. 2 * TIES g 
| - * Wo | £ F T 5 4 l ## * 1 
5 a 2 N C 


WF "409 6 2. — 


= nay mg 
[eg of the conneRion ſubſiſting, betwixr it and the fx $7 


| 1 and alas” Put though 8 this i is 1 8 


r ble in - and. acting, it readers, the ſubjeR' of it lf 


amiable, in the, eyes of 3 ers, and more uncaf; to himſeif. 
| { Anger i is alſo finfu 1 M hen it xceeds due bo _ 


ften cauſe, of diſapprobation, diſpleaſure, and re rehenſion, 
eſpecially when. the glory of God, ron, and Our neigh» 
bour's welfare are concerned; but if rizhteous re ſentment run 
0 High, as to make us ſay or do any thing - that is either 
reaſonable or irreligious, it is wrong; for theſe, ate bounds 
never to be gone beyond. —Now charity, rightly uſed, pred 


; to A an rnd As to hurt ourſelves or 5 2165 lore is { 


uh ſmooth the incifion, and As pala to 2 1 a 1 p 
love places. the paſſion on its proper. object; transfers it from 
ie ſinner to the ſin ſo far as.ro Ro, 7 g9od-wil, and and 2 


erve Him i in whatever i it can, This car s reſentment, 


FE keeps | it within pro Fs bounds.—Anger i 18 Iinful likewiſe w * 8 ; 3 


it laſts tog lang, 

faction but . Ic 
continue beyond it And iv where latisfaction is 8 
muſt not abide aft 2 made or offe red; for as 
Way the cauſe, the a+ ſhould ceaſe. Much bi 
| 75 5 after the puniſhment of the olfender; 


t right in itself, uy i at, require,no. {at 


eckins more than is due to the meaſure of 2 
rning an innocent reſeat: 


tea OY 9 1 „ to hs 4 


Now aniong the many excellcnt” ea, * . ha + 

Fa ty, are theſe; it makes us eaſy in ourſclves, and 5 ers 

| and 125 us the enjoyment of what we Raves which the ang N 
man hath not; hence it is faid, 37 ed are : he meek » {or they 4 5 

Keri tbe earth. It is likewiſe honourable, it being a nobler - 

victory to conquer.our pation. than to be conquered by it; 


for he that ſubddes his own ſpi Pirit, and 3 PS it in Þ T4 | 
ubordination to. reaſon and religion, 1 18 greater than he N 
Leth a city. Mor « over, to revenge an injury is to act the © | 


i of an EXEcutioner : but to remit it 13 to Petfonate' a prince 
yu © Pretogatire's Is to . FRET the 1 oft — 
2 


OTEQVELe 


atance. of the, cndeWparty, it „ | 


erves us from this paroxyſam. of anger; it prevents its growing i 
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* property of charity is eaſy, agreeable, and advantageous; yet 
As a Tighteons reſentment ly For had BY Feen more 
| 4 fevere with his ſons, it is probable he would have prevented 
woch evil, preſerved their lives, and perpetuated the prieſt- 
1 f hood in his houſe, The want of righteous anger, then, as 
| HZytcarly indicates the being defective in charity, as the poſſeſ- 
on of unrighteous. Nor ca 1 any thing, ultimately, produce 
„ more dreadful effects; for he, that does not reſent unrighte- 
„ ouſnefs, will ſuffer it; and he, that ſuffereth fin upon his 
{| brother, hateth him; and he, that hateth him, is a murderer. 
| © -* Thinketh no evil. From that act of charity which governs 
te e, I proceed to that which reſpects the thoughts. 
DD lopizetei to kakon., Now logizetaij fignities to think, defign, 
and contrive; and ator denotes ſin, and all ſorts of hurt to 
another; therefore this is that property of charity which re- 
Krains men from hurting their neighbours. —Yet, when. cha- 
ty is ſaid to think no evil, it means not that it does not 
think of evil things. It muſt do that in order to underſtand 
and avoid them; for as the Almighty beholds the evil and 
the good, to puniſh the one, and to reward the other; cha- 
,ritable men may think of both, to hate the one, and to love 
che other: So that all thinking of evil is not inconfiſtenr 
* The ſenſe then is, that it doth not think evil 
; The word Hogiz-tai fignifies alſo to impate any thing to 
|| FE Mother - andfo hogizetai gi kakon here means * . 
benni amartias elſewhere, wiz. to impute ſin to another. Now 
charity does not eaſily. impute evil to its neighbour ; it is 
£0 to its nature to act 5 oppoſition; it would bleſs all, 
but curſe none. Hence the F he doth, it willingly 
il | afcribes to him for his honour and reward, but the evil which 
| | he is guilty of, it reluctantly charges him with: For love finds 
7 | no pleaſure in imputing what it cannot deny. Much leſs wilt 
It think evil, where it can think- otherwiſe, Whatever ad- 
mits of a juſt excuſe, charity excuſes. And where the evit 
gannot be excuſed; yet if it may be extenuated, love is ready 
Oo extenuate; for it takes every thing in the beſt ſenſe. Nei- 
ther is love ſuſpicious : it does not think evil where it does 
not appear; it eradicates n what there is nei 
ther proof nor appearance. 5 „ q 
Neither does charity do evil to another ; it neither injures 
his foul, body, name, nor eſtate. _ It does not willingly 
n FRI 
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ir rater; therefore he, that eavſelefly difquicteth his neight® 
bour, wounds his foul, and is fo far void of affection for him 
Mach leſs by enticing or exciting him to fin; for this makes 

a. more dea 2 than the other, and is the greateſt o 
injuries. Neither does it hurt his body by murder, maiming, 
or other acts of violence. It does not injure his character by ; 


— 


Mm 


- pony flanders and calumnies, Which are the arrows that fly”: 3 
by day, nor by ſecret whiſpers and backbitings, the peſtilence 
that wallJag by night, and waunds without being ſeen. Nor 
his ate by Sig 4 defrauding, over-reaching, oppreſſing, 
with-holding. due debts, or the labourer's hire, by breaches.” £ 
of promite, betraying of truſt, or by any other act of injuſtice, 
Thus charity thinketh no evil. —Moreover, charity thinketh.*, . 
good; it ſympathizeth with the ſorrowful, pities the ſick and \ 3 
alifted, and is ready to deliver from danger and out of \ | 
diſtreſs : Contributes to the neceſſitous in feeding the poor, 
cloathing the naked, and in every other way according to its 
ability: It helps the reputation by clearing the innocent of 
evil reports, and by ſpreading the honour. of ſuch as do well. 
Ihus this god Iike grace does nothing ill, and all things Well. 
In which Pol highly does it. imitate the Almighty in his 
greateſt excellencies ! Unſpeakably happy are they,” who ae 
endowed with this divine grace of charity! It is heaven- born 
beayen- reſembling, and heaven-tending. Who then would) 
not be filled with it? For, alas! all beſide is earthly, ſenſual“, 
and deviEſh! Imbibe then the ſpirit of Jeſus; for that is the” ©: 
fource of this. Get his mind, and love and live like him; 
think no evil, and do good. r 
_ Regorceth net in iniquity. From that property of charity” S 
_ which reſtrains from thinking evil, the Apoſtle proceeds to 
that which rejoiceth not in it. Azitia ſignifies deceit ank 
falſhood, the contrary of right, lincerity, and juſtice; fo it | 
is taken, (John vii. 18.) where it is ſaid, “ there is no un- 
«*« Tighteouſneſs,” that is, no deceit ar guile in him. Bur 
both iniquity in Engliſh, and adilia in Greek are ſometimes” 
taken in a larger ſenſe, viz. for all forts of fin, which are 
always acts of injuſtice againſt God and 'ourſelyes, and often 
againſt our neighbopr; for we never omit any thing we ſhoull 
do, nor commut any thing we ſhould'not do, but'we offend. . 
our Maker, wrong ourſelves, and, by not diſcharging oprduty 
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But what is it to rejoice in iniquity? Joy is the reviving 


and cheering of. the ſpirits * the doing or thinking e 


— 


t.) 


e eeable action. And 10 rejoice in iniquity, is to be de- 
lighted with it in ourſelves or others. Now ſome -openly 
commit their iniquities, ap 

P 


plaud themſelves on account of 


them, and take both a pleaſure and a pride in publiſni 


| them. Vea, ſome are arrived to ſuch a degree of delight in 
it added to their honour to in-r8aſe their crimes:—There'are- 
| 


yet do it with as much ſatisfaction as the former; and there - 
fore, notwithſtanding their art and caution, rejoice in them. 
- But beſide” ſuch as rejoice in their own iniquity, there are 
ſome who rejoice in the iniquities of others. All, who allure- 
others to commit evil, are of this order; for none will en- 


[| /rice others to do what they do not approve themſelves; be, 
| (that loves virtue, will or omg others to vice. Again, all, 
who delight in the company of 1 
perſons, rejoice in the iniquity of others; inaſmuch as their 
company would not be ſought, if they did not find pleaſure. 


| finners, who, being incapable of committing ſins 
| | delight to fee or hear of them in others; they Will be ſpecta- 
tors, when they cannot be actors. Yea, in themſelves they 


fopply the impotence of action by fancy or ſpeculation ; their 
t 


they retain their. ion for them; and if years or infirmities 
have rendered them incapable of committing them, it is not 
that they have forſaken their fins, but that their fins have 


and all who countenance fin in others, rejoice: in iniquity. . 
Now charity, which is the love of God, our 9 
And ourſelves, effectually cures this evil; for, inſte 


tion, frauds, injuſtice, picking, ſtealing, &c. have an evil 


14 


2 * 
* 


fin, that they boaſt of more thay they have committed; as if 
others, who, though they practiſe their fins more privately,. - 


ooſe, profane, and debauched 


in their practice. There is likewiſe a fort of 8 5 
mſel ves, | 


ght, in 3 and talking of their former fins, .ſhews.- 


forſaken them. In a word, all who continue in their ſins, 


joieing in iniquity, it renders it the object of utter deteſtation. 

| Mga branch of it, which conſiſts in the love of God, in- 
clines us to hate whatever is abhorred by him; and inaſmuck 

as all iniquity is, it rejoiceth not in it, but treats it as that 
which is both diſhonourable and diſpleaſing to him. Chariti , 
too, as it reſpe&s our neighbour, diſpoſes us to depart frem 
every _ at is hurtful to him; and as all deceit, detrac-- 


influence on his welfare, it diſinelines us to delight in ſuch - - 
I diabolical and deſtructive deeds, —And, as it concerns our- 

eres, it incites us to abſtain from whatever is detrimental to 
R ee, eee e 
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it wills us . prof "x rl ty, to fal. 
06 10-08 OW, but for- 


ea, as a grace reſiding in 4 
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r ect, it ĩs inconfitend both with th cxerciſed on its 


yy the practice and I) 


, 3 i herefore it { ract 


before the leaf 19 9 or 
Bot ee is the teach? dene abborretheveny evi, 


Truth is often, ſo 
a in to g 2 | | 
je re it prac res A receive the truth is to. .. 4 MY 
. delight ts foes 1 to lying and falſhood; 0 ) BY 

+8 5 VII, N others to Kenn + Sit it. e vo. {408 
to be falſe; make lies taz 2 890d, utter what tl We 
in-unrighteouſnet, * their refuge; and find profie or ho no 
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| to be pleaſed with all that is pleaſing: to God, profitable to 
others, and ourſelves. | A VENT 4 (RIG ET 80 
By charity men rejoice in the truth, it being that excellent 
grace which diſpoſes them ſo to do. Love makes us rejoice in 
whatever tends to promote the Lord's praiſe, the temporal 
and ſpiritual profit of men, and v ee and future felicity 
of ourſelves. Now truth, in all che particulars of it, is that, 
nothing being ſo conducive to man's ad vantage as to live in a 
rpetual diſcharge of his duty to God, his neighbour,” and 
ban af, For as he that is a foe to God, is not a friend to 
an; ſo he that fins againſt both, wrongs his own ſcul. And 
the joy that ſprings from truth, is alone laſting and permanent. 
The pleaſures of fin are but for a feaſon; and the joy of the 
I | wicked is mixed with ſorrow,. and will ſoon. end in weeping» 
and gnaſhing of teetn. 8” Ra „ 
EGreat then is the truth, and greatly to be rejoĩced in. Tr 
has God for its author and end; he forms the principle of it 
ll by tke ſpirit, and the practice cf ĩt is according to the law of 
| truth. 5 by the one, and in the way of the other, he 
is worſhipped and glorified. Love deliglits, yea, rejoices in 
this; with heart and with voice it loudly proclaims the truth. 
and juſtice of God, ſo apparent in all; his proceedings. It 
exults alſo when, inſlead of error, falſhood, and infincerity,, 
knowledge, honour, ard honeſty prevail in the principles and 
ractices of men. I heſe objects are amiable in the eyes of 
ebarity, ard with rapturous delight ſhe beholds thein. 
Heareth all things. Charity, according to the laſt par- 
ticulars of it, wills us to be affected with vice and virtue; 
to hate the one, and to love the other both in ourſelves and 
others; to abhor that aubich is evil, and cleaae to that which im 
good. But, becauſe all fins are not of the ſame ſort and de- 
groe, it obliges us to be differently affected with them; which 
is intimated by this property of it, beareth all hinge. Pantas 
ſegei ſigniſfies to bear with, cover or excuſe all things as far 
as we can. No fin is a tranſgreſſion of the law either by. 
omitting what it requires, or committing what it, forbids. 
And yet all fins are not equally evil, nor carry in them the- 
ſame degree of guilt, but admit of deductions or aggravations 
according. to the circumftances that attend the committing of 
them; which circumſtances proceed partly from the clearneſs 
or dimneſs of the light in which they are done. 80 fins, 
againſt knowledge, have a deeper. die than thoſe which are 
done in ignorance. And fins that proceed from ignorance, 
| | eccaſioned 


* * 
* 


from them. How willing are moſt to hide the 1 0 


15 C 
ocesſioned by the neglect or contempt of kaowledge 


men ter than ſuch as ſprin — 6 
| 3 Hence the — ws. ſay 8 8 my 


«vinked at their fins, as being Tea in a oth of igno- 
— 34 and of others, _ th TO without EI] 
e greater or leſs degree d rincipally from 
| het earive of confent in uf guiſe pg fin. 9 
— ſin dr ſurprize, or — or through 1 or 1. 
_ enticed by ſtrong temptation, is leſs guilty than he, who does 
it upon deliberation and choice. And y the more 
, voluntary any fin is, the x is its guilt. 
Now fins, in general, have ſome degree of i en and 
infirmity as their cauſe. Hence they s are remiſſible; which 
they would not be, if wholly wilful. Of this the Almi hty, 
by: his long-ſuffering, gives a ſufficient proof ; he ſpares from 
_ puniſhment, and is free ta forgive, when ever men repent, 
and have faith in his mercy through the merit of; his Son, 
Our Saviour alſo has left us an admirable example in — 
It to the ignorance of two of his diſciples, who were for 
Ing fire from heaven to conſume the Samaritans, by ſaying. 
did not know. what manner of ſpirit they were of. Like: 
they when two other diſciples were defired to watch with 
him, and, inſtead of that, they funk into {1 » he inne 
it to no worſe a cauſe than weaknels, ſayin ngs The xt 
is willing, bat the fel is weak. And w 
brought to the croſs, he cried, Tar. forgive — * 
_ #he not what they do. 
Ju imitation of which, charity, which is a god like gr race, 
is faid to cover all things. It is not forward to publi bs 
faults of others, unleſs where the profit of the public or Fong 
_ reformation of the party makes it 8 It Enes 
ſure in reporting them to their prejudice, but, on 3 con- 
 trary, caſts a veil over them: It does not make the worſt of 
a bad matter, but gives all the allowance it conſiſt can. 
It will not find fault where there is none; nor beighten | 
where it is: Will not aſcribe that to wilfulneſs, which is done 
_ unwillingly ; nor impute to deliberation and. defign, that 
which comes by ſurprize and without intention. In a word, 
charity covereth a multitude of fins. And this is ſo com- 
mon, in caſes of a ſublunary ſort, that it is ſeldom ſe 2 


= favour ! Now. religious: love extends this to all > 
7 ſoes as well as rg. bearing, wal * W 


1 1 Oy 5 
failings,” and forgiving and forgetting them when repented 
of and forſaken. N . 950 
Thus charity imitates the Almighty, who beareth with the 
rebellious, and with the mantle of his merey fo covers their 
fins as not at preſent to puniſh them, but waits for their re- 
pentance, that he may pardon and bleſs them; and when their 


pleaſure in their puniſhmeat,—Let us then learn to cover or 
excuſe, as far as we can, the failings of one another. This is 
what we hope for, when our own caſe requires it, from the 


without mercy : A meaſure, which. not many are able ta 
ſupport. | „5 


. 


{ and infirmities of all as far as it can, believeth all that may 
willingneſs to hear and believe the beſt of others. Hence, 
to Rear all that may be ſaid in excuſe or mitigation of it; for 


ſo is charity ready to believe all that may be alledged to leſſen 
a faglt.—Charity, indeed, does not will us to commend any 


4 


and warn them that fin; nor keeps: us from expoſing them 
when it is for their own or another's. profit; for. it Will not 


advantage as we can con 


perſiſting in fin renders a patdow! impoſſible, yet hath he no 


Lord. And if we expect this favourable dealing from him, 
we muſt do the ſame to our fellows, or we ſhall have judgment 
_ *Beliew:th all things. Charity, which covereth the faults.- 
commend or excuſe them. Now panta 4 ſigniſies 4 
when any wrong thing is reported of them, charity is willing 
as the wiſdom, which is from al ve, is eaſy to be intręeated, 
des falſely, or give encouragement to vice by a too candid 
repreſentation of it; nor docs it make us unwilling to rebuke 
'falfify to befriend any, nor conceal the truth, which ſhould 


raQer of all men, and to N all things as much to their 
iſtently with a good conſeience. 


probable, and pocſible, and gives all the credit and allowance 


1 


Wach to be true; and therefore 3 5 which wiſhes well to 


A 
( 


contrary to this, the angels at the birth of Chriſt, next to the 


tue in it by his ſpirit, doctrine, and example. Hence he has 
affectioned one to another. And what a pattern hath he leſt 


concealing evil and commending good. Where he found any 


Forgave the 1 injuries, and prayed for his moſt bitter 


* 


A 


all men, diſpoſes us to believe the beſt of them. = 

No the want of this charity is the principal cauſe of con- 
tentions ; for, whilſt men interpret ito words and works of 
others in the worſt ſenſe, being backward to believe any good, + 
and forward to believe all evil of them, it is no wonder if 
they entertain hard thoughts of, and utter evil ſpeeches 
againſt one another. And this is the way of many, who, 
inftead of lay ing hold on what might be for the advantage or 
eredit of another, faſten on ſome thing that tends to his detri- 
ment or diſhonour, and thereby grieve thoſe with their cen- 
ſures, whom they ſhould [relieve with their charity. — But, 


glory of God, nes qewy peace on earth, and good-will 


towards men. And Chriſt came into the world to plant vir- 
given many commands to bear with, forgive, and be kindly 
of theſe things ! Particularly in the chany that conſiſts in 

eaſyre of faith in, or love to himſelf, he always accepted and 
commended it; and for the fake of that overlooked many | 


miſcarriages. Yea, where he found nothing of either, he 


enemies: He ever put the beſt conſtruction upon all things 


that were for or againſt him. 


Now how eaſy ay is men live with one another, if this _ 11 


piece of charity was frequently practiced! The world would 


then be full of quiet habitations ; and men, inſtead of troub- 1 
ling and cenſuring, would be a help and comfort to one ano 
ther; peace and unanimity would prevail, and heaven would if 
be on earth. But alas! while a finful ſelfiſh ſpirit poſlefſeth © 
men, good-will, brotherly kindneſs, pleaſure in pafſing by. © 
offences, and believing the beft are not to be expected from = 


2 
4 


og, 


them; brambles do not bear olive berries, nor thiſtles hgs. | 


Nor can any human means, without the help of the Hef vl 


Ghoſt, ever bring fach unſanctiſied ſouls into a condition 
oo of doing better. Whoever then would love, in a 
! Ow ſenſe, muſt imbibe a better diſpoſition, be wade like 


only can produce genuine charity. Nor is any motive want= 


at he cannot ſerve God in any, and fins againſt him in every * 
5 b FL; IGE LE 88 8 thing, 
33 | | 2 


| 


her 


the Lord Jefus Chriſt by the renewing of his mind; for that 1 1 


ing to induce to it. Man's wants call loudly for it; for withounʒt WINE 


| 
is 
1 
| 
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| + thing, and is every moment in danger of being damned. 

| 1 : This is the picture of earth's happieſt man without charity. | | 
| if What then are em rOrs, kings, nobles, and all inferior orders 


4 


of men without this? Alas! He, that lowveth not, knoweth nat 

|; God; for God is love. He that, from the likeneſs of God, 

| does not love him, bath the likeneſs of the devil, and hateth 
him. O unholy and jars 5: g . It is not in words 

to paint them. They are diabolical fouls, haters of God, | 
children of the devil, ſervants of fin, lovers of the world, / 
and heirs of damnation. Theſe truths ſhould induce to ſeek * it 
for charity. Other motives are, Chriſt has ured it, God 
has promiſed it, and the Holy Ghoſt will reveal it. The 

way to find it is infallible ; for God giveth his Holy Spirit 
' Hopeth all things. Having ſpoken of that property of cha- 
rity Thich 8 all Ss, I ene ws that which 
hopeth all things. Now panta el pixei implies ſuch a deſire, 

- that others may have good things, as is accompanied with 
ſome ground to expect them. Hope is a paſſion of the ſoul, 
which inclines it to deſire and endeavour after fome poſſible 

Land abſent good. I call it a paſſion, becauſe it ſprings from 


| mn inward prin, * It is likewiſe an act of the rational foul, 
i | n 
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inaſmuch as it ſuppoſes knowledge; for none can hope for 
what he knows not. The object of hope is ſomething good 

in itſelf, or ſuppoſed to be ſo; as evils are rather feared than 
hoped. It is alfo ſomething poſſible, or apprehended to be 
ſo; impoſſibilities being the objects of deſpair. It is like- 

. wiſe ſomething abſent and future; for none hope for things 
paſt or preſent. It is accompanied too with defire; for where 
there is no defire, there is no hope. Moreover, defire muſt 
produce endeavour; or it is not hope, but preſumption. 
Now the firſt and principal ground of hope is the go | 

of God, granted to men, in the gift of his Son; for he avas © 

in Chrift reconciling the world to himſelf, not imputing theis 

treſpaſjes. The ſecond and leſs principal ground is the pro- 
mie of pardon, holineſs, and heaven, and whatever elſe 
that is neceſſary to be received. And theſe foundations are 
fully to be depended on, eſpecially while the day of grace 
endures ; the duration of which none but the Lord knows ; 
therefore though there may be ſigns of ſome being given 
up to a reprobate ſenſe; yet, as the preciſe time cannot 
be aſcertained, it may be aſſerted that while there is life 
8 p 
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Now 


. 


builds a higher hope; for 


an accuſation, when a | 
but little footing, charity hopes that things are not ſo bad, 
dut that ſomething may be found to turn the ſeale in bis fa- 


us to mics rb the ſalvation of the 
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x Now charity raiſes-a ſtructure of hope on the poſſi 
ſinners bei | 


perity, it hopes that it will be made better. And herein 
chatity is helped by the conſideration that ſome, whoſe caſe * 
afforded no probable appearance of good, have, notwithſtand- 
ing, of notorious finners became eminent ſaints. - Manaſſen, 
Mary Magdalene, Saul, &c. were ſuch as gave no ſigns of a 


ſudden and a great ſalvation; and yet were ſo ſaved. Henee 
charity hopes that What has been, will be again; and that 
what may be done to ſome, may be done to all; therefore 
though it has not a probable, yet it has a poſſible” ground f i 


hope concerning the ſalvation of every ſinner.— And upon the 
ſame ground, where there is any appearance of good, charity” 


renewed, by ſo much is hope increaſed : So upon this double 
ground it hopes, notwithſtanding preſent imperfections, im- 
pediments, and oppoſitions, that he, who hath begun a good” 
work, and whoſe glo 
it, will carry it on. Yea when, inſtead of perſevering in the 


truth, they grow weary with well doing, and turn to à finful | | | 
courſe; charity hopes that they will turn before 3 I 
e 


diſpoſition and deſi res are entirely gone. And in the cafe of 
perſon's preſent goodneſs affords faith 


vour; or, if that cannot be, it hopes ſome circumſtance will 


appear to mitigate the matter, that what cannot be denied 
may be extenuated. In ſhort, charity hopeth all things that 
God hath promiſed, and teaches us to wait the accomp! — 


of them, both to ourſelves and others. And thus it forbi 


greateſt finners; for not 


only ſuch have been ſaved, but even the thief upon the 


croſs, in the laſt day of his life, repented, believed, was 


forgiven, renewed, and received into paradiſe. Now though 
this does not encourage to continue in fin, yet it is a ground 


of hope, in the moſt apparently unpromiſing condition, of a 


poſſible repentance, 


Let us then practiſe this duty of charity by placing our | 1 
hope in God, which is the anchor of the ſoul, and which; if 


fixed upon him, will keep us from fluctuating, and make us 
firm in the ex 


a 


by how much the heart is alread7 


is concerned in the accompliſhing of 


| xpectation of receiving his. blefin * But our ' 
endeavour, eſpecially for things which depend our , . | 
"MON ; | dition 1 


bility-of > * | 
ſaved. ' Hence, though at preſent their con- 
dition is bad, and affords no probable.proſpe& of future proſ- 
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dition to be done, muſt keep pace with dur hopes for ke 
FIX God, muſt wait for it in 
or can any fail of finding it, but 


that expects to ſee: the goodneſs 
the appointed way. N 
through want of ſo doing. The Lord cannot lie; and there- 


fore wall give agrecably to his promiſe. Why then does not 
every: one receive a full ſalvation ? Becauſe they aſk not, or 


aſk amiſs; for every. one, that aſketh aright, findeth. No 
other reaſon need be aſſigned why hopes ate not anſwered in 


a” 


ſuch. gifts, of mercies and graces, as compleatly ſave from 
lin, fully. qualify to ſerve the Lord, and habitually prepare 
for heaven. But let us no hope in the Lord, and carnefly 
contend for, and patiently: wait to receive his bleſſing; that, 


being enriched witlr heavenly things, our hope may be full 
of immortality. Let us likewiſe hope the beſt concerning 


others, and be moved thereby, to contribute whatever we can, 


to make them partakers of the things hoped for. 


Endarcth all things. This is the laſt, though net che leaſt 
Property of charity. The apoſtie begins the deſeription, of 


this excellent grace, with afereth long; continues it with 


' beareth all thitgs 5 and concludes it with endureth all things, 
to intimate that the whole courſe, of Chriſtianity, is one con- 


tinued ſcene of ſuffering. Panta upomenei ſigniſies not only 

tience, but perſeverence alſo, a going on, with courage and 
conſtancy, in doing good and ſuffering evil, in deſpite of all 
difficulties. Now that difficulties attend the courſe, of Chri- 


ſtianity, is certain: Mary are the troubles:of the rigbleuus + In 


the <vorld ye ball hawe tribulation : Aud, if any man will live 


godly in Chriſt. Feſus, he muſt ſuffer perſecution. The way of 
well doing is fo contrary to 3 80 the world, it is no won- 


der that men meet with difficulties in it. And if there were 


no other trials, a large degree of patience would be neceſ- 
|  fary., But there may ſometimes be a call to follow Chriſt in 


the deep and dark ways of ſuffering, which will endanger 
both perſon and property, as well as put to the proof all our 


patience, courage, and conſtancy. 


And that theſe are an indirect cauſe, of the inconſtancy ſo 


common, is evident. Some followed our Saviour for loaves ; 
they were his friends while he fed and favoured them; but 
when per/ecution aroſe; by reaſon. of the word, they were offend- 
ed, and forfook him. Nor is it now leſs common to. deſert 
Chriſt on account of his croſs. No real objection can be 
made ts Chriſtianity, confidered in itſelf; but, on the con- 
tray, it is calculated to cure man of all the diſorders of his 
— 99 N cr 


1 ; % $ : F - 
2 * ; * & . 
; 4 4 
* 19 4 « ; 
$ - 


xt -— oY 


8 8 a * N : - 1 Y ; „ * 2 8 2 8 © 4 7 : Ts . 1 7 
' - | 72 - ; . s ; ' ; " | 6 . 3 ' Py $5 2 
underſtanding, will, and affetions, and taereby de Cu nutte 


him holy and happy for ever. That then Which prevents 
- many from embracing it is, it obliges them to obſerve: ſuch 
_ _ wethod of living, as —_— them to the ridicule” ¶ irre- 

3 For, becauſe they run not to the ſame exceſs 
of riot, they ſpeak evil of them. And that which hinders 
others from continuing is, it ſubjects them to ſuch mortifica- 


tions of the ſenſes and appetites of the body, and reftraints of 


the tempers and affections of the ſoul, that while,” through 


grace, they are contracting ned habits in reſpect of the one, 


and a new diſpoſition in regard of the other, the burden is 
not eaſy to be borne; and therefore they grow weary of the 
croſs, and eaſt it of. Chriſtianity likewile obliges them to 
ſympathize with, and to relieve their diſtreſſed brethren. 
Hence whoever would be truly religious, muſt be fo in op- 
poſition to all that the world, the fleſh, and the devil can do. 
And theſe being powerful and conſtant enemies; therefore 


unleſs there be à principle perpetually. aided: by reſolution, - 
exertion, and perſeverenee, to continue the © tion, the 


affection for that which is good will fail, and the body ſink 
for want of an inward ſupport; the fear of man, ſhame, and 
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apoſtles thanked God that they were accounted worthy to 
ſuifer for him. The primitive Chriſtians gloried in the croſs, 


and took joyfully the ſpoiling of their goods. And . in 
ed 


modern times, by the help of this grace, have freely ſacri 


©. D 


their lives in the cauſe of truth, that they might do their duty £ N 
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the moſt cruel perſecutors. The 


4 1] 


to, and not diſhonour their God. Charity likewiſe, as it 
ſigniſies the love of our neighbour,, endureth all things; for 
it does not grow weary with we.l-doing, but perſeveres, and 
thinks nothing too great to be done for their good. No un- 
grateful or unworthy returns make charitable men repent of 
the good they have done; but, on the contrary, they con- 


tinus to caſt coals of kind n :ſs upon them, and ſeek to over- 
come evil with good. Love will pardon and paſs by many 


indignities rather than they ſhould fall, into greater miſchief, 


through its neglect; and will endure any temporal evil to 
prevent /another's eternal miſery : It ſpares no pains to reclaim 
a ſinner from the error of his ways. In a word, lovers of 
mankind neglect no means, nor omit any opportunity, but 
willingly deny themſelves of eaſe, pleaſure, and profit for 
the good of others; for charity endureth all things. That 
branch of charity alſo, which relates to ourſelves, teaches us 


to endure any thing here for eternal happineſs hereafter; it 
will not ſuffer us to ſhrink from our duty for fear of aflition, 


. or_ hazard our ſouls through too much tenderneſs to our 
bodies ; knowing that the/e light afflitions, which are but for 


Ow 


moment, work out for us a far more exceeding and eternal 


. weight of glory. This grace helps us to lt not /o much at 
tze things that are ſeen, "which are temporal, as at the things 


that are not ſeen, which are eternal. And as much as a mo- 
ment comes ſhort of eternity, ſo much. are the tranſitory evils 


ol this life exceeded by the never fading glories of the next; 


for which reaſon the apoſtle reckoned, that the ſufferings of this 


Preſent life are nat ta be compared with the glories that Hall be 


. revealed in ut. The worlding indeed, and the ſenſualiſt, who 
look no farther than this world, are ſo taken up with the ſoft- 
neſs and vanities of it, that they will endure no hatdſhip, and 
thereby raſnly expoſe themſelves, to all the miſeries of another 
life, to avoid a few difficulties in this. Theſe miſtake their 


true intereſt and happineſs, fondly er . vain tranſitory 
pleaſures above laſting and ſubſtantial pig purſue the trifles 


of time, and totally negle& the weighty matters of eternity. 


f 


But charity will belp us rather to chooſe to ſuffer afflition with 


i rape of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for à ſeaſon ; 


"efteem the reproach of Chriſt greater riches than all the 


. treaſures of the world. ACE He 5 

- , Hence, in reſpect of the whole, charity is conſtant, and 
can endure the ſharpeſt trials: It is not like the flight friend- 
lüp of this world, fickle and uncertain, that varies with the 


wind, 
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. wind, and is ſhaken with every blaſt ; but like the poles ot 


the earth, that remain ſtedfaſt and unmoveable. us of 


teaches us to endure all things for the ſake of Chrift, and to 
- adhere to our duty, with an unſhaken firmneſs and conſtancy 
of mind. Let us then, as good ſtewards of this grace, endure 
' hardſhips, and perſevere to the end in the love of God, our 
neighbour, and ourſelyes. This will make us adorn our pro- 
feſſion, and ſhew that it was not for loaves, but love, that we: 
commenced and continued followers of Chriſt. And tho' a 
. martyr's crown may not be the conſequence; yet it may rank 
us among the glorious company of confeſſors, and raiſe us 
higher in heaven. og <4 ie os | 3 
| . 8, Charity newer faileth: But whether there be pro- 
 phecies, they ſhall fail; whether there be tongues, they ſhall 
_ ceaſe ; whether there be knowledge, it ſball vaniſh away. The 
_ apoſtle, in the four foregoing verſes, having deſcribed the 
nature of charity, here reſumes his ſubject, and exhihits its 
excelleney, In the three firſt verſes, he prefers it above al! 
the gifts of the ſpirit, in reſpe& of the uſefulneſs of it; ſhew- ' 
ing that tongues, prophecy, knowledge, faith, feeding the poor, #1 
and giving the body to be burnt, without it, profiteth nothing. 
In the following words, he farther ſhews its excellency from 1 
the duration of it, and the tranſitory nature of all other things: * i 
Charity never faileth; but whether there be prophecies, Fe, they [| 
ſhall vaniſb away. The worth and excellency.of things art 
generally eſtimated by the duration of them: Thoſe, which 
are of a permanent nature, are prized proportionably ; and 
| ſuch, as ſoon decay, are leſs eſteemed. . Charity: then, a& 
+ cording to this rule, exceeds all other excellencies, for it never | 
fails to aſſiſt, encourage, and comfort us in this world, ane 
will accompany to, and crown us with endleſs glory in that 
which is to come. — It never fails in this life, inaſmuch as it 
aſſiſts in /ufering Jong the evils. and oppfitions of men, and 
gives a patience and peace that are. far more profitable and 
_ pleaſant than the avenging theſe evils could be; and in being 
Lind to the evil and unthankful by returning them blefling for I 
curſing, and good for evil; in preſerving from envy,” and IF 


, 48 


_ . cauſing us to ſhare in the comforts of another's conſolation ; 
in ſupreſſing all the pride and zaxiry which make men uneaſy 
both to theniſelves and others; in checking all unſeemly, ſelfiſh, : 
and paſſtanate behaviour, and putting à decency. into our 
words and actions, which is bot graceful in itſelf, and uſe- 1 
ful to others; and, by 57 5 hoping, and thinking the baſk, // 


Te) 

bf all men, it endureth all things, and comes off more than a 

„„ e e, e 
But tho' the ſeveral: branches of charity be of great 'uſe, 
and afford the moſt excellent and durable ſatisfaction in the 
world; yet the never failing excellency of it will be beft ſeen 
i in the world to come; for it will accompany us to heaven, 
and be a ſource of ſatisfactien there; and, as it will never 
A. Kail, it will make our pleaſures run paralled with the ages of 
bsternity. Seeing then that charity will not ceaſe, this is an 
„ ; incomparable excellence; for the wealth, honours, and plea- 
F ures of this world are fleeting and momentary, being ſeldom 
conſtant enough to continue with us till we die; but if they do, 
den we muſt part, for beyond the bounds of time they cannot 
go. But charity goes farther, and leads us into the preſence 
' *of God, where is fulneſs of joy, and pleaſure for evermore. 
And as charity will accompany us to heaven, ſo will it con- 
Ae fiitute the principal part of our happineſs ; for heaven is not 
% much a place, as a ſtate conſiſting in the perfection of a 

7 — . . . 

pure nature. The happineſs of God is in the perfection of his 
purity; and therefore, the more we partake of that, the greater 
degree of happineſs we have. Now nothing gives us ſo near 
an approach to God, and makes us fo much reſemble him as 
the grace of charity; for God is love, and he, that dwell:th 
in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him. When we begin to 
{heir God, and our neighbour for his ſake, then our heaven 
on earth begins ; when we grow in grace, we bo. 1 09g nearer 


"any and gradually advance to the heavenly ſtate, wher 


charity will burn with a pure, ſtrong, and conſtant flame; 
for it will be the inſeparable glory of the ſaints to love for 
ever without decay. Thus charity never faileth. | 
But whether there be prophecies, they ſhall fail; whether 
-#here be tun gner, they ſhall ceaſe ; whether there be knowledge, 
it Hall vaniſh away. The apoſtle takes no notice of the 
'riches,” honours, powers, and pleaſures of the world, being 
All too poor to be compared with this excellent grace. The 
moſt ſpecious things, next to religion, are the gifts of the 
ſpirit, and the natural and acquired ornaments of the mind; 
and yet theſe come infinitely ſhort of the dignity and dura- 
tion of charity. Whether there he prophecies, they ſhall fail. 
Prophecy, whether predicting future things or expounding 
the ſcriptures, is a gift of great uſe to mankind ; but it ter- 
minates in time, and often expires before the lamp of lite 
. goes out. Indeed ſome at the 15 day will ſay, Lord, Lord, 
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"barge abe nb, Srophefied'in thy name? But if charity be want- 
ing, they will neither gain reputation nor reward; and will 
be excluded as workers of iniquity. Prophecies then will 
fail. Whether there be tan gues, they hall ceaſe. Ihe gift of 
tongues was neceſſary, in the beginning of chriſtianity, for 
propagating the goſpel to men of different nations and lan- 
guages, fince, without them, the apoſtles could not have taught 
nor the people have learnt. And for underſtanding the ori- 
ginal ſcriptures, &c: they are ſtill neceſſary; and the elegance 
and ornaments of language are likewiſe uſeful to promote the 
belief of the truth, and perſuade to the practice of it: But 
how uſeful ſoever theſe different tongues, &c. are, they will! 
ſoon ceaſe, and be loft in eternal ſilence. Death will ſeal up 
the ſpeaker's lips, and his language will fail. In the grave 
there will be no voice; there languages, which coſt much la- v8 
bour to learn, and were ee the pride of the ſpeakers, 
uill be heard no more. In heaven one language will prevail \ i 
and probably one that was never heard on earth. Hege.) 1 
then, as there will be no need, ſo there will be no uſe of di- 
verſity of languages. 5 tongues will ceaſe. Whether 84 
there be Nea. e, it Pall vaniſh axvay. This is not the "I 
knowledge of God; for that is a part of the happineſs of 
heaven: This is life eternal to know thee, the only true God, and | ||| 
Feſus Chrift, «whom thou haft ſent. Yea, this is contained in, 
and muſt continue with charity: For we cannot love God 
withoutk nowing him; and as we advance in the love of him, 
we ſhall in the knowledge of him: This then will not paſs . WM 
away, but improve to ection. But the knowledge, © | 
which ceaſes, is of a ſublunary ſort, viz. the knowledge of | 


arts and ſciences, worldly wiſdom, human learning, &ec. } | 
which, being ſuited to the preſent ſtate of things, will vaniſh | 
with it. So though it is neceſſary for this life, and may al | ! 
afford ſome ſatisfaction; yet in heaven we ſhall have flier NH 


truths to contemplate, and purer joys to tafte ; we ſhall he- #1 | 
hold the brightneſs of the Lord, the wonders of that ſpiritual / 
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world, and whatever elſe we are capable of, with eaſe or 
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tes much; for it will abide with us, when all other things 
abandon. us, and will be both a ſupport and ſatisfaction to us 
here, and a portion and comfort hereafter : And therefore, 
though we may now covet ſome of the moſt neceſſary gifts, 
we ſhould chiefly mind to walk in the more excellent way, 
that we may for ever find reſt to our ſouls. Let us not then 
pride ourſelves in any of theſe ſpiritual gifts, for they will 
ſoon be gone; and it is folly to Na ourſelves wich what 
looks gay, but will ſoon go away: And as gifts will ſoon ceaſe, 
let us uſe them to the glory of God, and the good of man- 
kind. By which conduct they will turn to a good account, 
when gone, rewards being received in eternity for the right 
uſe of gifts in time. Wiſe then is that man, who contributes 
all that he can to ſpread the knowledge and honour of the 
Lord in the world, and to bring loft. ſinners to their ſenſes, 
their Saviour, and eternal ſalvation ! This labour of love the 
Lord will not overlook, but reveal and reward at the laſt day. 
Bleſſed is the man whom his Lord, when he cometh, findeth 
ſo doing No this is a leſſon which all, who can contribute 
to the {Ak purpoſe of ns ſouls, ſhould willingly learn; 
in particular all public diſpenſers of the word of God ; for 
no act of charity is comparable to that which tends to con- 
vince and convert the ignorant and erring children of. men. 
'The fruit of theſe labours, if ſucceeded with falvation, will 
be found in the rapturous joy of thoſe, on whom they were 
wrought ; and, if not ſo ſucceeded, they will redound to. the 
eternal excellence of the labourer; for every wiſe, well- 
intended, and faithfully executed deſign will meet with the 
approbation and bleſſing of God. Who then would not la- 
bour to turn many to righteouſneſs, that he may ſhine as.the 
ſtars for ever! 5 | | 3 
V. 9, 10, 11, 12. For we know in part, and we propheſy 
in part. But when that which is perfe& is come, then that 
hieb is in part ſhall be done awway. When I xvas a child, I 
Gale as a child, I underſtood as a child, I thought as a child: 
2 avhen I became a man, I put away childiſh things. For 
now wwe ſee through a glaſs darkly 5 but then face to face : Now 
now in part; Fu then 1 ſhall know as I am known. Theſe 
words are intcnded to confirm the truth of what went before. 
In the preceding verſe he aſſerts the duration of charity, and 
the ſhort continuance of ſpiritual gifts; and, for a proof f 
both, he adds, For wwe know in part, and we propheſy in part ; 
and ſee thraugh a glaſs darkly, &c. where he uſes a double 
; Pp we F | | argument 
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argument to prove his aſſertion. The firſt is taken from the || 
imperfection of ſpiritual gifts, which, being inconſiſtent with / | 
heaven, will be done away when we come thither ; for here ö 
ye know and propheſy but in part, by reaſon of which he / 
compares cur preſent condition to the tate of minority an/ | 
natural life; when 1. was a child, I ſpake, underſtood, and 
thought as a child. His ſecond aſſertion is grounded upon 
the 7 way of diſcerning, ſpiritual objects, here and here- 
after. Mau aue ſee. through a 7 darkly 5 but fe Fg t 
face. Here we cannot have a direct and immediate ſight of 
divine objects, but only ſome images and faint repreſentations | 
of them; for the glaſs returns not the object itſelf, but only 
the ſhadow and reſemblance of it. From which he — 


ven that which is perfect is come, that which is in part will 
be done away; our imperfect gifts, fight, &. giving place 

to a more perfect ſta tee. i 
be firſt glaſs, in which the Lord is ſeen, is the world; 
the heavens . — his glory, and the earth ſheweth his handy 
Work: The inviſible things of him, his eternal power and 
odhead, being clearly ſeen by external things. But though 
his wiſdom, power and goodneſs thus ap ez yet of his 
mercy, juſtice, love to man's ſoul, &c. there is no ſign; ſo 
that this is but a dark diſcovery of him. The ſecond glaſs 
is the word, But what Moſes and the prophets ſaid, con- 
cerning a Saviour, was veiled with types and ſhadows. And 
under the goſpel, where theſe ſhadows are done away, We are 
faid to ſee but darkly. Nor does the ſcripture, notwith- 
ſtanding its brightneſs” compared with the viſible crea- 
tion, convey more than a dark diſcovery ; for there only 
ſome ſemblance of, not the things themſelves is ſeen: All the 
great things, of which it treats, being inviſible.— The third 
_ _ glaſs is that of a man's own mind; which is the cleareſt, and 
gives the moſt certain ſign of ſupernatural things: For the 
ſoul is the image of God's ſpirituality, immortality, ration- 
_ ality, and morality. This then is = brighteſt perſpective 
wherein ſpiritual things can be ſeen. And yet how little, of 
the Lord, is hereby ſeen compared to the ſight we ſhall have 

| hereafter, when his eſſence will be openly diſplayed, and 
ee ſhall be for ever in his preſence! This we fee the 1m- 
; pri: of all ſpiritual gifts, and the tranſcendent excel - 
lency of charity. e Hs M6 of] e 
Now the apoſtle's intent, in this, is to ſhew the inſufficiency | 
ol gifts, and to convince the Corinthians of their folly in 
DE ; affecting 1 i 
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| affeting them above charity. He obſerved how ambitieus 
they were of them, not ſo much to prbmote the honour of 
So and the good of men, as «their ow praiſe. © There- 
fore, to check this vanity, he beats down them price; that they 


% 
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in, oo leſs eſteem them. He ſhews them that p 
* {1s but in part, will ſhortly fail; that tongues, though ever 10 
moch admired, will ere long he filent ; and knowledge, how 
1 ſpecious fo ever, will preſently paſs away; and therefore to 
delight in theſe things is to admire a ſhadow, and ſet our 
3 {hearts upon that which will ſhortly leave us. HE: 
Hence it is eaſy to ſee the eſſential difference betwixt the 
gifts and graces of the ſpirit; that the one is temporary, and 
the other eternal. Indeed gifts are profitable to mankind ; 
and, if applied to a proper purpoſe, are to be coveted here, 
4 and will be rewarded hereafter. Their uſe and end ſet them 
= - 1 far above the gifts of fortune, and give a luſtre that outſhines. 
all earthly glory. However it is grace that makes them good, 
as, without it, they are but greater advantages of doing evil; 
and therefore the apoſtle bids us have our hearts eſtabliſhed 
with grace, and our gifts directed by charity. 
V. 13. Aud now abielh ee hope, chairty; but the great- 
ft of theſe is charity. The chapter concludes as it commenced, 
iz. with the higheſt commendation of charity. The apoſtle, 
in the beginning of it, exalts it above all the gifts of the ſpirit : 
And here, to raiſe it to the higheſt pitch of excellence, he 
F particularizeth the principal graces of the ſpirit, and gives it 
W | \ the preference. * F 
Great and excellent things are ſpoken of faith. The au- 
_ thor, of the xi. chap. of the epiſile to the Hebrews, aſcribes 
all the memorable acts of the patriarchs and prophets to the 
Arength of their faith. In the firſt verſe he deſeribes the na- 
ture of it, ſtyling it the /ubfance of things hoped for, and the 
evidence of things not ſeen : It makes future chings preſent, 
E\evidences their reality, and cauſeth us to to be affected with, 
and to act in reſpect of them accordingly; it gives us ſuch a 
Ik reliſ of the joys ot heaven as makes us deſire and ſeek them, 
and ſuch a ſenſe of the miſeries of hell as excites our care 
and diligence to avoid them. Hence we read of the eye of 
W # }faith, by which we ſee things inviſible; of its hand, whereby 
to receive mercy and lay hold on eternal life; of its being a 
I ſhield, to quench all the fiery darts of the devil; and by it 
too we conquer all that the world contains; for 2% is the 
| actor, which evercemeth the wv:rld, even eur ſaith. And yet, 
5 though 


FR C 
þ 1 n 7 
x = 4 7 4 2 1 


e gh faith be ſo eminent a grace, the apoſtle ſays, greater 
than this is charity. Hope is alſo a uſeful grace of God's. 
ſpirit, inaſmuch as it helps to carry us on, with courage and 
hos? + yi 1 duties Ra ; 3 who bietet 
ted with the expectation of being for ever happy in heaven 
= a. motive fuflicient to induce e to follow, with t 
reateft degree of. faithfulneſs, whatever tends to qualify: for” 
o great, ſo good, and ſo durable a benefit: He, that hath ti, 
hope in him, purifieth himſelf, even as he is pure. It is like“ 
wile ſtyled an helmet of ſalvation, to ſecure us from fin; and 
anchor of the ſoul, to keep us ſtedfaſt in expecting igloryy ) Þ 
and a lively hope, as it quickens our endeavours to obtain 
_ eternal life. And yet greater than this is charitx. 
Nou charity is the ſum, perfection, and eminence of = : 


graces; for as all perfections centre in God, ſo do all graces) 4 
in thelove iim Lowe is of Gad, and eviry one that louetb 
ts born of. God, and knoweth God; and if we love one another, * 
God dæuelleth in us, and his love 5s perfacted in ur. Hence it 
is called the bond of perfeneſs.; it unites us to God and onę 
another, and keeps all the parts of religion together; and 
therefore 1s the end , the commandment, our whole duty being 
comprized in the love of God and man. Thus charity, con- 
ſidered in itſelf, is the greateſt, becauſe the moſt comprehen- 
ſive. of all graces.—But if we compare it with faith and hope, 
we ſhall find, that in many reſpects, it excels both, eſpecially in 
the uſefulneſs. and duration of it. Firſt, charity is the moſt 
uſeful both in this life and the next. As for the gifts of the 
ſpirit, they are nothing worth without it: And the graces of 
It are little better; for if Faith does not work by love to 
God and men, though it remove mountains, it profits us no- 
thing. And if a Hope of heaven does not iflue in a prepara- 
tion far it, it is but preſumption. The real uſe then, of theſe 
graces, conſiſts in their miniſtering to charity, which is the | 
end of all graces and commands. Moreover, the uſefulneſ\*F. 
of this grace, above the other two, is in the extenſiveneſs of 15 
its benefits. Faith and hope principally concern ourſelves, 
But charity is an active, diſpenſing grace, which pours its 
bleſſings, upon all, according to the extent of its influence. 
And its influence extends to all men; to all of whom, 
though. it cannot by thoſe, in whom it dwells, miniſter in a 
perſonal way; yet it wiſhes, deſires, and prays for their 
proſperity. And where its influence is greater; it imparts \# 
whatever tends to their profit, being ready to every good 


work; 
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work : And therefore being the moſt active and extenſive, it 
is the greateſt of all graces. And the uſefulneſs of it extends 
not to this life only, but alſo to the next. Faith and hope 
indeed are uſeful here, for they help us to look beyond this 
world, and to long and labour for the next; but when it 
Jcomes, they will be of no farther uſe, and will for ever be 
done away. But charity will be our inſeparable aſſociate 
here, and of perpetual ſerv. ee in heaven; yea it will be the 
Principal ingredient of the happineſs of that place, which 
b Tera in loving the Lord and all its inhabitants. But the 
laſt and greateſt excellence, of charity, is the continuance of 
F. Faith and hope will ceaſe, when this life ſees an end; 
or faith, being an evidence of things not ſeen, will diſappear 
hen they appear; and hope, which is an expectation of them, 
will alſo ceaſe when they 3 But in heaven charity 
is an unchangeable 3 for, being the effect of a perfectly 
pure diſpoſition of an immortal ſoul, and having, in the 
time of probation, withſtood all the aſſaults of temptation, 
and lived x life agreeable to God, it will, as the fruit of 
God's favour and man's faithfulneſs, be confirmed in that 
condition, and continue for ever. I hus we fee the ſuperla- 
tive excellence, of this grace, above all the gifts and graces of 
the ſpirit; which is ſufficient to recommend it to the appro- 
bation, choice, and purſuit of all who would poſſeſs a pure 
and peaceable mind, live in a perpetual diſcharge of duty to 
God and man, be ſaved with an everlaſting talvation, and 
Increaſe their crown of rejoicing.” Happy then are they, who 
ſo purſue as to find the divine diſpoſition which produces 
this heavenly grace! Happier they, who retain, and improve 
it to the higheſt pitch, and live the life of univerſal love, in 
all the foretzoing inſtances of it! With ſuch grace and the 
2 exerciſe of it are great, as they are wholly new born and live 
the life of perfect love. To continue in which, and to be 
> eternally crowned, nothing is neceſſary but to be faithful 
# unto death; for then, to all ſuch, the Lord will ſay, ave/l 
dine, good and faithful ſervaut, enter thou inta the joy of thy 
* ri, 5 fight gn 33. 8 CP 268 SS SS ae — Fs 1 0-3: . 
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s tons, which gives „ 


| ſpecified in -/ 4 preceding part of the epiſtle, 
"= — e returns to be made for them; and ſo is 


_ Proper to promote practical religion. 4 treating of 1 1 


. Ocker ſome. conſideration of the. mercies of God. 2. 
_ Obſerve what it is to preſent our — ig c. 
| And-3 make ſome ale the whole. 0: 45h MN At 
221. * firſt» of the mercies of God. Merey, n at- 
abba of the: Deity, is oppoſed to his juſtice ; and, a a 
bleſſing vouchſafed to finners, is the reverſe of his wrath. 
Wrath is the effect of God's juſtice againſt offenders. The 
. and unrighteouineſs of men are the objects of it. 
Ungodlineſs is a contrariety to the commands of the fit 
* . — the law, oſs de eee, e. to 9 of the ſecond. 
n comprize is required, being a compendium 
| of all the commands given as a rule of life and of j 
er Tow ] EO of all 
ſhould - correſpond, in whatever ſenſe and * — ae 
oppoſed or come ſhort of, wrath is incurred. Vea, the nature 
and circumſtances of fin being attended to by him, who 
Judgeth righteouſly, the more heinous the one, and agg 
vated the other, the greater is the wrath-of Gd. "I 
But forafmuch as kn is incapable, of ſuffering, wrath: mare 
teen points a, and ee the ſinner. An act, whe- 
ther temporal or ſpiritual, 3 agency and accountable- 
- neſs, cannot be cenſured, nor of eternal 
\ fire. Hence the effect is 1 uſe. Man is the 
. cauſe; and therefore the object of wrath: Vea, the proper 
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in his actions are only ſuch, as he ſeeks or ſuffers them to have. 
So, being the principal efficient of what is performed, he is 
n accountable and puniſhable for his offences. 
' And this wrath is revealed from heaven; God, who dwells 
1 in heaven, has made it known on the earth; it is become 
1 conſpicuous to all creatures. So many are its tokens, and ſo 
eonvinciag its evidence, that the dulleſt and moſt obdurate 
receive ſome impreſſions ftom it. It is revealed in judg - 
ments: He made it manifeſt in puniſhing the Antedeluvians 
KB with a flood; in burning Sodom and Gomorrah; and cauſing 
1 the earth to ſwallow up Korah and his company. It is ex- 
Diůdited alſo in the threatnings of his word, he having re- 
| peatedly declared the avicked hall be turned into hell. The 
- conſTiences of men are -likewiſe acquainted with ãt: Cain, 
1 Manaſſeh, David, Judas, Peter, — all that have ſinned, 
1 have, more or leſs, been ſenſible of it. A court is erected 
in human hearts, at the tribunal of which they are tried and 
 » Condemned. That ſpirit of judgment, which preſides over 
the whole earth, and takes cognizance of every creature, 
awakens, when conſcience is aſleep, to a ſenſe ef, and con- 
demns for ſin. Thus, and in many other ways is wrath 
An aggravating circumſtance of which is, it is the wrath 
of God. The wrath of a king is terrible, But how much 
| 1 to be feared is this than that! God is a conſuming fire. 
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[What fire is to human fleſh, his wrath is to an immortal 
Npirit: It will render all, who continue expoſed to it, com- 
|| ."pleatly and everlaſtingly miſerable : Its greatneſs is incon- 
| *' ceivable. The moſt terrible things in nature are the figures 
under which it is repreſented, and all fall infinitely ſhort of 
a2 ü full deſcription. But guilty conſciences, and other cula- 
mitous things, thoug but faintly deſeribing its fulneſs, 
- ſufficiently ſhews its intolerableneſs. Foraſmuch then as 1 
dignation and avrath, tribulation and anguiſh are uf on every ore 
| " #bat deeth evil, mercy is thereby rendered indiſpenſably neceſ- 
- fary; a reception of which delivers from ſin and wrath, and 
| all their conſequences. W e ee een en,, 
Ike merciat F God originate in the paſſion of Chriſt, his 
|| © death rendering him propitious to men: Gd aba in Chriſt 
me geconciling. the world to himſelſz not imputing their treſpaſſes ; 
For be bath made bim, who knew u fin; * fin fer us, that 
- awe might. be made the righteouſneſs God in bim. Mercy and 
Juſticè are .contzary and incompatible. *** 
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all the good things conferred on mankind, particularly after 7 
committing fin. No longer than man can ſay he has not 


| he receive any good thing. As ſoon as perſonal fin takes- 


High in re-kindling that, which their extreme 'madneſs has 


they neither fear God, nor r man! Senſualities and fins, * 


eo 1 controaling, 
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Faves. no place ſor merey. And in extreme it muſt hase 


been, if it had not been fatisfied by the ſufferings of Chriſt. 


Au be, the. juſty ſuffer.d for the unjuſt, that he might bring us. 
| ta God yy OT >: r „ : WH 8 


And as the proc uring cauſe of mereĩes is the ſufferings ot 
Chriſt ; ſo the nature and number, of thoſe mereies, include 


ſinned, will juſtice be his defence, nor, in the way of it, can. 


place, he forfeits the favour, to which be was reſtored in 
conſequence of Chriſt's: atonement for original fin, and is 
cut off from a legal right to all other bleſſings. Hence every 


foon execute his wrath. His patience, in bearing with and 
other 


almoſt utterly quenched ! And yet how often is this ! What 
intervals of groſs ſtupidity are in the lives of many, wherein 


the practices and portions of animals and devils, are their 
. And in this way they would walk, till they cloſed their 
£xes in death, and opened them in damnation, if the mercy 
of God. in the, diſpenſation of his ſpirit, word, and — 
dence did net prevent. rer he is abundazt; checking, 
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— . condemning, 


| ng to be reecived, viz; che me 


ency, and convincing. that true reſt can on 


. with the freedom of the will, is left untried. 
theſe are attended to, —_ wed! with, and uſed according 


ſympathize with them, will ſave. 
der a ſenſe of their complicated 


 Beatoy laden, and I abi, 
how fafely may 

he ano Area may 

moved out of its 

| fail: 


| EE 


wi made known, by y believing 


2 N 2 
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_— the heart ſad, Kning-ir 
againſt ſin, terrifying with the 
rendering the things of life infvipid, ein 


their inſuffici- 


God; the centre of immortal ſouls: No method, conſiſtent 


to the intended purpoſes of them, they are ſucceeded wit 

greater and better. He. wits wills and waits for man's re- 
turn, and contributes all that he-confiftently can to effect it, 
will not caſt him out when he comes: For auben a wicked 


5 From bis wee he ſoul Jave bis Job 


This is evident from that which is next in order, and abſo0- 
rcy of forgiveneſs; 
en to all, who with-penitent and believing 
r it. The Lord; who — their 3 and 
Sinners, labouring un- 

guilt, cannot labour in vain, 
they faint not: Come te me, all Fe that labour, and are 
give you 'reft, is his Tanguage. And 
on bis word, wo cannot He! 


18 


if 


pros 


12 of CoM AGO 
Hence he, rhat Ne. Pall ur ver be confounded.” 
This mercy was conferred upon 
nme f t hey witneſſed the bleſſedneſs 6f "the man hoſe 
Suigaities e, and whoſe fins ar- coe For, bein, 
bad' peace with G = — 7 our Li 

Feſus Ch Nor v 


was this the RE 4-735 
ple 0 „ nations, and orders — — 
2 — 20 25 ght of their diſpenſation, are —— 
with it: por to him give all the prophets witneſs, that throng 


| bis name whoſoever believeth in him, Hall recetus the rem 2 


5. All, to whom be is explicitly preached, or other- 


in him obtain this benefit as 
the fruit and proof of their fatb. This is evident from the 
1 of God reſpecti 

been very different, and yet 


have anſw the fame Glueary 


— ng to all, who properly uſed them. Enoch, Abraham, 


oſes, Paul, &c. are ſpecimens of hat many were, and 
Ee all might have been under their reſpective diſpenfations. 

ks pans „ conſequent ow believing, i 78 conſpicu 
do 


8 —— — 
* — 


ughts 3 death and E * 
be found in 


brightneſs, ate the earth be re- 


pon, mt dre this 


Now when | =D 


. 


Hearts 


ng age 1 which harre 


| 
I 


| it fromunbelief, Conſciousund-liefisevidenced by guiltytear, \, 


and joy having an inſeparable connection wat it. In this 
happineſs all the ſenſes of the ſoul. participate: Ie tastes e 


the balſamic Lg ot an healed conſcience ; and ſmells the 
h 


| image of the Deity, a holineſs and happineſs reſembling hisa, \ # | 
And being infuſed into all the faculties, it is the minds /Þ 


trength of the affeRions, to act according to che dictates . 1 
alcertained by that which is promiſed 10, and required f. I 


| he alſo walked... 


_ alone an hereafter: Joy in hope of the glory, whi 


Wnt probationary „ and the future confirmed ſtate have the 
. 8 * | 8 why 'E | | | | a ; : 


*& 
TS R 


0 the-belicyer, and, as che fruit of faith, ſexyes.ta diftinguily, . 


N 


and ſhame, which are ſure ſigus of ſin and the diſpleaſure of God. 
Faith is exhibited by ſigns of adiſſimilar nature; 1 eace, 
t. 


1 
2 
— 


| 


loving kindneſs of the Lord in the ſatisfaction ariſing fe 
a kent of his 3 ſees his ſalvation in a deliverance com \ . | 
5 and the fore-bodings. of future wrath, ; hears the melo=, 


tous ſound, be of good cheer, thy fins are forgiven; feels; 
ſweet odour of his holy. anoining: The. love. of God as ſhed, \- 
abroad, in the heart, by the Holy. Ghoſt ; and that having re- 
ſpect to, and influeneing all the inward ſenſes, it evidences. | 

A farther benefit, ſigniſied by mercy, is of the 
Holy Spirit, This accompanies forgiveneſs, and is that ta 
the underſtanding, will, and affections which it is to the % 
conſcience: The one gives peace, and the other. purity. 
Purity, as a principle, is a, right ſtate, of ſoul, the lovely. 


moral light, whereby. it diſcerns good and evil; the wills 
power, to chooſe the good and refuſe the evil; and the 


the one, and the choice of the other. The degree of it 18-7 


its poſſeſſors. That which is promiſed as a.princaple,' cost 
reſponds with whit is required in practice; the ant 1s . 
intire conformity to the - ſpirit, and the other to the precepts 
of Chriſt ; the ; & fag e as he Was, and walking as 


x 


Connected with this is that of being heirs of God, and. K 

having an earneſt of heaven. That ſpirit, or holy diſpofitian 

of heart which unites man to, and makes him one with: his 
maker;. KD an intereſt in, and is a foretaſte of what is fur 
ture. His immortal nature, under the influence of the Holy. 
Ghoſt, imbibes a holineſs and happineſs which give a. joy 4 
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ſhall be rey „being a articipation of that which will * 
run parallel with the ages of eternity; a joy peculiar to, and 
inſeparable from all the children of God. Hence the pre- 


E 3 


. — — — — ns — — 


— 


1 


— 


nay, SE 


—— — . ä ä ää—r1ĩ⸗„ĩñ„rfKä 


Ry 
— — — — 


— et cw 
— 
— — 


_ 
— 


— 


- — EE Dias ES 

- : S a0 3 — 

r rr 
— —— — 


— We 


— AS —_— — 


. 
— 


rr — <A 


— -- 


x -— o__ — —— ag 


"T _— — Pg $ 
— — — 


SE 


| 
1 ö 
* 
85 
i 


general n gdm ch rafter of bath. 
The kingdo grace, in the coul. is a livine conſtitution 
conſiſting of e oe and joy inthe Holy Ghoſt: 
And the kingdom” of glory,” in s remote from this 


- earthly orb, is the continuance of that conſtitution and th 
| ſaper-added excellence of the heavenly habitation. This 5 


that, the happineſs of 7153 eye hath not ſeen, car heard,. 


nor the heart conceived 4 It & incomparable? All the ſplen- 


dors of a ce, the ma nce of a court, and ever 
there is elſe, that is high and honourable among men, are 
but ſhadows and dark reſembances of it. It is beauty wich- 
out ron 5 4 and excellence without alloy, the court of 
| the temple of the univerſe, adomed with every ſpiritual em- 
bellimhment, the art of God can fumiſh. And in this reſi=. 
dence of God, angels, and men; all the fenfes of glorified 
oe (for the — have th . intitled to it) 

ry men wer ave their ſatisfying deli 
Theſe will be Tres to all, who, at their W out of uy, 
world, are intereſted in the merit of Chriſt by 
of his ſpirit, and will be proportioned to coe degree of wel 
doin in the preſent probationary condition, 


efe are the general mercies which the Romans had, ar 
- which all believers have received. 


rence of God's providence, ju dgment inflicted, or bleſſi 
vouchfafed is Ne to anſwer ſome profitable purpoſe ; : © 
correct and humble oy what has been amiſs, ꝛectiſy what is 


wrong, what is wantin 
more ſwiftly n the right Way. 


N 


1 I an Ader Ute notice of a5 5 returns . man, 15 


mercies, is under obligation to make. I beſzech 
brethren, by the. mercies. of * that ye preſent vor bodies 4 


Hue abrifice, Kc. "Your bodies ;'a 94 55 for the Whole, 
for Man is a being compoſed of a Koch and a ſoul, 


fobable; in this, the apoſtle alludes to the matter and manner 
of the Jewiſh ſacrifices, They offered 


bot the blood, which was the life, was ſhed before they were, 


24 the refore's. 


offered on the Lord's altar. However, though the law re. ; 
vired theſe in the ſubſtance and form of a ſacrifice, yet. as... 

ce, admits of no. | 

SOPs: * his all, e = 


the poſpel, in point of perſonal. , rform 


ſub mY man l hs own 1 
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the ee | 


The. particular ones ace 
ipnamerable + For, while in a ſtare of probation, every occur-. - 


Gn. es or IF to Won | 
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the bodies of be ats; 
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3 £ Va , ragonal, and de parts ; malt .CORCUr, | 
"and act in concert. 
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4 * Sacrifice is of two "forts; : mem for fin, and gratitude y 
1 5 1 God for bis benefits. The lattet alone comports wich the. 
- ſenſe of this place. The matter of it 1 is man; the pro 


perties 
1 andholy ; and the eng is acceptallencſs to God. But 
ho 


ugh t 2 hs and mind, the two conſtituent parts of man, 
are required ; 85 his. {ions are, the principal, ingredients of 
his offering. 


f is mind. 1s the root or pringiple ot them, — 
and his the acting inllruente, The bod to render ĩt 
Active, and its actions acce » muſt e by continuing in 
union with, and by partic 55 of the influences of the en- 
livened ſoul. The mand, in the condition and quality of it, 
by the mercies of God is alive; the guilt: and power of ſin 
ne, and it lives in the favour. and image of God. An 

this Diving principle, in conjunction with the body, is the 
whence all. the actions flow. As then the root is, 

T2 the fruit ; the life reſident in the one, may be derixed 
to the other. This is the natural, though not the abſolute! 
order: For man, being accountable for his conduct, acts as 


a free agent, and therefore may either obey the dictates of his 


renewed nature or deviate from them. The Lord, thous: 
his free choice, will not force him to de well, and other things, 
5 without his own. conſent, cannot compet him to do ill. _—_ = 
it is at his on option whether he 2 5 reſent himſelt to GG 
or not. . However; as he has life in bine, his actions may 
be the iſſues. of it; the whole tendency of his mind, the ſen- 
ſes of his body, and the words and Works produced by . 
may be ſo many living ſacrifices. | 
1 That which Auickens, conſtitutes man holy. it g 
him rom whatever is finful in the moral diſpoſition of his 
mind, and transforms. him into the image of him ho is holy! 
in himſelf; and the pattern of holineſs td others. ow, * 40» 1 
this holy princ ple x a holy practice * roceed 
in the nega tive ſenſe, is a ceaſing from al chat! "4 Po + ins 
the * comply in with all that is ired. Of they "0 
whole of is the will of God is the rule; | which, object- x 
22 is ſigniſied to man by the ſuggellions of his ſpirit, the) 
dictates of his word, and the occurrences. of Providence. | 
She ech, it is exhibited. i in the law written on his heart, 
in which he is a law to himſelf, And thou; 


25 1 pay: h this does mann | | 
ſo e u at is future, yet, in gelpect of what i = 
= dictates are ſacred and dccifive, Ron its natural} 


tendency 


OF 
* NN 
. ©. . = 4 


tendency being to pleaſe God, to purſue its 
the adv e of others, a perfect 5 lance | 
is complete holineſs... As a principk, it is {et to ſerve Gody 
and as a rule, in all practical things, it is unerring. But in 
matters more abſtruſe, and to prevent deception from Satan 
and other ſeducing things, tecourſe muſt be had to God, the 
ſcriptures, and providence. Theſe, in difficult caſes, concurr. 
ing with the light of a Chriſtlas's mind, will be of ſovereign 
=? Holineſs then, as the property of a-perfonal ſacri- 
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ww 


its meaſures 
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e, is the effect of a heart wholly renewed, mani ftſted in all 
tkat is pleaſing to God, and profitable to man kind. 
rent your badier. Man, whole ſacrifice is bimſcif; is bie 
ewn ſacrificer. The manner of preſenting it is in a volun- 
tary way; not by conftraint, but of a ready mind. Such 
offerings only are acceptable to God. For, man being a free 
_ 125 actior s depend on the uſe of that agency. His. 
ability, as an offerer, is his religious diſpoſition, reaſon, and 
body, which qualify him to know, Will, and do whatever is 
required of him; and which, in the ſenſe he is accountable: 
for them, are at his own > Ar wget For. though he may be- 
influenced, by viſible and inviſible things, to db or omit hie 
duty; yet he can act, in all things, in oppoſition to them; 
|| therefore having a power-to move himſelf according to his. 
; own pleaſure, he may preſent himſelf with intelligence and 
intention, with reſolution and 'perſeverance agreeably to y- 
will of God: Whether ye eat df drink,, or witatfoever ye da, di 
all to the glory of G God's glo ; the glory of his name, 
nature, attributes, and grace ſhould be aimed at in all chat 
is done. His name muſt be adored for his excellencies, his 
nature as the pattern of purity, his attributes as the rule 
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The glory, due to him for what be is in himfelf and does to 
kis creatures, by a general ſacrifice ſhould be given; the life, 
as well as language of men, muſt ſpeak his 12 „„ 
Acceptable to God. This is the iflue of offering an holy ſa- 
erifice. Man, whoſe originaFcompoſition was conſtituted to 
: qualify him to contribute his part in the univerſal choir, by 
ilt and the corruption of his heart is rendered unable: But 
3 in Chriſt Jeſus, he is _ to the taſk 
aſſigned. Henee, his perſon being accepted, the ſpring of 
his offerings agreeable, and preſenting them freely, a concur. 
rence of cauſes, ſo conformable to'God, renders the ſacrifice - 
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all that is right, and his grace as the ſource of all bleflings : 
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men, but this fout and 


ng; but this co 
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For while . jo  facrificing 
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Dankind, if he e 
of 3 Joys, 


om. Theſe 


of all 


re ſure than that 
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continue in well. dons, Bn 
bation-is paſt, wilt 3 e in the ho realms 


Os evils ae Te bod 
body for ever. 


ce a to mths dem os th 
ultimate end of the offering of "Chriſt, the effect of his ſpitir 
in the renewed heart, and the free will offering of man tis 
for the honour of his n name; and the ing of his Neige 
* Which 1. "reaſonable ſervice, | 5 of this / 
ſervice ariſes won its own nature, as the effect af rea- 
ſon moraliaed f t is reaſonable al 27 
de 1ervice of the Jews, and the 
one of che Gentile. The Jewiſh ſervice 
chiefly conſiſted: of 8 
Gentiles of a blind ſu i 


al practice 


© reſults 


we” | 


2, 


3 


uy 


| continucd in. The Lord cannot lie; and therefore he wift 
pour his indignation upon the wicked, and the ſmoak of their 

. mr . | x . 4 
# |. torment will aſcend up for erer. Thus ſinners are circum« 
ſttanced; they are upon the brink of endleſs burnings, into- 


PC 


which, in the twinkling of an eye, may: falke +6: 4565: 


* To prevent this obſerve your ſins; for they are the reaſon 


| * why wrath is revealed, and why your damnation flumbereth 
not. How was the firſt part of: your life ſpent? Did you ſo 
| 


| | remember your Creator, as not to offend him? Your ſports 
and plays, and other ſenſeleſs ways of ſpending time were 
[ but little proof of it. And your heart being more placed on 
Von had then another God, and were guilty of idolatry.— 
And did not you ſoon take his name in vain by irreverently 

b 1 


mixing it with your common egnyerſation,. and thereby — 
ſtituting it to trifling, Mle, and prophane purpoſes? Vea. 
perhaps you were more prophane; curling yourſelf, or others. 
or animals, or things, inanimate by bis name; thus: begging 4 
\ Had be, 


dim to damn, or deſtroy the r. Monſtrous wretch ! 

JF done according to your..defire,, hat deſtruction would have 
deen in the carth! And did you.expeRt- him to ſerve your: 
4 murderous temper. and tongue 2 ox you only uttered the venom» 

| ef a malignant mind, you neither knem nor cared how? AlasH 


& you have figned; and unleſs you obtain a pardon, the Lord 
win repay you. with eternal puniſhment 3. fog be aui net bold = 

him guiltleſs that taketh his name. in win. Nor, E fear, have 
| | . you been more careful to ketp his ſabbath... Have not ſome 
[i temporal works been defignedly deferred to, and others done 
won it, which might fare bes left undone ? If ſo, how did 

|: you keep it hol by doing no manner of work ? And if you. 
went to a place of worship, was it nor to ſpend an idle hour, 
or for recreation,. or to ſee and be ſeen?” You neither went 

i to ferve the Lord, nor fave your. ſoul. And how irrewerent. 
was your whole behaviour! Sometimes gazing about -;. at 
pl ether times aſleep; and now and then laughing or talking: 
aud when you jo ned in the ſervice, it was with no more ſenſe. 

= than if it had not concerned you. And, perhaps, to com- NE 
| plete the evil the reft of the day was ſpent, in games, ſports: 

and paſtimes, or in ſuch converſation and ways of proceeding, 

as did not conſiſt with-Chriftianity,, Notwithſtanding yow 
i, could boldly ſay, Lord have mexcy upon us and incline 
our hearts to keep this law.” What mockery ! So to pro- 
pPaneneſe you added Jiypocrity.. . Oh wretched « reaturs l. „ 
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Dis you keep the commandments of the ſecond table by 

Honouring your father and mother, by doing what they com- 
manded, and leaving undone that which they forbad ? Theſe, 
while under their care, except in matters wherein their com- 


mands contradicted the Lord's, were duties incumbent upon 


s | 
* 
2 


you. But if, on the contrary, you mocked, deſpiſed, or 


curſed them, and were diſobedient to their law ful commands, 
ou ſinned, and thereby incurred the diſpleaſure of God. 
Have you done no murder? If you have taken away the life 
of another without being commiſſioned by the laws of the 
land, or of war, or neceſſity in point of ſelf-defence, you 
are guilty. Or if you Have fo hated any as to wiſh them dead 
or damned, by the one you murdered their bodies, and by 
the other their fouls ; for he, that haterh his brother, is a 
murderer —And how far you have heen guilty of committing 
adultery, your own conſcience, if you have any, can tell. 
But if that be ſenſeleſs and filent, you will hear and know 
another day.; for wharemongers and aduletr:rs God will judge. 
And if you never committed ontward acts; yet, if you in- 
_ tended it, but were prevented againſt your mind, the wall 
was taken for the deed : as he, who fo /xkerb upon a d 
ant to luſt after ber, hath committed adultery with ber in his. 
| heart, And if to the deſign you added the deed, how' great 
is your efriminality Have you kept yourſelf from ftcaling ? 
If yon have taken another's property without his conſent, 
{except ſo much food as was, at that time, abſolutely neceſ- 
_ ary to ſave your life) you have finned. Or tf yon have lied 
to raiſe the price of your own property or to ſink that of. 
others, it was, in effect, to ſteal. * And if you have taken 
advantage of another's ignorance, you thereby deprived him 
Our: 
neighbour either by deſignedly giving a falſe verdict, 3 by 
reporting untruths to the prejudice at his 
ty :— Hate you, been content with your own things; not 
.coveting your neighbour's. 


_ afs, ar any thing that was his? 


* 


perſan or proper 
houſe, wife, . ſervant, maid, ox, 


Now, if in an) or all of theſe things you hare ſinned, what a 


wretched condition are you in! How liable to ſuffer. the ven- 


ance of eternal fire! God, who cannot lie, has ſolemnly. - 


_ ſaid he will reward every one according to his works, Fou 
eannat then, dying in ſuch a ſtate, expect to eſcape the 
damnation of hell. And if you had any ſenſe of your ſins, 
you would find them cauſe of the deepe 


imminent 


peſt diſtreſs, and moſt 
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iminem danger. Your caſe would appear ſo 7 e | 
chat alVihe calamittes incident to life would be trifles com- 

| | pate to it: For a wounded ſpirit, and a fearful looking for 
| F © . of judgment who can bear? And yet, dreadful as this ſenſe 


is; in order to prevent your damnation it inuſt be; for he, 
|||  - who does not fear the wrath of God, muſt feel it. There is 
uo other remedy; as nor e ill look for deliverance before 
they know their danger, While they remain inſenſible of 
the ſinfulneſs of fin, they ſleep ſecure. To ſuch the revelation 
f God's wrath, the * of his juſtice to inflict it, the 
Wt ſincerity of his threatening to enfore the infliction, the ſhort- 
' _ | neſs and-uncertainty of Lie, the "ſubſtance and circumſtances 
of eternal torments are all nothing. Evident then it is that 
| * .. fin, wrath, and hell muſt be ſeen, by the finner, as a motive to 
«+ © - Anduce to ſeek for mercy, or he will ſleep ſecure till death and 
| / _dammation arreſt and bereave him of all hope and happineſs 
| 


for ever. With what propriety than does the Apoſtle ſay, 
Awake thou that fleepeit, and ariſe from the dead, and 
* Chriſt ſhall give thee light. | 


were — we 
: - 


bi But, as mercy was progureg by the paſſion of .Chriſt, let 
þ 1 a 20 how far you have profited by it. You have largely 
| | 


| in that of long-ſuffering. The fins of. your youth 
|. © have been ſufficient o ſeparate babes you andthe Lord for 
[} tze madndſſes of maturity, you would now have been float- 
ut | - ing, in the flames of hell-fire, bad not the Lord been long- 
| ſuffering. | Butwhat.cffeR has it had? Who, by long-ſuffer- 
ing, has been lad to repent and reform ? Alas] in many how |. 
little fruit of mercy. appears, except that they are kept from 1 
bell for a ſeaſon! However, hereby they witneſs that the 
Ind is ſlow to wrath, and of great kindneſs, and has bowels 
of compaſſion for the rebellious, bearing long with their 
behaviour, and waiting for their return. Yea, fo gon 
is the miſery of man to the moſt High, that he fays, he - 
. ſwears he has no pleaſure in the death of ſinners, but rather 
that they ſhould turn and live, This is the word and the 
will of God. But what will it profit them, who perſiſt in 
8 | + -. fin ?\Long-ſuffering, in that caſe, will only ſerve to increaſe 
; | -— their damnation; Alas then for thoſe, who abuſe that mercy 
by ſinning out all their days! Better had it been for them 
nod to have been born, or to have been cut off at an earlier 
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period. But why does the madneſs. of men prevail againſt | | 
*-}their beſt intereſt! What do they promiſe themſelves withe | 


1 
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neglected, now be executed. Chooſe the better part“ Put þ | 


And if that never be taken, all the reſt myſt remain untaken 


We Ps there but from bad to worſe, The datnnation.of your 


ber of more obvious ones will alſo be produced before-angels 
and men. Oh what a ſcene of ſin will then be opened - 
The mercies of God too, as a proviſion prepared for man- 
kind, but abuſed by impenitent perſons, will, no doubt 


all, with his wounded fide, pierced hand and feet will nb 
| 4 * £4 , 
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ſe their own conſciences : And when conſcied 


though they ſleep ſecure, yet their damnation fun ereth.got 


Hell from beneath is moved to meet them at their , = 
eſtruction, if they continue in fin, will be the conſequenee;? ” 
or fin and ſuffering are inſeparable. However, as'the thread: 
of life is yet lengthened out, let that, which has long beens. 


away the accurſed thing. Die to all that is offenſive to God 1 
and detrimental to man. Let this be done, whatever remains: Þ | 
undone. A reformed life is the firſt ſtep toward heaven 3 


for ever. Nor can the leaſt delay be without infinite danger 
as the continuance of life, to a finner, is -exceedinghrun-: 
Fin. he lies wholly. at the mercy of an offended Goda 
If then you linger, remember Lot's wife: She eſcaped from 
the city of deſtruction, but reached not that af refuge. And 
il death ſeize you in fin, you are undone for E, O con- 
ſider this! Death will feparate you from all your friends, 
profits, and pleaſures. _ You will then be a ger in 4 
ſtrange land. And if, when you cloſe your eyes in thie 
world, your. foul awake in hell, what anguiſh will-rake bald 
of you! O how you will wiſh that you had been wiſeeb But 
it will be too late: No help comes in hell. No change wilt 


ul will be ſucceeded with that of your boch Ere: 
the trump of God will ſound, and all, chat are in t 
_ graves, ſhall hear bis voice, and come to judgment. Then 
| T books will be opened, the book of God's remembzance, 
and of man's conſcience; and every one's condition be deter- 
mined according to the things contained therein. Every - 
* finner will then know his on fins, and others will know them 
alſo; Yea, the ſpring as well as end of actions Will appeags 
for the ſecrets of all hearts will be laid open. Thoſe evil 


deſigns, which, for want of time, place, opportunity, K. 


never ripened into action, and which were never repentediof, 
will be conſidered as actual evils. And the nature and num» 
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_ confront the offenders. Jeſus Chriſt, the meriting cane 


| 
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bit to human view, how infinitely he loved them, when e 
Aid down Ris life to redeem them. The Holy Ghoſt, che 
Former of All holy habits of heart, and helper in all the diffi- 
- eulties of life; promiſes and reproofs, the miniſtry by which, 
I they were taught, and the proyidence of God that preſerved, 
tem; their own conſciences, the admonitions and 1 Arnd on 
of others, and every thi . eee to do them good, 
| + will evidence, in that awful day, againſt all finally impeni- 
tent perſons. Yea, God, the Judge of all, who was privy to 
|| Their-public and private ways, will as well witneſs againſt, 
| ; as condemn. them for what they have done. Nor will they 
be able to anſwer one thing in a thouſand charged upon them. 
{||| _ Rather they will concur with the accuſation, and condemn- 
_ themſelves; for every knee ſhall how, and every tongue con- 
feſs to God, The ſentence will 6 1c take place, and that 
will be the beginning of eternal ſorrows... 
And oh! what a dreadful condition will they be in, when: 
the Lord eonfigns them to dwell with devouring fire! How 
they will weep, wail, and gnaſh their teeth! What -a guilty 
xemembrance will they have of fabbaths neglected, and pro- 
2 which, inſtead of employing in prayer, reading, 
ring, &c. they ſquandered away in idleneſs, diverſions, 
covetous practices, or ſomething that was not good! They 
will call to mind the time waſted in cards, dreſs, feaſting ant 
drinking, &c. which ſhould have been ſpent in working out 
ſalvation, and ſerving a gracious God. For laughter and 
lewd ſongs they will have weeping and mourning: And ohil 
how the. wretches will roar for the diſquietneſs of their-ſouls:!. 
The lovers of pleaſure will be pained for their dancings and 
other ſenſual delights, They, who delighted in gay or coſtly : 
pparel, will have garments ſuited to their helliſh ſituation. 
The miſer, whoſe god was gold, ſhall feed on wrath treaſured 
up in hell by ſerving that idol. The drunkard will drink of. 
.cup of God's indignation without mixture of ,mercy.. 
The. .whoremonger. will be ſtung with remorſe at the gemem-. 
brance of the-evils done to himſelf and others. The {wearer 
and liar, the back-biter and diſſembler, the evil-talker and 
tale-bearer will have their tongues tormented in that flame. . 
The unjuſt and cruel, the oppreſſor of man or beaſt, the 
| wronger of the fatherleſs and widow, and, in one word, all 
| that have lived and died in fin, will ſuffer according to the. 
| mature and number of their fins. An aggravating circums . 
es of which is the endleffneſg of their torments;;.Fire and 


# krimſtone, 


| Vrimſtone; boning without eaſe and; without' ene 


15 give to be upon their trial again ? But that cannot be, 


of neglecters is-fure.—O ſinners, conſider this, leſt the Lor 
tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver! If he 2 

| he will ſoon make an end. In a moment, in the twinkling 
of an. eye you. may dier, and; then you are undone for 


_ wicked man turneth from his wickednels, - ke war ſave bs. 


hear it now, while Pa: is FER 
Now give it ſcope, and 


Cay) 


the portion of all the impenitent.. Their conſciences _ 
braid them with their rebellions. A. loſt heaven too will 


mind them of. their madneſs in preferring temporal proſit 
or pleaſure to the Lord's falvation and ſervice,. And the 


deluge, ever urging, will enhance their woes. This will be | 


done to all who know. not God, and obey not the goſpel. g 


the Lord Jeſus.Chriſt.. O miſerable wretches! What would, 


eaven ono loſt can never be recovered. Hence the de- 
ir of the damned: Hope, that comes to all, comes not 
in hell. Cut off effectualhy and for ever from all that is 
they are fixed in eternal evil: Then will the Lord be as un- 


1 relenting in wrath, as. they were in finning. O evil of evils? 


Cutfed chen is that man or. woman, who has finned! And 
doubly curſed are they, who. 2 ect ſalvation from it ! The 
damnation of ſinners does: mber; and the damnatio 


ever. 
This is. miſery complete. But, whd- while the lamp of. 
life holds out, would not, if poſſible, . prevent it? If: any 
thing. deſerve: a ſerious thought this does, all elſe bei 
nothing din to it. And What does the Lord n ni = 
Surely no great, much leſs'an impoſſible thing. 


* ſoul alive.“ This is his language. If then thy conſcience 


is awake, be faithful to its. frowns. Let it ſpeak, how ftexa. 
and menacing ſoever-it.be. . 28 got afraid to hear: the work. 


it can ſay. It. will ſpeak oy leave unaſked, ..O 
in ſpeak in hopeleſs ſti [ bell, i led ll hen, 

wi in $ and u ntin es for ever 
ag” Blow its 4.4 Its dictates 
are ſacred.. It ſpeaks. the {arte of the Lord, being his 
umpire placed in thy breaft, that from thyſelf thou mayeſt 


learn his will: It abbtenen between. Attend then to ita 


teachings. And if thy old uncancelled fins come to thy re- 


membrance, and by the judgment of thy. conſcience cho art 
condemned for them; think not that will forſake thee... 
but by an act of oblivion from the Lord. Forget them wan 
2 b they remain in the bock of 


od's remem- 


PS : 


THY 


Srance, notwithſtanding the interval of caſe and unconceriied- 
neſs, eternity will be thy remembrancer, and teach thee their 
nature and number. It then thou wouldeſt not for ever lie 
under the laſhes of Ty conſcience, ſuffer all that is necef- 
ary to make thee abhor thyſelf and repent unfeignedly. Short 
pain is better than long. Were then thy feelings equal to 
thoſe of the damned; ye! - the circumſtance of their being 
mort- lived is enough to give them the preference: As ſuch, 
let the remembrance of thy fins be grievous, and their bur- 
den intolerable. - Bow under the yoke of a guilty mind; and, 
if need be, go mourning all the day long. Sorrow well be- 
comes a finner. If thou couldſt weep tears of blood for 
- 6ffending a great and good God, for deſtroying thyſelf, and, 
perhaps, contributing much to the deſtruction of many, it 
Would be but a {light ſign of the ſinfulneſs of thy fin. And 
ſure it is, if thou hadft a right ſenſe of thy fins, thy ſorrow 
would not be ſmall. Thou wouldſt confider them as fo man 


* 3nftatices of oppoſition to the 1 mel to him, who is be 8 

to ſtop thy breath, and diſmiſs thee' to the devil. This 
would teach thee what it is to provoke him. Let a milder 
L method have the ſame effect. Now acknowledge thy offences 
1 with brokenneſs of heart, and with a ſevere cenſure of thy- 
C ſelf. And let this be followed with an ünfeigned and full 
4 reformation. *- Reverſe thy former felf ; for idle and evi! 
. language, ſpeak ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly. Reverence 
* * thyſelf b. js e W's lips from whatever may defile 
| them. Do juſtice to thy neighbour by true, edifying, and 
1 + obliging language. Honour God by a ſolemn uſe of his 
1 name, ànd by adverting to his preſence as a reſtraint on thy- 


— toad. A. 


ſelf, that thou offend not with thy. tongue. Let all thy 
works, according to thy power, be ſuch as thou canſt ap- 


"47 prove to thy own conſcience, as may tend to thy neighbour's 
4 7 os t, and the honour of the Lord. Theſe only are figns of 
* -- true repentance and a right reformation. e 


PFurtber, if thou would prevent thy deſtruction, conſider 
for whoſe ſake thou art to be forgiven. If thy truſt be in re- 
pentance and reformation, they will fail thee, being neither 
the cabiſe, nor whole condition of forgiveneſs. They are not 
- the meritorious cauſe,” inaſmuch as they make no atonement. 
"s Was it ever known, that any diſcharged their debts by being 
1 |" -» Corry for them and ceaſing to contract more? If any were in- 
"3 debted to you, you would expect another fort of diſchar 
can chat. Think not then that the Lord will be ed 
1 34 * "4 $, | W1tk 
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Vith ſorrow and forſaking of ſin- His juſtive-claims full pay 
ment from thyſelf or furety. But thou haſt no merit, nothing 
to bring to atone for thy fins. Thy tears, fighs, ſorrows, &C. - 
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give nothing to God as a requital for them, Settle it then in 


| "Thy heart, and be aſſured that thou canſt do nothing for which 
the Lord will forgive thee. But help is laid upon one that is - 


mighty; God was in his Sam reconciling the world to himſelf. 


This is the ground on which thy finking ſoul's anchor muſt 
fix, and on which it may ſafely remain. Be confident then, 


that if thou findeſt favour with God, it will be for his ſake 


* 
— 


3 
a. 


1 


alone.—Nor are repentance. and reformation the whole cn 


dition of thy acceptance. They remove the hindrance, but do 


not intereſt in the merit of Chriſt. . That faith does, when it 


is productive of ſuch endeayours, after the benefits of his 


merit, as give actual poſſeſſion of them. With the heart man 
believeth unto righteouſneſs. - By him, all that believe are juſti= 


fitd from all things. And whoſoever believeth that Jeſus it the - 


.Chrift, is born Cod. Theſe are declarative not only of tha 
mean, believing, but alſo of the end, ſalvation. Faith then 


in the promiſe, producing earneſt prayer to the promiſer, and 
adiligent uſe of other means is the 


condition on which the 
blefling is ſuſpended, and in the way of which it is givens 
This method, rightly taken, taken without a tittle of mexi- 
torious dependance on it,, and conſidered as a mean in order 
to the end, will be ſucceeded with ſalvation. . This being 
obtained, the love of, God, a ſenſe of his favour, by en 
and joy, is ſhed abroad in the heart, The quality of the 
'foul too, in its moral tempers and affections, is reſtored to a 
ight ſtate; and thereby a preparation for preſenting to God 
a living, holy, acceptable ervice is found. Faith then is the 
way, and acceptance the end. Nor on any conſideration - 


| conclude, that: thou art a believer, till thou findeſt this Enie 


e 


* 


of thy faith. | | 5 Ns 
une wma * oy by oy pa Ing aſk what returns 
ey have made. The apoſtle ſays, preſent your bodies aliving 
faces ce, . Preſent; feels ve „ " freely ive. Your ; 
bodies; your all in all that you do. Have you careful: . 
to correſpond with this command? Have you been moved by 
the mercy of forgiveneſs as a motive, and by the principle of 


© grace as the ability, to ſerve the Lord in all your defigns, 
Words, and works? Your offerings lie at your own. option. 


If you will ſerye the Lord, you may; if not, you may dif- 


| keys .. But: conſider the + cs under. Ny mer- 
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Ties. you were freed from fin and miſery. Can you forget, 
that, when you had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave you 
: y torgave y 
all? That, when you deſerved hell, he gave you a right to 
| 4 heaven? O conſider this, and act accordingly ! Be ambitious. - 
13 to pleaſe him, who has bleſſed you. A benefactor deſerves 
Fil grateful returns; but a Saviour more. He has ſaved you 


from finking into bell. C Be thankful unto him, and ſpeak 
; Proc of his name. But let your life, as well as lips, ſpeak. 
Bis praiſe. Offer a living ſacrifice. Act in all things 0 
"the principle of life in yourſelf, and walk in the ſpirit. In- 
Pl] | "Read of a ſenſeleſs formal ſervice, in things ſacred and civil, 
Bi | "aRt with underſtanding and energy: what you do, do heartily. 
Wi; © This will find work for all your faculties and affections... 
19 "Your mind muſt aim at God's honour in imtimating his wiſ- 
dom; your will in chooſing agreeably to his goodneſs ; yl 
"your affections muſt correſpond with his power in carrying all 
into execution. In every thing, whether it concern the Lord 
or men, have a ſingle eye, a right intention. Let your will, 
according to your knowledge of the Lord's, be governed by 
his; and that will preſerve you from fin, and from wounding 
your ſoul. Your fear muſt be wakeful, leſt you offend by a. 
lure of duty, left you omit or commit, leave undone or 
do contrary to God's law. Love muſt alfo have a preyailing 
Influence: your motto muſt be, Ve Ire him, becauſe be ft 
loved us. This will make duties and difficulties eaſy and de- 
lightfol, his ſervice perfect freedom, and tribulation cau 
of joy and rejoicing. Thus offer to the Lord the living ſa- 
crifice of yourſelf. „ Div abr be 
* The manner muſt likewiſe be attended to. God, who is: 
elorious in holineſs, will be. ſerved agreeably to himſelf. 
Diniſter views, temporal profit, honour among men, and every 
* thing that does not tend to the glory of his name, nature, 
race, &c. and the ſpiritual profit of men, muſt haye no place 
n what you perform. Theſe, if ſought by ſerving the Lord, 
Will ſpoil your beſt performances; he will abhor your offer- 
| ing s, account them as ſtrange fire on his altar. Beware too 
; Be imperfection in what you do: Be not like thoſe, who 
offered the blind and the lame. Let your heart be holy in 
the diſpoſition of it; and keep it ſo by. not ſuffering your 
animal appetites and deſi res to gain the aſcendency over your 
ſpiritual affections. Your ſoul reſides in a body of fleſh, 
fraught with appetites and ſenſes, Which may lawtully uſes 
things of this life: But when that uſe is exceeded, * 7 
1 * when 
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r Fe the old: wee ith 
livelineſs and activity. Guard then againſt the fever of * | 
animal affections, that the feryour of religious ones may c 
tinue and increaſe. Let your body be ſervant to your ſJoubin 

all that concerns it; that both may ſerve the Lord. 80 

will your offerings be acceptable to God; See to "I 


A 


BY. ans rewarded * him hereafter. 
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F 1 Poole a too 3 © JOEY ns * de- 
praved-nature continues, in the beſt-Chriſtians, n death; 


it being, as many have affirmed, impoſſible to witneſs an en- 


tire eradication of it, while body and ſoul ſubſiſt together. 
But this, I preſume, is a notion unſupparted by Grp 
and contrary to the experience of ſome in 10 all ages. Its 
unſcrip tural will, I judge, appear from this Paſſage; in at 
tempiing to explain which, I ſnall inquire, 

at we may aſt and think. —2. How the Lord i is 1 ** 


IW 


to do exceeding abundantly above all that we aſk or think. 


And, 3. By what. a0" vix. eee to Fae 1 hat 15 
e * s 8 | 4 
Fx And firſt, ihe we Hay” alk or think This! is df m 
the verſes preceding the text, beginning at-the'1 th. For this 
cauſe (ſaith Paul) I bo my trees to the God and Father of our 
3 175 = 4 dcuονi-, grant Jus: according to the 
riches of hit glory, 70 Prengtbened with might” by his ſpirit 
the imer man; that Chriſt : davell in 500 heatis by 24 
73 ye, being rooted plat 3 ja T1 in love, may be able to m. 
pre end with all ſaints what is the breadth, and * 7 
e þt 's 
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depth, and height, and to know the love of Chrift, which paſetb 
knowledge, ot ye might be filled "with all the fulneſi of God... 
_ Theſe are the things for which the apoſtle petitioned, and 
with which he wiſbed the Epheſians to be favoured.  - 
Jo ſee the propriety of this, we muſt firft touch upon that 

| "which it preſuppoſes; this Prayer being not for the beginning, 

but increaſe of grace. Ingthe firſt chapiex be tiſes them 

i ſaints, and bleſſeth God, who, agrecably to his original de- 
{|| fign that they ſhould be holy, had bleſſed them with all ſpi- 
1 ritual bleflings in Chriſt, ver. 4. having predeſtinated, or - 
| 
' 


paurpoſed them to be his adopted children through Chriſt, . 
ver. F. and who, on their believing, ver. 12. had accepted 
[|] them in the beloved, wer. 6. having, on conſideration of 
mhedding bis- blood, forgiven their treſpaſſes, ver. 7. and 
entitled them to that inheritance, wer. 11. which all believers 
will enjoy when he gathers together in one all, in heaven and 


wt 


+ earth, who have been ſaved by him, ver. 10. | » 

bat what he ſays, from the zd to the 12th verſe, agreed 
with their then condition. is clear from the 13th; where he 
„ ſpeciſies their faith, and their being ſealed by the holy ſpirit; 


180 which anſwers to the adoption of children, ver. 5. being 
ſimilar in ſenſe, and infeparably connected with the for- 
1 Fl giveneſs of fins, wer. 7. which 1s the proof of their accep- 
=! tance with God: He adds, ye were ſealed with that holy 

| | . ſpirit of promiſe ; promiſed in the Old Teſtament, and ac- - 
ceampanied with a promiſe of eternal life to all who partake 
Þ 16 which, being the ſpirit of adoption, made them ſons 
aud beirs of God, and therefore is the carneſt of ihar inheri- - 
15 tance which God has prepared for, and promiſed to his ſaints - 


Hence, it is clear, the Epheſians were forgiven, renewed, 
and had a right to heaven. And yet their caſe admitted of 
al! | more. Though made alive by, they had need to be ſtrength- - 
ened with might by his ſpirit, and to be filled with all the 
ii fulneſs of God: Things, which, as they have no reſpect 0 
the ſubſtance, wholly regard the quality of the ſoul, and in- 
[| .dicate that the Epheſians were imperfect in that particular. 
An illuſtration of this, is evident from what is incident to 
air. Air, as a body, admits of light and darkneſs; and is 
till of the one, or the other, or has a meaſure of both. A- 


|  _ greeably to which, as the Epheſians were neither filled win 
58 the f of God, nor wholly deſtitute of it, they had a de- 


oth diſpoſitions, This was their ſtate; conf fiehtly 
| FTC. 
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0%, accb ring to the riches of his glory, to 

'be firen gtbened avith might ty 5 2 Ä— in the innur nan. Ace- 
*cording to the riches of Chriſt's redemption and ſpiritual 
*bleſings; for in him, as the Saviour of finners, all falneſs 
dwells. Likewiſe according to the riches of God's glorious 
attributes; which, through the ſatisfation of Chriſt, ate 
rendered ſubſervient to the falvation of men in concurring t 
"accompliſh it.—And herein the 207/4om of God, as the pro- 
jector of it, is firſt concerned. For, as the old creation com- \- þ 
2 Fenced according to its dictates, the new creation, the re- 
"ſtoring of ſouls to a right ſtate is begun, carried on, and 
; wy NP! agreeably to it. Nor is it poflible for the Al- 
© mighty to err, he cannot miſtake the ſtate of the ſoul, or be in- 
*fenfible of what will be of the'greateſtfervice'to it.  Accord- , | 
ing then to the riches of this glorious attribute he will ar. ) 
. penſe > 7 bleſſings ; whatever will promote, the inwat, 
principle of purity, will be imparted. Profleiency, in fpiri- 
tual things, will Hkewiſe be according to divine mercy. For 
1 Weir former offences are forgiven ; yet being imper- 4 ö 
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fett in their inward principle, they cannot comport with the 
command of loving the ord with. all cer Kearf? cone 
2 * their duty is but in part diſcharged. No though 
it be an evil leſs aggravated to. be defective in doty, . thz 
through careleſſneſs to: omit, er By wilfulneſs to : 
yet it is certain, that, according to the nature and degtes of 
the defect, the law condemns ; which renders mercy tndifpen- 
- fably neceſſary: And if omiſſions of duty or actual "evils be 
added, it is by ſo much the more neceſſaty.— The power of \ | 
Sod is alfo neceſſary to promote man's ſpiritual affwrs: For 
0 lon Ws ah} thing ee abides in his diſpoſition, it 
will abt in oppoſition to Bis inteteff. And although" U the 
© exertions of his free agency, in reſiſting the evil and obeying | 
the good principle, he will not fulfil the defires of it; yet he! | 
eannot deliver himſelf from it. Nothing but the powerful 
influence of God is ſufficient to eradicate the remains of that 
rebellious principle. —On the diſplay then of this divine 
Power, in concurrence with his other attributes, depends 
man's growing in the graces of God's ſpirit. | 
„ Bience;* _ ding on the fulneſs of Chriſt to be granted 
Agreeably to the divine attributes, he prayed that they - 
© be frrengthened with might by his ſpirit in the inner man. The 


Z 


K ms 
inner man is the heart, the ſubjet of weaknefs' or firengeth-: rengtk. 
{fe in the diſpoſition, is 8 of the ſoul: Pride, 
| the reverſe of humility ; anger, the oppoſite of meekneſs ;; 
i felf-will, the contrary of God's will ;;covetouſneſs, and every 
i ether unholy temper and affection are its weakneſſes. And as 
the principle is, ſo is the practice; for no effect can riſe above 
its cauſe. The ſtrengthening of coul is. by the impulſes | 

Ii (9 infuſions of the Holy Ghoſt... When inward evils are | 


agitated. by. outward things, the Lord, by the ſudden and 
powerful impulſes of his-ſpirit, often makes them ſubſide. But 

i _ as that only prevents the preſent-prevalence of:ſin, and leaves: 
eite principle. in poſſeſſion, the method, . moſt: conducive to 
man advantage, is that which reduces his evil diſpoſition- 
| by a greater deliyerance from it. By this the deviliſh nature 
becomes divine. Hence, holineſs being wrought into the 
[|] conſtitution of the ſoul, it is ſtrong in the graces and gifts; 
| 1 of Fe And, as a conſequence, Chriſt dwells in it by 


Fa denotes the manner of his-dvelling,.and is oppoſed! 

{ah to fight, ut 8 demonſtration whey ey tg _ 

in glory. Faith and grace are the ſame, as fight aw - 

N | Ce Glory differs from grace in degree, ſight 1 4 | 

508 faich in the ſame ſenſe. Grace is the ſpirit and its fruits, 

1 and faith is a compoſitiqn of the ſame. - Chriſt in che 
| 


heart by faith is holineſs and happineſs; and being a partici- 
goon of heaven, it exhubits, Yn phos * the glories of 
world to come: Now we ſee, as through a glaſs, by faith, 
1208 what, in eternity, will be ſeen face to face.,-T bat Chriſt may 
w'- 5 , davell, in conſequence of being ſtrengthened.. But as all be- 
levers, | to this, poſſeſs Chriſt, .this.dwelling. implies a 1 
1 2 legree of his image, and a more cl-ar: and conſtant 
f ſenſe of his preſence. The light of faith (or grace) in this 
of ſtate always ſhines, grace having gained the, aſcendency © 
1:08 over nature. Interruptions now, whether from within or 
| without, if properly oppoſed, will not fo far affect it as to 
darken its — 1 7 * ak „ preſent, or to come. 
Such, while they obey, will not forget that they were purged - 


, 


| 

| 
1 L | at | | 
from their old fins, nor doubt of their preſent acceptance, 

| 

| 

| 


nor want the earneſt of their future inheritance: The witneſs, . - 
fruit, and earneſt of the ſpirit will be always ſenſible with 
them. J har ye being racted and grounded in laue. This 1s a 

7 farther effect of being ſtrengthened. And as the former 
wakes the graces of . the ſpirit conſpicuous, this gives a. ; 


covered a large meaſure of the divine likeneſs, and thereby | | 
an habitual afeRion for God and goodneſs, it is rooted and | 
grounded, deeply fixed and firmly eſtabliſhed in love, ande 
_ -continues, notwithſtanding oppoſitions, in an even courſe of | 
pachcabalnaes:. o - oe 
May be able to comprebend with all Saints what it the j_ 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height, &c. This com- | 
prehenſion is the effect · of former ts. Where the prin- 
.ciple of grace is ſmall, the knowledge of Chitiſt's love cannot 
be great. :Profitable knowledge is the fruit of grace received. j 
The ſpirit of God, by which ſalvation is effected, firſt con" 8 | 
inces of fin, and thereby of the neceſſity of a reformation | 
from it: Afterwards of the gullt of fin, and the want off | 
forgiveneſs: Then of the neceſſity of holineſs, and the poſ -- 
fibility of it: For he. who ſhews what man is, ſhews alſo) 
what he may be by the ability of God. This is the order J 


—— 


God in leading ſouls-to eternal life. For as the light, which } 
firſt ſhines, is obeyed, more is given. On the contrary, if 
;conviftion:Mye not in reformation, forgiveneſs will not be 
Hung And without æemiſſion, complete ſalvation will not 


Henee as knowledge ſprings from grace, ſo the increaſe ) - 


_ 


/ of knowledge depends on obedience to grace. And the 


greater the degree of grace, the leſs evil there is; and yet, 

by reaſon of that degree, it is the more eaſily diſcovered : as 
the ſun will exhibit what-the weaker rays of the moon ſuffer . 
to he in-obſcurity. By this ſuperior ability Ikewiſe, the 
ſufficiency of Chriſt is more fully comprehended. The ſoul\. 
being ſtrengthened, having*Chriſt dwelling in it, and being | 
ſettled in love, its capacity is enlarged, and it comprehends 
what is the breadth, &c. of his love.— Love ſignifies Chriſt 8 
benevolent affection for men in dying to redeem them, and { 
his delight in conferring the benefits of that redemption upon 
them. The bceadth of which thoſe, who are ſtrong in grace, 
comprehend as extending to the utmoſt bounds of their well: 
being, both here and hereafter. And as the firſt cauſe of this ,. 
«<omprehonſion is che increaſed prineiple of grace; fo ths ] 
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with the proſperity P 


make great minds, they being enlarged as their views enla 
ſo: the more his love, in both reſpects, is contemplated, 15 


7 ufficiency for every future purpoſe, they exult 
in a proſpect of its running parallel with the ages.of SEE 
nces opes create an apoſtolical confi- 
dence; What ſhall ſeparate us from the Iove of Chriſt, is the 
language of thoſe who are ſtrong in grace. And, while they 
continue faithful, they are confident of living in the enjoy- 
ment of it here, and of baſking. in its beams for ever here- 
after.—Its depth too is comprehended by the ſupplies it af- 
fords : Out of his fulneſs. have all aue received, and grace for 
grace. The bleflings given, to the obedient, indicate it to 
be an inexhauſtable fountain. Vea, the deeper they drink, 
the more confidence they have of its fulneſs: And the nearer 
the ſoul approaches to the purity of Chriſt, the more freely 
bleſſings flow into it, as it is more ſuſceptible of them. And 
_ It being the love of him, who, for the ſufferings of death, 
was made higher than the heavens, its Height is thereby com- 
prehended. The love, which conſtrained him to die for 
mankind, moved him to prepare manſions of glory for them: 
And, at death and judgment, he will joyfully acknowled 


them, as the fruit of his labour, by admitting them to t 


heaven prepared. To this purpoſe he ſays, Father, I will 
that thoſe, whom then ha given me, be evith me, that they 
may behald my glory. On the commencing of this happineſs 
all the glorified will ſay, Unts him that loved us and waſhed 
us from our fins in his own blood, and hath made us kings 
and priefts to (God and his father; to whom be glory and $ 
minen for ever and ever, Rev, i. f. Be 
4} *; Thus the love of Chriſt is comprehended as ſufficient, in the 
aj zag of it, to anſwer all the purpoſes of time and eternity. 
Vet it i knowledge, Human conception is not adequate 
„ 15 E : | 80 


5 
4 "=" 


. 


| n | 
to its demenſions: A finite mind cannot hate inſiaite ideas. 
Nor is it neceſſary, for leſs than infinite love Will ſuffice for 
us and for all mankind. It is enough that its breadth, length, 
depth, and height be known to be ſufficient, for all who want 
" 'tIt;, "fox holineſs and heaven. From the conſideration of this 
ee apoſtle deduceth this excellent doctrine; va wanpulyre h 
Tay To Tnpwpue Te Ort, that ye might be filled <uith alfiheful- 1 
vet of God; that ye might have him, his holineſs or image, 
for an entire inhabitant of the heart. In which full and 1 
| emphatic phraſe is impliedotal deliverance from all that is di- 
abolical in the diſpoſition of it, and a complete im ion 
of the contrary quality; the whole moral ĩmage df God z 
fulneſs of Tight, love, humility, meekneſs, &. A qualifica- 
tion for every good word and work, and an habitual prepa- 
ration for heaven. Iheſe are the particulars for which he 
titioned; and though they imply a complete renewal of 
heart, yet he adds, above all that aue aff or think. "Abd 
Whether more than is aſked be neceſſary or not, the word 
_ think _— ſenſe, and affords a fuller idea of the fuſſi- 
cieney of J) y Lo» 


> 


*. 


II. I ſhall now take notice of the ſecond thing pro "I - 
Now unto him wha is able to do exceeding abundantly above alt 
that awe* aſe or think. And, from the preceding petition, it 
is eaſy to obſerve,” that, though beginners are — there ia 
no need for them to continue ſo. If they be free from opinions 
prejudicial to ſpiritual proſperity, and grieve not the ſpirit g 

. God by omiſſion of duty, nor e Titi by. actual evils, : 
be will militate againſt, and weaken every rebellious temper - 
and affection: Vea, he will work a total deliverance, hort 
leaving a ſpot of ſin, nora wrinkle of imperfection. And |: 
this is worthy of God, whoſe work is perfect, and evidences | 
_ Chriſt's fulneſs of grace, and the harmony of the divine at- 
tributes in concurring to free immortal ſouls from fin; in 

- conſtituting them holy and happy, and in qualifying them to 
perform ſervices, worthy the ONS of the author 
the univerſe, by loving him with all their heart and ftrength, 
and by an affectionate practical performance of his pleaſure. 
Now unto him who is able. This implies his pazver; by 
which, as he made, ſupports, and will one day deſtroy the 
world, he can effect whatever he pleaſes.” Sin in the 4 


| ſition of the ſoul, when oppoſed by the ability of God, 
* nothing: By „ his might "he. een weaken, 
| a k 1 : and 
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And utterly deſtroy the power of pride, anger, and all thoſe 
tempers and affections which correſpond not with the mind 


48 


in a diſpoſition ſo to do, as in power to perform it. Power 
to do well, without wil, is no ſource of bleſſings; and is 
„that Which conſtitutes a tyrant. But both belong to him, 
„ich whom we have to do; he is as well inclined to favour, 
ds able to effect it: Greatneſs and goodneſs in him being 
+ equal. His moral attributes, mercy, love, and goodneſs, 
being on man's ſide, and wiſdom, holineſs, and juſtice hav- 
Ang received ſatisfaction from the ſufferings of Chriſt, be- 
.lievers, who —— his paſſion, and plead it as the cauſe 
of being heard and anſwered by the Father, will find all the 
attributes of God en aged to do them good. He is likewiſe 
as ready as willing. His 

nmeſs: Being free (o ſhew favour, he is ready to reveal it. 
„Nothing can retard the tokens of his kindneſs, but what is 
{inconſiſtent with their coming. And theſe being as neceſſary 
Lor the preſent time, as they can be for the future, that which 
diſpoſes him to give, does it as ſoon. as ſouls are capable pf 
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dantly above all that we aſk or think, 
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III. According to the power, that awrieth in ut. Power 


 ; Implies all the exertions of God, when he cuir leib in men 
' + bath to auill and to do; and fulfilleth all th: god e of his 
0 goodng/s, and the work of faith with power. It includes all 
the enlightening, quickening, ſtrengthening, and comforting 
1 influences of his ſpirit, _ every thing that tends to com- 
plete the ſoul in conformity to himſelff. 5 
DTDybat worleih in us. Worketh xeſpefts the preſent time, 
 . and. denotes what. was doing; and that ſu what had 


in conviction ; which is ſwifter or {lower as it is ſubmitted 
to, and concurred. with by thoſe upon whom it is wrought. 
Ihe things, which tend to 11 b. it, are man's ignorance, 

ſtubbornneſs, indolence, ſenſualities, &c, the ee and the 
devil. Hence, by many, it is miſtaken for melancholy, or 
. madneſs, or what it is not, and oppoſed or neglected propor- 


. ccnſtiſtent with freedom of choice, they are often ſucceſsful 
in rendering abortive good beginnings: They begin . 
"TY a, N ppirit, 


hat was in Chriſt Jeſus.— But ability to bleſs conſiſts as well 


readineſs reſults from his | willing- 


receiving. In a word, he is ready to do not only according 
co what we aſk or think; but, if need be, ęæxceedipg abun- 


been done, the preſent implying the 96 he firſt work is 
0 


tic nably. And as the Lord, in working, uſeth no force in- 
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ſpirit; but end in the fleſh.— But if they deny themſelves, 
and take up theit croſs to follow him, who is become their 
wiſdom and guide, there will, be no delay in the work of - 
conviction, nor, conſequently, in that of converſion; the 


A 0 
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one being in order to the other. In the primitive days theſee: 


were cloſely connected; moſt of the inſtances, | recorded in” 
the New 


age, the grace accompanying the goſpel was great; yet it, 
being ſuffieient, in every "ge, all, who give themſelves up to 
its guidance, will wimeſs. their convictions iſſuing in a com- 
fortable converſion.- 1 e 2 25 


The Epheſians, by the powerful: goodneſs: of God, had 
been os favoured; And any ſame _ in its future work- - 
ing, (they obeying it) preſerved them. From this St. Paul 
(agreeably- to what the Lord had done in giving them $144; . 
giveneſs, the ſpirit. of adoption, the ſeal of their ſonſhip, a 
title to, and a degree of meetneſs for heaven} concluded * : 
that he was able, willing, and ready to increaſe their ſtrebgth, 
and fill them with all his fulneſs. Now this reſpects as well . 
tlie time in which, as the power by which it is done: And 
the apoſtle, having the Lord's paſt work for his — 
judged that he would ſoon ſupply all their. wants out of the 
riches of Chriſt Jeſus... | N | 4 4 

But though an entire renewal is a gradual work, ch me 


* 


quires more time, for its accompli ching, than that which pre- 
.cedes it; yet, with the Lord, length of time is a circumſtance / 
of ſmall confideratien. And though, in working upon ra- 
tional beings, he acts not as he would do upon things without 
underſtanding; in which, as nothing could be retarded thro* 
indifference, nor reſiſted by deftgn ; ſo no concurrence, ia 
facilitating the work, would be expected. But there being 
in an unperfe diſpoſition a hat tends to remiſſneſs and res 
bellion, there muſt be a free choice of future benefits, and 
care and labour, as the effects of grace and free agency, in 
oppoſition to the tendency of the remains of unrenewed na- 
ture: For, . the Lord is able, willing, and ready to 
do all that is needful, he will not be ſo prodigal of his bleſſings 


for them. Therefore if ſome, through prejudice of education, 
or want of information or other cauſes, believe that the root 
of relxliious nature will "— till death; it is probable, 
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OF 
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eſtament, admitting. not of one day. Of this che 
jailor, Zaccheus, Mary Magdalene, &c. are ſpecimens. In- 
deed Saul was three days in diſtreſs. And though, in that \ 0 
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that it will not be deſtroyed till the time determined by them. 
Or if others, better inſtructed, believe that the Lord can make 
them complete; yet if their faith does not make them diligently 
ſeek it, their profiting will be no greater than that of choſe, 
Who do not believe it. Hence it is that many, notwithſtand- 
ing . figttneſ of their faith, remain ſomewhat wrong in 
their heart and life. However believing vbedient ſouls will 
prove, that the Lord is able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we aſk or think, according to the power that worketh 
in us; to him therefore be glory * ever and ever. | 


1; | Having done with the explicatory part, it remains to make 
| ſome uſe of the whole. And, from what has been obſerved, 
. 1 #t is evident that the religion of thoſe, who have ſinned, con- 
fiſts of an entire change from a ſinful to an holy ſtate; both of 
heart and life. The firſt cauſe of this is of grace, and not 
Jof works: God, excluſive of all merit in man, and in oppo- 
_  fition to his fore-ſeen evil and deferved damnation, ordained 
His Son Jeſus Chriſt to be his Saviour. In conſequence of 
this the Epheſians, on their believing, obtained the forgive- 
eſs of ſins, the ſpirit of adoption, and a title to glory. 
Then let all, who have ſinned, and profeſs to believe the 
goſpel, examine whether it has had the ſame effect on them. 
f not, to what purpoſe has it been preached ? Surely to an 
evil one only: for if it is not the ſavour of life unto life, it 
is-of death unto death, there being no medium. Who then, 
has obtained the remiffion- of ſins, and been fealed by the. 
Holy Spirit to the day of redemption ? So the Ephefians were 
! favoured. But who can compare with them? Every believer 
dan; true faith and theſe hoy een inſeparable. This 
then is that, whereby all profeſſors may prove whether they 
tbe in the faith. But, alas! who knows what theſe: thing 
mean? The ignorance of many, touching ſpiritual things, is 
amazing. When we ſpeak of juſtification by fawh, and of a 
new- birth by the ſpirit of God, few know whether they be 
ſeriptural things or the iſſues of a diſordered brain. So in- 


fatuated are the majority of 'men! eee 

And whence is this? What makes men mad? Why are 
they ignorant of things, without which it is impoſſible for 
ſinners to be faved? Diſobedience to the dictates of divine 
wiſdom does it: Of which, it is probable, there is a con- 
currence of cauſes, ſuch as their own indiſcretions, carelef- 
nel, wilfulneſs, &c. evil example, temptations, bad inftruc- 
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ons, the want of good ones, &. Touching hich miniſterz, 


know, they either cannot teach at all, or not -effetually.. 
Fence it is that they, who. only learn the goſpel as a ſyſtem 


is a general, if not an univerſal caſe. Therefore though one 


that God will not work by the ungodly, or that there is a; 


that the Lord does not generally, if at all, in ſaving ſouls, 


by thoſe whoſe principle, practice, and Preverang are wrong? 
And, this accounts, as one caſes for t | nich 
ſpread over the land. Unholy men are admitted to the mi- 


inſpiration cant, enthuſiaſm, and every thing that is | 
But if, for ſiniſter ends, men profeſs to be moved by the 
Holy Ghot to preach, and, when theſe ends are anſwered, | 
. deny the whole affair ; what ſort of fruit are we to expect 


_ Ignorance and ungodlineſs,. 


_ the dodrines-of the goſpel being 
few giving them any Weed TY 


_ thoſe who, have ſinned, on the neceſſity of being forgiy 


ol an inward and univerſal change from'a ſinful to a 
ſtate; with, as a conſequence of the Whole, a life wholly de- 
voted to God and the good of mankind, —But theſe doctrines 
are ſo neceſſary, that whoever inculcates the contrary is a 


falſe teacher and deceiver of men. Vet ſuch teachers abound; | | 


corrupt, worldly and wicked, points out the abſolute _ 


% 
E 
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of all denominations, whoſe experience corteſponds not with | 
the goſpel, are culpable; for what they do not experimentally 


of doctrines, deſcant on thoſe ſuhjects to no better purpoſe 
than if they treated on matters foreign to religion: The want 
of life in themſelves makes 5 421 to others. This. 
man is not the firſt cauſe of ſpiritual life to another; yet it 
his miniftrations flow not from life in himſelf, they will not be 
ſacceſsful in quĩckening others. The reaſon of this is, eithe 


phyſical cauſe, an unfitneſs in the inſtrument, or both. And, 


work by unholy men (though their doctrine be right] is mas 
nifeſt from innumerable inſtances. How then ſhould he wort 


at calamity which 1 


niſtry : And though they profeſs to be moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt to take upon them that office, yet they generally are 
ignorant of, and at enmity with what they profeſs, _ | 


from the preaching of ſuch ?. Such as generally appears, vi 
The whole miniſtry too, . is an evidence of this 
almoſt univerſally deſerted, 
r ſermons. Hence it i; 
little leſs than a miracle to find one, who lays no other metij- 
torious foundation than Jeſus Chriſt, for the ' ſalvation "of 
ſinners ; and, as a wiſe maſter-builder, infifts, in the caſe Gf 


through faith in Chriſt Jeſus ;: and who, where the heart 18 


Fg 
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and therefore are one general cauſe of the ignorance and 
| wickedneſs of men, and at their hands, no doubt, the ſouls. 
[2 of the deceived will be required. However as the perſons, ſo 
/* deceived, have other aſſiſtances, which they abuſe, they will 
be juſtly. puniſhed for their own offences alſo. Foraſmuch 
[9 then as falſe doctrine, and other evils, have blinded men's 
|; winds, hardened their hearts, and rendered ſin natural, eaſy, 
and ate ; to live a life condemned by the law of God, 
{3 and which tends to eternal damnation, is no cauſe of concern 
to them. Salvation, the ſervice of. God, and heaven they 
ſee no beauty in: Sin, death, and hell they treat as trifles : 
Al their concern is about earthly things; fo that if their- 
bodies, families, friends, buſineſs, &c. are but in a proſpe- 
I (1; - rous way, all is well. Whether their ſouls be in a right or a. 

1; wrong condition they know not; and whether they ſhall be 
bi | [ faxed or loſt, when they die, they care not. | 
W 1. But what a wretched return do they thereby make to the 
Il | Lord for his benefits, in particular; for, the gift of his ſon, and 
'the grace of his ſpirit! Now as theſe are the moſt excellent. 
things, and intended to anſwer the moſt important purpoſes, 
| with what thankfulneſs ſhould they be received, and with 

what diligence and devotion uſed to anſwer the ends for 
which they are given! But, alas! the wilful ignorance of 
many, who ſhut their eyes againſt the light; the indiſpoſition 
of more, who will be at no pains to work out their ſalvation; 
; the fearfulneſs of ſome, who will not bear perſecution ; the 
obſtinancy of abundance, who hate to. be reformed; and the 
Pride of nota few, who, eſteeming themſelves righteous, wilt 
not ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of faith, prevent the good 
effects of it, and thus myriads of ſouls are loſt everlaſtingly. 
Now who, that conſiders theſe things, can forbear expoſtu- 
ting with theſe ignorant, lazy, fearful, obſtinate, proud, 
ceived, ruined children of men, who, for they know not 
hat, deprive themſelves of what is of more value, and affords 
ore fatisfaftion than all earthly things? O ye ſons of night, 
how long will you love darkneſs better than light ? ow 
png will you ſhut your eyes againſt the light, which ſhines 
n every fide? The light of revelation, which, read with 
nderftanding, exhibits, in the cleareſt or of view, 
e evil of fin, the danger of damnation, and the way of fal- 
tion. 'The light of creation andprovidence breaks forth, in 
| Il blaze, to inform you of the wiſdom, power, and good-. 
'. Heſs of God. This rolling earth perpetually whirls for the 
0 of its inhabitants. A wonder this ſurpaſſing — 
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The ſun, moon, and ſtarg 400 blaze forth, upon poor benigbtet 
man, to guide him througt>the wild career of life. Creatures. 
alſo, of various kinds, cover the earth for ornament and uſe, 
And all confpire to teach him that there is 2, God, and pro- 
voke him to adore him. The light, of the tun of xighteouf> $ 
neſs, alſo ſhines to irradiate his mind, and ſhew Him all that 
concerns him; to convince him of the evil of fin, of the vanity 2 
of the creature, and to point out the way he ſhould walk in. 
But conſciouſneſs of fin, which obtains with all, how ſhort= Xl 
lived with moſt! The rattle and note of things without, with 
the ignorance and rebellion of things within, chaſe away, like 
a frighted hart, that concern which fooliſh man watches not 
over as miſers do their money. And curſt, doubly curſt 
will he be, who preſerves it not at the expence of all other 
things, when they cr it muſt be forſaken. Riches, hanours, % 
— 2 what are they compared with 1 peace, and 
eavenly joys? A world ſo bought wou by far too dear! 
Alas then for thoſe who ſuffer the cares, pleaſures, or profits 
of life to prevail againſt the ſalvation of their ſouls! How 
t the evil! What can recompence them in time or in 
eternity? No created good can do it. And what can hell 
afford the unholy ? The ſweets of life obtain not there. Fire 
and brimſtone muſt be their portion for the follies of a few 
fleeting moments ſpent, in oppoſition to God, in the way to 
eternity. Oh the madneſs of men thus to barter the beſt for _ 
the worſt of things! This is the evil of evils,. the ſoreſt evil 
under the ſun !. For were men but ſafe in reſpe of the future 
world, whatever they ſuffered in the preſent, would be very 
_ inſignificant. But, alas! when their whole life ſerves on, 
to prepare them, to dwell where the worm dieth not, and where # 
the fire is not quenehed, it is dreadful. beyond. expreſſion ! 9 > 


What will they do in the hour of death, and in the day of / 
judgment? n ** 
But though many ſleep and are inſenſible of their danger 
yet others are conſcious of their condition, they know, that: 
without a preſent, they have neither a right to, nor a quali- 
fication for a future ſalvation. To them belongs the promiſe 
of forgiveneſs ;. which the Lord will fulfil, if ſought in the 
manner preſcri bed by himſelf. The ground of hs confle 
dence is, that Jeſus hath died for ſinners; therefore juitice 
is. ſatisfied, pardon procured, and he is faithful and juſt ic 
forgive. Believe the promiſe then, and plead for the. pardons. | 
— 3 2h +: $-3v7 e And/ 
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And how-needful is this in the caſe of a criminal! By meray: 
alone can ſuch be made free. And ſurely, for the poſſeſſion 
| | | of ſo great a favour, nothing, within the compaſs of your. 
| | power, is too much to be done. They ſhall ſeek me and find 
ne, faith the Lord, wh n they fearch for me. with all their 
| heart, ' Who then 2 expect the bleſſing? Not the careleſs, 
but diligent ſeeker. If ſo, how dangerous to be indifferent! 
It is deſtructive; t makes multitudes ſtop ſhort of the bleſſing. 
\ If therefore you would not abide in bondage, nor turn back 
to folly, ſeck carneſily. and * perſeveringly till you. prevail. 
or will leſs preferve you from evil. eur mind is always. 
1 motion; therefore if not carneſtly urged keavenward, it. 
ill, ſo far as it fails of that, incline to, and purfue the 
-orld.. Can you then be dilatory, and do well? No. Per- 
paps you have long ſought his falvation. Why have you not 
ound it? Do not ſay, it never was his will to give it; for- 
zear to make him a liar, when he ſays, every one, that 1 
th. You have not then becauſe. you aſk not, or becauſe 
Fou aſk, amiſs. It is ſaid many Hall ſeek to enter in, and fhall” 
ot be able; therefore it is added, AywGofe, firive as in an 
gony. So Chriſt prayed; And your: caſe is more urgent 
an his. If you were condemned to be hanged, how.earneſt * 
would you be to have it reverſed ! You, are condemned to be 
damn'd; and can you be eaſy under it? Will you be eaſy in. 
bell? 1 ſuppoſe not. That will ſtir you—and flir you in vain; : 
for you will find neither mercy, nor mitigation of miſery. 
TL Let a ſenſe of your danger have the ſame effect, and to better 
tf pech let it make you flee from the wrath to come. Per- 
aps you will ſay, is not ſalvation by faith without works? 
18 Yes, without the merit of works; but not by a faith, which 
does not work. You believe the Lord gives goaſghings to 
P chem that aſk: Aſk then, and take heed that yOu aſk not 
I Res : Aſk in faith, believing that you-ſhall, and you will 
be bleſt: And aſſe, till you receive. „ | 
I And let thoſe, who experience forgiveneſs, and the evidence 
I {of their ſonſhip in the witneſs and fruit of the ſpirit, rejoice 
1" in being ſo favoured : And, to promote proſperity, let them- 
embrace the apoſtle's advice, Go on to perfection which is 
|, \indiſfenſably neceſſary. For, they being weak in every grace 
1 || -of the ſpirit, not only temptations from without will have 
bl) |  nore weight by reaſon of ſome affinity with evils within, but 
C/! ! the evils themſelves will, with great difficulty, be kept down. 
However, having a promiſe of. being ſtrengthened, if you * 
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the means appointed, for improvement, in che meaſure and 
manner that you may, you cannot fail of having it fulfilled. 
But expect not to proſper but by ſo doing. So far as yew 
neglect, you will not only fail of growing in grace; but, it 
is highly probable, your evidence of acceptance will be im- 
paired, and ſpititual firength diminiſhed. For although it 
1s poffible to continue, in effect, in the ſame eundιjõ/, UF 
ſometimes gaining and ſometimes loſing; yet, perhaps, the 
reaſon why ſo few 'retain their graces is, they do mot ſuſfici 
ently ſeek to increaſe them. Hence ſome turn prodigals, 
others remain unprofitable, and but few go on to perfection. 
How neceſſary then to be earneſt and active, remiſſneſs 
being the bane of religion? It is like laying a foundation 
without building upon it, whereby it periſheth. Whoever 
then would make mueh proſicieney, muſt ſee: that no oppo- 
ſition be offered; for a heart ruffled, by the riſing or unxuli- 
neſs of its. paſſions, is neither diſpoſed to ſeek nor receive 
ſuitable things. Anger, ambition, joy, ſorrow, love, hatred, 
hope „ &c.. when evil, muſt be kept under continual 
— and when good, if exceflive, they carry the ſoul 
3 which is beſt calculated for its growth 
in goodneſs. Nor muſt ideas of external things, beyond 
what is neceſſary for the affairs of life, be ſuffered to poſſeſa 
and employ the mind. The wanderings of the imagination, 
_ andthe flights of fancy muſt alſo be reſtrained by a continual 
advertence to God, and by exerciſing the mind on ſpixitual 


 . things. Words alſo, eſpecially of à worldly kind, muſt be 


few, and actions regular; leſt the abundance of the one, and 
the-irregularity of the ether, unhinge cs heart and hinder the 
divine operation. To theſe muſt be added gratitude fbr tem- 
pow and ſpiritual benefits, much inward and eargelt prayer 
or the creaſe of every grace of the ſpirit, and ſuch a uſe 
of all other means as may ſerve to engage the ſoul with God 
in its actions, and conform it to his holine&.. And, td crown 
the whole with ſucceſs, conſtaney therein is abſolutely neceſ- 
fary ; for if the foul is not continually kept up to, and exer- 
_ Ciſed in theſe things, what it gains by earneſtneſs at one time, 
it loſes by careleſſneſs at another; and ſo makes no real pros 
fleiency. But, by a faithful proſecution of promiſed benefits, 
it will grow ſtrong in goodneſs, Chriſt will dwell more ſen- 
ſibly in it, it will be rooted and grounded in love to God 
and man, and comprehend, in a higher degree, the breadth, 
Ke. of his love to it. And this being an advance towards 
| the 


| [. 82 J. 

[He higheft pitch of purity; let it be retaĩned; and improved” 

to the bleſſed ſtate of a perfect mind, that you may be 

| thoroughly. furniſhed for every duty, and habitually prepared 

| for heaven, Then will your heart be holy and happy, and: 

I yourlife, if you live up to the grace given, will correſpond 

I with the law, and be a conſtant ſouree of ſatisfaction in the 

{ || tclttumony of a good conſcience, and in the hope of à reward. 
| in heaven. P b Saf | | 28S 262) r | 

But to retain - this fulneſs is as neceſſary as to obtain it. 

And, to prevent miſtakes, remember that the tempers and - 

affections of the ſoul» are not deſtroyed, but only renewed; 

therefore ate not inconſiſtent with a fulneſs of God. Hence 

then they muſt be governed, and rightly exerciſed on their 

reſpective objects. The bodily ſenſrs and appetites muſt alſo 

be reſtrained, and kept in proper ſubordination to the ſoul, 

that it be not enſnared by them. . Beware likewiſe of miſtak-. 

ing temptations for fin, tlrat yon may not caſt away your 

confidence without cauſe., Temptations, if reſiſted and over-- 

some, go off and leave no guilt behind: But fin is ſucceeded 

with guilt: Judge of them then by their effects, and con- 

clude accordingly: And, to maintain peace and purity, live 

in a faithful diſcharge of duty, act in all things with un- 

derſtanding and energy; . et: your whole mind and ſtrength 

be employed in living to the praiſe of; God, and the profit 

af men; ſo ſhall you have a good conſcience here, and a. 

+ crown of glory hereafter... Bleſſed then are they, who are 

ect in principle and practice:: i ny rn? 


Marvel not at this : for the hour is coming »..in the which alh,, 
that an in the graves, Gall Baur hir voice, and Gall come forth. 


they, thai hawe done good, to the reſurre&ion of life ; and theys. 


ai have. done evil, to the reſurrectian of damnation. 


F the enſuing diſegurſe - excred the common limits of a 
ſermon, it will be only what. L intend. , In the proſecutuaps. 


L 83 1 3 
» f. it, I hall give 2 ſhort explication of the text, and then 
improve upon it. And here our Lord takes notice of te 
ſorts of people, and predicts what ſhall be done to both. He 
füirſt ſpeaks of them that do good, &c. Now doing good 
pre- ſuppoſes a moral preparation of mind; in which twe 
things are implied: Firſt, the acceptance of the perſon; and, 
ſecondly, the right ſtate of the inward principle. 
he acceptance of the perſon is either throught perfect 
obedience. to the law of God, or by the parden of ſine 
through faith in Chriſt Jeſus. The right ſtate of the mind 
is a conformity to God in holineſs of diſpoſition, 3 
all the graces of the ſpirit in perfection; and is the effect o 
the grace of God early given, or of being renewed bythe 
Holy Ghoſt. By theſe there is a preparation for every good 
word and work. . 5 6.5 den Wen „ 
And firſt, Oeing. good has reſpect to God, in praiſing him for 
bis excellencies, being grateful for his benefits, walking in 
his fear as a preſervative from offences, and keeping, with a 
loving delight, all his commandments. Secondly, it refers to 
mankind, in feeding the poor, cloathing the naked, reproy- 
ing the wicked, inſtructing the ignorant, and doing, to all 
men, as we would be done 9 ſoul, body, and eſtate. 
Ihe reward is 4 reſurre&ion to life, By continuing, in 
well doing, till the ſeaſon of life ſees an end, the ſoul will 
attain to the excellent condition of being embodied with the 
pleſt, in ihe paradiſe of God. And, at the laſt day, the body will 
be raiſed from the grave, and made like the glorious body of 
Chriſt; when, after becoming the receptacle of the foul, both 
will be received into the heavenly habitation, and enjoy that 
_ zapturous delight denoted by life, a happineſs ꝓroportioned 
to the nature and degree of the good they have done. 
Te gen pony the ſubje& is, They that do evil. Now 
that which renders it poſſihle, is, firſt, free-agency,, a liberty to 
act according to the inward principle of grace or ctherwiſe; 
and, conſequently, to keep or break the commandments of 
God. The abuſe of this, Wiikey. turned innocent angels into 
ſinners and devils, and out of heaven into bell: It made Adam 
and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, which brought death and a 
diſmiſſion from paradiſe upon them: Vea, from the time of 
the creation till now, it has been, in reſpect of every indivi- 
dval of mankind, the firſt perſonal cauſe of ſin in the practice, 
and of depravity in the principle. The ſecond cauſe is ſin 
And depravity themſelves; the one ſerving as a rule, 2 
| der 
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other as a principle, N e eee and increa - 
ed. And by how much fin becomes habitual, and the evil prn- 

ciple is increaſed, by ſo much is the ſinner carried on, with a 
powerful impetuoſity, in the ways of wickedneſs; and, by 
neceſſary conſequence, his freedom to good is proportionably 
decreaſed, and ſinning rendered natural and agreeable. To 
do cuil is, firſt, to fin againſt God by omitting any part of 
the duty he requires in xeſpeR of himſelf; and, ſecondly, to 
commit ſuch actions, as, in the ſame caſe, he forbids to be 
done, It likewiſe fignifies to ſin againſt mankind by tempt- 
f ing them to, or omitting to prevent them from ſinning; and 
alſo by mjuring their perſons, hurting their credit, or depriv- 

ing them of their property. - #245 If | 
he reward, for doing evil, is the Reſarrection to damnation. 
Dying in fin enſures this; for then the ſoul will deſcend to 
the devil, and the body reſt in dire expectation of being 
raiſed to eternal torments. Agreeably to this, when that 
dread day of deciſion comes, ſinners will hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and ſhall come forth; by that erful 
voice new bodies will rife out of the aſhes of the old, which, 
being conſtituted ſpiritual and immortal, and repoſſeſt of 
their ſinful ſouls, will appear before the judgment-ſeat pf 
Chriſt, to be judged according to the nature and the number 
of their fins, and to be ſentenced to a proportionable degree 


of puniſhment. ee 
"41S ae now given „ yi hint of what is contained in 
the text, I ſhall, in the further profecution of it, enlarge, by 
way of uſe, on the ſeveral particulars. a | 
And, firſt, is it neceſſary to be in a ſtate of acceptance 
with God, and to have his moral image in order to do good? 
Both ſeripture and experience ſhew it to be abſolutely ſo; in- 
aſmuch as they clearly evidence, the one by plain and perti- 
nent paſſages, and the other by an inward guilty ſenſe, tliat 
God is angry with the wicked, and that the whole ſerviee of 
- ſinner is an abomination to him. Nor can their caſe be 
otherwiſe conceived of; for how ſhould they or their works 
be agreeable to God, while they continue in a condition, for 
which he condemns them to eternal death. And yet it is fo. 
with all ſinners. A finner then, confidered as ſuch, is ne 
more agreeable to God, nor more able to ſerve him acceptably 
than ſatan; for his ſin ſubjects him to God's wrath, and the 
Aiſpoſition of his mind is diabolical. eee 
Nor can theſe neceſſary things be had without a E 
© | | them. 
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the Lord, 0 


that he, who is no reſpector of 
when they are not ſure ſigns of correſpondent natutes- 10 


to bell by curfing, ſwearing, Jing: rnd — 
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found, till there is a ſenſe of the want of them. 


hat ſenſe 
implies guilt for what is paſt, and fear for what is to comes 
And when fin, which is the cauſe of them, is removed by 


remiſſion and an inward renewal, there is-a ſenſe implying 


peace and purity, which gives confidence of being nequi 
and purified, and of having à lively expectation of living 
with the Lord for ever. This is the ſenſe, then, which is infe< 
parable from that condition which qualifies a inner to ſerve 
And, as this is the ground of good works, let us examine 
thoſe things which many, without that ground, ſeem to de- 
pend on as right and rewardable; I ſhall begin with that; 
which, if the ignorance of many did not render it necellary; 
would not deſerve a ſerious conſideration; I mean the being 
Called Chriſtians. And yet ſo ſenſeleſs are ſome, as to ſup- 
poſe that names and natures are inſeparable; and that, becauſe _ 
they are called | Chriſtians, they are ſuch, Hence, When 
many are aſked a reaſon of their hope of heaven; their anſwer 
is, „ We are chriſtians.” So the Jews boaſted of being 
% Abraham's ſeed; and ſuppoſed that was ſufficient to ſilence 
all objections. For the . reaſon they aſſerted That 
« Abraham fits near the gates of hell, and ſuffers no Ifrachte 
to go chitber.“ But, ſurely, whether a man be called a 
Chriſtian, a Jew, a Turk, or a Heathen, it is the ſame in 
the account of God, if his heart and life are wrong; and 
perſons, is none of names, 


evidence this, a ſimple ſimilitude will ſuffices Suppoſe then 


the name of a lion was given to a lamb: Would chat prin- 
 ciple the lamb with the hon's nature, and produce his roar? 
No; it would retain its native properties, and give the ſame 


ſignificant fign, as if called by its own name, So one; that 


lives without the fear and love of God, and takes no care df | 


his ſoul, but ſpends his time about temporal things; und, 
not content with neglecting ſalvation, hurries on in the 1 


breaking, 8 and other abominable things, is not to 
Chriſtian, becauſe he is fo called. What 
madneſs then is it for any to pretend to be Chriſtians, on 
the ſcore. of being ſo called! This then may be without 
Chriſtianity. e e 16 OE ONC., 
Now are the favour W God ſure to all ho have 


— 


been baprized. - The greateſt part of the people, of this na- 
tion, have been ba RY re yet a £ 17 of them 
are as contrary to Chriſtianity, in wel, Cn, as they can 
be; and therefore deſerve no bettet name than . baptized In- 
4, fidels. Vea, whether the ordinance be adminiftered in 
infancy or ripe age, the caſe is the ſame, as it is manifeſt 
that many of the firſt, and ſome of the ſecond ſort bear no 
real marks of Chriſtianity. Their actions are inconſiſtent 
with renouneing the devil and all his works, the pomps and 
vanities/of this wicked world, and all the ſinful lufts of the 
© fleſh; rather they renounce all that is right, and live in all. 
that is wrong; conſequently they are ſo far from being. 
Chriſtians, that they are the children of the devil; for his 
wn; ere ò ẽ ͤ . de 01h 
Neither is an outward proof, of not being a Chriſtian, 
neceſſary; inaſmuch as a man may be a ſinner, in the fight 
of God, without that: For ſin does not lie in the act {i 
but in the intention alſo; If any would do wickedly, but 
want time, opportunity, power, &c. the will is taken far 
the deed; as he, that hateth his brother, if he never hurt him 
with his hand, is @ nurde rer. Vea where the practice gives 
a preſumptive proof of a pious principle, it does not imply 
a poſitive one; becauſe a man may act piopſly in appearance 
from an impious principle, or have the form without the 
power of religion. Now bapriſm, in any of theſe caſes, is 
no more a ſign of being a Chriſtian than it was in the caſe 
of Simon Magus; who, notwithſtanding his being baptized, 
was in the gall of bitterneſs and bond ot iniquity. Let then 
their outward condition be foul or fair, if they have not the 
inward principle of the Lord's love and a, dap an- 
ſwers no other end than a condemning ordinance, the being 
E 
Hlence they, who are waſhed with water, but not from 
their wickedneſs, are in no better a condition under the 
Chriſtian, than they, who were circumenſed in the fleſh, - but 
not in the ſpirit, were under the Jewiſh diſpenſation. With 
as much ſenſe then might a wicked or a formal Jew have 
boaſted, of his outward cutting, as a mark of belonging to 
the Lord, as a drunken, ſwearing, lying, whoring, ſabbath- 
breaking. cheating, covetous, formal Chriſtian of his being 
ſprinkled with or plunged in water, But as the carnal Jew 
was no better for his outward badge, but rather, through 
an abuſe of it, incurred greater condemnation : | l 7 
| AS #1 e a L * 11 a ir ; l Oes x 


1 more guilt and greater damnat ion 
5 And if this want any confirmation, the apoſtle s argument, 
in the caſe of ſome of the eitcumeiſed, applied to many of 
the baptized, will be ſufficient >, Cingumciſiam (ſaith he) W 
%%VVVVͤIâIfß, this be. breaker of th 
lia, thy circumciſion is made uncirrumciſon. Circumciſion was. 

a ſign of the covenant made with Abraham, and gave them 

E a right to all the benefits of it, if N bee the command-— 
3 ments contained in it; But if, inſtead of ſerving the Lord, 
4 they ſinned againſt him, their circumeiſion was not a ſign of 
13 being in that covenant, nor of having the benefits. of it. Now” 
"0 _ this is the caſe with all ſinful Chriſtians; their baptiſm is 
| rendered abortive, and they are no better for it. os” 


V 1 
| | does the wicked Chriſtian gain any thing by baptiſm, ſave 


"The apoſtle then proceeds to ſhew who is a Jew, and what 
| is circumciſion ;. which, applied to the Chxiſtian, and to bap- 
tiſm, will bear a ſimilar ſenſe. For he. is not a Feau, aubo is \ 
: one outwardly : meither is that circumciſion, auſbich it aulgvard in 


the fab. But be is a Few, who. is ane inwardly; and circums 
| avhoſe praiſe is not of men, but of God... Neuther is he a Chri- 
ſtian, who is one but. outwardly, nor. is that baptiſm, which 
3 belongs to the body only ; but he is a Chriſtian, who is one 
| inwardly by having Chriſt formed in his heart, the hope of 
5 glory; and ba . the being purified by the ſpirit, having 
| the witaeſs and fruit of it, and an earneſt of heaven... This 
is that which is inſeparable from. baptiſm; and whoever: has 
in; for if am man have not the ſpirit af 


it not, is not a Chriſtian; 
; 3 he is none of his. __ a Ing. iv re CN. 
Hence, it is clear, what was implied in the truly; circum + 
|| <ciſed, is in the truly baptized; and that what was wanting ns» 
- the falſely cireumciſed, is in the falſely baptized... Now he 
) eircumciſion, which the Lord approved, is. explained by his 
„ promiſe; I will circumciſe thine heart, and the heart of thy ſeed, \ 
. that thou mayeft love the Lord with- all tby heart, and with all - 
3 thy foul, that thou maygſt live. Of this. circumcifion; chat in 
Vp the fleſh was but the ſign; and where the ſubſtance was not, 
þ the ſign was inſignificant. Therefore it is ſaid, beauare of the. I 
econciſion, of thole, who had but the outward cutting, Lo 
which is oppoſed, for aus are the 7 dub wor/bip t 
in the ſpirit, that is, love, ſerve, and delight in him. And 


- 


to baptiſm ſimilar effects are aſcribed ; for hapti/m, faith St. 
* Peter, doth now ſave us ; the * which ſalvation 5: 75 
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Fropoſed as the proof of your preparation for confirmation, 


* 


if 88 4 | : 


the putting away of the filth of the fleſh, but the anſever of « 
good conſcience tewards God : It is not the effect of any outward 
waſhing, but the fruit of an inward cleanſing. Now a good 
conſcience, as the effect of any thing that faves, (which bap 
tiſm is here ſaid to do) is a conſcience at peace with Goc; 
as, on the contrary, an evil conſcience is a guilty one. When 
then we are faid to have aur hearts ſprinkled from an evil con- 
feience, it means being delivered from condemnation, whereb 


the conſcience becomes good towards God. This is the effect 


of forgiveneſs; which, in the primitive days, had a cloſe 
connection with baptiſm, either as the reaſon of their bein 
\ baptized, or as the immediate fruit of it. When Cornelius 
and his whom. tr had received the remiſſion of ſins, and the 
| gift of the the Holy Ghoſt, they were baptized, Ad x. 48. 
And when the three Thouſand were pricked in the heart, and 
' faid, What muſt wwe 18 Peter re 15 3 8750 be baptized 
" every one of you in the name of Feſus Chriſt for the remiſſion of 
fort, and at receive the 275 . Holy Gn, Acts 11. 4 | 
Thus remiſſion and regeneration were the attendants of bap-" 
tiſm, and were the proofs of perſons being properly baptized. 
All, who had not theſe; were counterfeit Chriſtians, brothers 
to the concifion, and did not worſhip God in the ſpirit, nor 
rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus. And thus it is in the preſent time; 
for none, without a ſenſe of the love and likeneſs of the 
Lord, are Chriftians ; and therefore their baptiſm is no better 
than a broken reed, on which if they lean, having no better 
ſupport, they will fink into endleſs ſufferings. Baptiſm then 
tent ooo, 
And as baptiſm is of no fignification, ſo neither is Confirm- 
ation without the favour and image of God, inaſmuch as none 
Lan be confirmed in what they have not. If then, at 1 
% you were made a member of Chriſt, a child of God, and 
4 an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven; and if you con- 
tinnued, in that condition, till the time of confirmation, you 
might be confirmed in it: But if not, it was impoſlible.. 
And, I fear, you gave but little proof, of being a member 
of Chriſt's myſtical body, by having his heavenly life in your 
heart, and by walking as he walked. And yet nothing leſs. 
eould either conſtitute you a Chriſtian, or be a proper ground 
of confirmation,—Nor, I preſume, did you give any better 
proof. of being a child of God, by having his ſpirit bearing 
* witneſs with your ſpirit that you were his. If that had been 


alas t 
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Alas l how unprepared would it have proved you to be! For, 
it is 59 5 you knew nothing 4 it. Bat un 
than that ines is ſufficient to afford ſatisfaction: Nor is 

| _ any thing but Net, from which it flows, ſufficient for ſalva- 

7 tion. —Neither, 1 doubt, had you any ſenſe, of the ſignihea - 

tion of being an iaheritor of the kingdom. of heaven, by 

. having an heaven of grace in your heart conſiſting of nghte- 

1 ouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 00 thereby an 

4 anticipation of an heaven of glory. This is to inherit heaven 2 

t Nor is there any other way, in this world, that can be of 

y ſervice ; all but a preſent in ward, and a foretaſte of a future 

>. » heaven being only name, or form, or profeſſion, or nothing. 

,  —And if you neither had the evidence of them in your heart, 

4 nor gave a practical proof of them in your life, how could. 

4 you be confirmed in them? It could not be; therefore dur 

7 confirmation contributed nothing to your conformity to God. 

Hence then, for want of a better ſubject, it was but an un- 

; meaning ceremony : So, if you place ny Se on it, 

. you deceive yourſelf by leaning on that which cannot 2 Sai 

1 you. Of this you may be confident; for whatever Was done 

rs. 

or 
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to you, if it neither found nor left you in a right ſtate. of 
mind, was of no more ſervice than nothing; and therefore no 
more to be depended on. This then a man may have, and 
yet not be a Chriſtiangn. TE 
Ihe Sacrament of the Lord's ſupper likewiſe may be received. 


* without any benefit to the receixer. Its author intended it to 
- | be a mean of commemorating his meritorious death. And, 
| to the right receiving of it, it is neceſſary that the receiver 
. be ſenſible of his fin or of his ſalvation from it. Without 
5 the one or the other. of theſe, the ſacrament is no fign of a 
. oruciſied Saviour. T3 all, who know not the want or the 


nd worth of him, his name is not precious, his death is unprofit- 
able, and his ſpirit not deſirable : therefore, to them, the 


= ſign is: wholly inſignificant. This is as certain as that none 
i | can act aright without underſtanding... But what ſenſe has a 
"on finger, inſenſible of the nature, and unconcerned about the 
a _ conſequence. of his fins, of the want of a Saviour? A Saviour 
4H dz no more to him than a phyſician is to a. ſound man, or one 
d _ mſenſible of his ſickneſs. Seeing then that the fick, and not. 
on the whole want a phyſician ;. in none, but conſcious ſinners. 
ing or perſons ſaved from ſin, is this deſign of the ſacrament 
"oa _ anſwered. "To all the reſt, whatever formal preparation they 
bn, e, and however devout ef appear at the place of receiv- 
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EL: ; 
ing the figns, the ſacrament is but a ſolema farce, and their 
behaviour mere grimace ; conſequently they do not ſhew forth 
is death in wha mey do. Sh mg 4] oF hg 
Neither is the ſecond end of the ſacrament, ix. re- 
eciving the benefits of his death, anſwered in ſuch.. They 
cat the outward elements; but, having no conception of a: 
9 Chriſt, they do not feed upon him by faith, his. 

lood neither cleanſes them from ſin, nor does his body beget 
zn them ſpiritual ife, And, as this is the principal end of 
that ordinance, if it has not that effect, it is received in vain, 


6 


and is to no more purpoſe than meat and drink would be to. 


a child, if not turned into blood and ſpirits: For as it is not: 
the groſs matter of food, that benefits the body; ſo it is not 
the elements of the ſacrament, but the grace or ſpirit of 
Chriſt, (which right receivers obtain) that: profits the ſoul. 
Nor could the body profit by food, if it was not alive prior 
to its partaking of 1t. Tf then there be-no prevailing heavenly 


life in the heart, there is no ſenſe of the evil of fin, no defire 


of deliverance from it, no hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
neſs, nor dependance on Chriſt as a Saviour. And, it is. 
evident, all groſs ſinners, lovers of pleaſure, and ſuch as have 
but the form of religion are in this condition; they are ſo 
dead to God, aſleep in fin, ſecure in danger, void of fear, and 
without conſcience as to be deſtitute of care concerning the 
Toul. In a word, their condition renders them incapable of 
partaking of the benefits of the facrament,; for having next to 


8 


no life in themſelves, they have no appetite, and ſo can neither 


ſeek nor receive ſpiritual things. To ſuch it is but a lifeleſs: 
ceremony, with which they comply through cuſtom or falſe 
conception. Nor does the evikend inghis ; for they eat and 
drink to their own condemnation, being guilty of abuſing the 
body and blood of Chrift, ſignißed by thele ſigns, through: 
their ignorant unmeaning manner of proceeding. - _ 
And it is apparent that the generality of receivers are of 
this fort; for Wo h they fit down to this ſupper in a formal 
way, yet they are 7 dark and dead as not to diſcern and de- 


fire the benefits intended by it. To what purpoſe then d 0. 
they partake of it? Alas! how few can tell. And therefore, 


if cuſtom did not determine them that way, the preſumed be-. 
nefit of it, would not prevail with many to do it. But fools, 
will be in the faſhion ; or drunkards, curſers, ſwearers, liars,. 
| ſabbatH-breakers, whoremongers, 1 , pallionate, covetous, 
ſell-willed people, and all forts of ſinners would not be found 
at that feaſt, Falſe conception too, induces a few. 1 hey 

| ave 


| have been told by thoſe, who neither believe. the dokttine of 


tranſubſtantiation nor conſubſtantiation, that the ſacrament, 
being the body and blood of Chriſt, (putting the ſign for 


the thing ſignified) will be of great ſervice. -A famous rider 


of race horſes, who generally received it before he rode a race, 


with a view, I ſappoſe, to prepare himſelf for death, was an 


inſtance of this ſort. And ſome, after living a wicked life, 
receive it, and ſo leave the world as if all were well with 
them. It anſwers the end of an opiate, to keep or to lull 
them aſleep : For while they think it to be what it is not, or 
believe that receiving it is ſufficient, they deeei ve themſelves, 
and, it is probable, die in a deluſion. Thus a reception of 
the ſacrament may be without any degree of Chriſtiamaty. 

Nor does the external ad of charity carry in it an evidence 
of being in the favour of God. Much, in that way, may be 


done while the Lord is angry with the doer. HI give all 


my goods to feed the poor, and have not charity,. I am nothing. 
This ſhews how far a man may go in giving, and yet be no- 
thing in the account of God; for all gifts, however profitable 


to the receiver, do not render the giver agreeable to God, if 
he be not ſo in himſelf: The gift does not ſanctify the altar, 


but the altar the gift; the goodneſs of the gift does not make 
the giver good, but the goodneſs of the giver the gift. ; 

Aud have-a%%t chanity. Charity, which is the ground of 
good works, is the grace of divine love. And love is the 
offspring of the image of God; which, according to its mea · 
ſure, in whomſoever it is, produceth acts of charity. The 
reaſon of it ariſeth from the relation it hath to the Lord. 
God is love, and therefore is loving to all, while the day of 
grace endures. Hence he provides, in the way of his pro- 
vidence, things pertaining to temporal lite. Theſe are ſcat- 
tered with an open hand, ſo that all, even the evil and un- 


thankful, plentifully partake of them. The ſame diffuſive 


goodneſs is alſo apparent with regard to man's immortal part; 
notwithſtanding the repeated provocations of ſinners, he is 
long-ſuffering,. not willing that any ſhould periſh; but that 


all ſhoul4 come to repentance.. And when, after all his mer- 


ciful meaſures, they refuſe to repent and reform, he ſtill has 
no pleaſure in their puniſhment,- it is a work he unwillingly 


enters upon. Hence, when the Jews had withſtood the laſt | 


effort of his grace, he wept, and wiſhed they had been wiſe 
to know the things that make for peace. e 


is Son being given for, and his grace beſtowed on all. And, 
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From this diſpoſition and manner of aQin in the Deity; 
"It is that we am a judgment of n ch regard 4 
the grace ot charity; the truly charitable man being an image 
of him in difpoſition, and an imitator of him in action: He 


is benevolent and beneſicent, wiſhes well to and blefleth men. 


with temporal bleſſings, and contributes all that he can to pro- 
mote the ſalvation of their ſonls. For which, in this life, he 
looks for no reward but the teflimony of His conſcience, the ap- 
probation of his Lord, and the pleaſing reflection: of having 
profited his fellow- creatures: Herein he finds à ſatis faction, 


which more than compenſates for every labour of love. No- 


the charity which does not ariſe from this divinely benevolent 
diſpoſition, however extenſive, is no proot of its giver being 
agreeable to God; for he does not judge according to 0 
appearances,. but the nature of inward principles ;. and there- 
fore only ſo far as theſe agree with His own nature, and man 
is influenced by them to imitate him in acting, are works 


pleaſing to bim. This then is the rule whereby to judge of 


the acceptableneſs of a man's ſelf and ſervice. If he be not 
in the favour and image of God, he is, not a Chriſtian, nor. 
has the grace of charity; therefore what he gives is either 
iven tlirough pride, or to gain applauſe, or from human 
ympathy, or with a view to obtain the favour of God, or: 


the kingdom of heaven; for ſo great is the ignorance of ſome 


as to ſuppoſe, that by their gifts they can atone for their ſins, 
turn away the wrath of God, and procure a place in his eter- 
nal palace.. However, it is certain, a man may give all that 


he hath, and yet not be qualified to ſerve the Lord; conſe- 


quently all his giving, as it reſpects himſelf, is of no ſervice: 
to his ſoul. So that this may be, and yet there may be no 
Chriftianity.. „„ | n * 
Neither is a conſtant courſe of prayer a proof of being a" 
Chriſtian. Prayer, with many, is only a matter of form; 
the effect, firſt, of human inſtruction, and, ſecondly, of cu-- 
ſtom; they were taught it in their infancy, and they knew no 
reaſon but cuſtom for continuing it. ey can ſay their 
prayers without any ſenſe of the ſignification of them, not 
knowing what is, nor what is not agreeable to their condition; 
for whether they be ſaints or ſinners, of God or of the devil, 
heirs of heaven or of hell they cannot tell. So not knowing 
their wants, nor what they pray for, they neither expect, nor: 
deſire any anſwer. And thus prayer is made for ſome wrong 
zeaſon only, and not to anſwer the end for which the Almighty 
e 8. ordaines 
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it; for be giveth his holy, ſpirit, or all good things uu them 
ef Ag PA ne (= ER, the Lord: They | 
Nor, indeed, do they properly. pray to he Lord > The 
F do not addreſs him as — 1 preſent, and of whom 
they have an inward ſenſe. And yet to thoſe, who are capable 
of performing the duty of prayer, the ſun. is not more obyions- 
to the outward ſenſes, than the Lord is to the inward z for 
as the eye, by the beams of the ſun, diſcerns its body, and 
its heat diffuſes warmth through the whole animal ſyſtem ; ſo 
the light of the Lord, by ſhining upon. the foul, gives it the 
knowledge of himſelf, and his love impregnates the whole 
inward principle with an heavenly warmth, and creates un- 
ſpeakable comfort. Now they, Who have not theſe, or know 
not the want of them, are blind; ſo that they pray to they 
know not what, to a God whoſe eſſence they underſtand not, 
and of whom they have no knowledge; con{equently theit la- 
bour is loſt, and themſelves, if they continue in that condi- 
Bol will be loſt 5 4 2 REN 1 ; 3 | 
But prayer, rightly performed, is an approach to God as 
2 beigg Yreſent Wich, Eee of, and FS willing, and 
ready to land all the wants of the petitioner: In which 
4 % is implied a ſenſe of the ſoul's neceflitics, a deſine of 
having them ſupplied, faith in the promiſe of God, fincerity, 
earne ſtneſs, ny, perſeverance in the application, till the 
dleſſing be obtained. And all prayer, unaccompanied with 
_ theſe circumſtances, is no better than babbling : It is as 
"ſenſeleſs as for a man to aſk a favour of one whom he does 
not know, whoſe preſence he is not ſenſible of, to whom he 
does not direct what he ſays, nor knows the nature, nor the 
neceſſity of what he aſks, nor deſires to receive it. Now if 
the perſon, thus petitioned, were ſenſible of it, would he not 
. conclude the petitioner to be mad, and himſelf ſhamefull | 
dealt with? And yet, I fear, in no wiſer nor better a way {| 
do moſt men pray. But this is their fooliſhneſs, and the 
Fruit of it is accordingly, it being a mere mockery of the Moſt | 
' High, a matter of delufion to Nen des. a labour entirely 
loſt, and a cauſe of greater condemnation. | | | 
And to no better purpoſe did many of the Phariſees pray. | 
They made many and long prayers; and yet were as far from 
being religious as the i and harlots, who, it is pro- 
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bapble, prayed not at all: Therefore for that as well as their | 
other formalities they, received the greater damnation. And 
"the fame is notorious in the preſent day; many, perhaps moſt 
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who pray, are in ſimilar circumſtances; they honour the Lord 

wich their lips, but are ignorant of him in their hearts. 

Hence their prayers are unproſitable, they bring no bleſſing; 

it is to them, in that reſpect, as if the prayed not. But 
nfeleſs 


though they gain nothing, yet their ſupplications 
ſubject them to the ſore NN of being condemned 1 well for 
their duties as for their diabolical deeds... A courſeè of Format . 
ſenſeleſs prayer then is no proof of being a Chriſtian; but, 
on the contrary, an evident indication of neither being nor 
deſiting to be one: Such are fo dead to God as not to be 
f to do good. | _ 5 #8 ? | 1 4 i 
Not is a tonflant attendance on public worſhip a proof of be- 
ing qualified to do good. Man, who N . as 
ignorant of true religion, and as Weked as they could be, if 
ey did not attend. Neither, L preſume, do they know 
Why they go as it concerns the foul. Their daily practice 
gives too great a proof of this; Which, being an, ignorant 
purſuit of earthly things as the only profit they propoſe to 
themſelves, mixed with oaths, idle ſpeeches, vain pleaſures, 
and an exceſſive gratification of their ſenſes and appetites, is 
a courſe as jmompatible with Chriſtianity, as light is with. 
darkneſs.—Nor, indeed, can the diverſions of the age, which 
moſt allow and indalge themſelves in; be rceoncited with the 
way of ſalvation. Who can play at cards; fing irreligious: - 
ſongs, dance; go tb Balls, plays, horſe-courſes,. &e, and be 
working out ſalvation with fear and trembling by repentance, 
faith, prayer, ſighs, groans, &c. ? None; for theſe things 
differ as widely as heaven and hell. Nor would it be wiſer, 
than lighting a taper to. illuminate the ſun,. to offer proof 
that a ſtate of ſalvation. and a life of ſin or ſenſeleſs diver- 
ſions cannot confiſt together. It is ſelf-evident; for their 
natufes are as oppoſite as poſſible. What then can be the caſe 
of their conftant attendance. on worſhip? Cuſtom, I preſume, 
is one cauſe. They were early initiated by thoſe who were 
over them, and therefore, like tramelled animals, have gone 
in that way ever ſince. Another, and, perhaps, with many, 
a greater reaſon is, a proſpect of aꝑpearing to e _ 
affords an excellent opportunity o l their perſons, to 
the view of the public, when expence, labour, and art, in 
reſpect of apparel, have contributed all that they can to make 
them appear with the moſt agreeable grace. To procure theſe,” 
for the ſabbath-day,, exhauits their ſtcck of money and time ; 
and to adjuſt them, in the moſt faſhionable. and N | 
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form; is the 1aborious Sunday morning's ſervice : And, when 
Ireſt, to the place of appearance they [3 to ſce and be ſeen, 
to give and receive ſalutations, and to ſay their prayers; but to 


whom they Praye and for what, their ignorance fuffers them 
1 


not to conſider and ſee. This gratifies the pride of ſome, 


who, it ſeems, ſeek only to excel in point of appearance. 
Others bave deeper views; they Want, it is probable, to diſ. 
poſe of themſelves, and ſo come to this mart fo thatpurpole; 
to get a huſband or a wife being the principal en why 
they are ſeen there. Some find their intereſt in 4ranſacting! 
outward affairs either at, or in the way to, or from the place 
of worſhip, and ſo ſerve both their bodies and ſouls, Quhers. 
go to ſee a friend; ſome to ſpend an idle hour; and man for 
they know not what. In a word, thoſe places, which better 
days built for the ſervice of the Lord, and to promote. the 
ſalvation of ſopls, are now proftituted principally to eval pur- 
poſes, Seeing then that the conduct of many, who frequent 
them, carries in it the cleareſt evidence of a complete contra- 
riety to, and perfect inconſiſtency with religion, | or even 
the defire of it; it js evident, that this may be without a - 


s 


F doing good, . „ 
Neither does a penitent and reformed condition imply a pre- 

paration far doing good, inaſmuch as, it may be. without 
either the favour or the image of God. It is nevertheleſs - . 


true, that real penitency is the effect of grace, and flows from 


» 


ſo much light and life as to be capable of being informed, 
and thereby knowing and condemning evil, that may be the 
principle of penitepcy. Nor is any thing but this ſufficient ; 
as without grace it can neither ſee, nur hate, nor forlake . 
in, as a thing diſpleaſing to God and deſtructixe to man. 


the remains of a right principle. Where the ſoul has retained + 


Some fins indeed become ſo prejudicial to the body or tem- 


poral eſtate, as'to make ſome foriake them without the uſe. of ; 


that grace. An inſtance of this was ſeen a few years ago, in 


a man exceſſively ſubject to drunkenneſs; who, through bis 
incapadity, at a time When he was intoxicated, loſt the prin- 
cipal part of his temporal property; which, when he became 
{enfible of it, ſo affected him that he reſolved never to taſte 


ftlrong liquors any more: A reſolution which he ever after 


maintained. But that it was not his conſcience, which cauſed 
his reformation, is evident from his continuing in other ſins. 
And others, to repair a decayed conſtitution, a broken for- 
tune, or retrieve a loſt character, &c. have forſaken ſome _ 
. . ut 
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ſort of faith; inaſmuch as the works of creation and provi- 
dence carry in them an inconteſtable evidence of Cay Ys 
and attributes of a God who is wiſe, great, and good, —Fait 


' 
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but continued in others. Now this partial reformation was 
ſo far from proving them true penitents, that, if they had 
forſaken all their fins for the ſame or ſimilar reaſons, it would 


have fignified nothing in reſpe& of their ſouls, it being a mere 
matter of temporal convenience, and not the Lord's honour, 
nor their own ſalvation, which induced them to do it; and 


other reaſons, in that caſe, weigh nothing with the Moſt 


High, nor miniſter good to the mind. And even when fin 
is Forſaken as offenſive to God and hurtful to men, while it 
remains unforgiven, the perſon is neither accepted of God, 


nor the inward principle purified; conſequently there 1s not 


- a qualification for doing good. This is as evident as that a 


Chriſtian principle, conſiſting of the love and likeneſs of the 


Lord, is the wu es indiſpenſably neceſſary canſe of a Chri- 


ſtian practice. Neither then does the deepeſt repentance, ac- 
companied with the fulleſt reformation, qualify n good. 
Yea ſome degree of Faith may be without Chriſtianity. 


The believing that there is one God is not only the ſaith of 
all nations, but, generally, of the individuals of every nation. 


Nor in the caſe of any, who have a capacity to judge of the 
nature of —_ and to draw rational concluſions from them, 
is any thing, ſave the objects of ſenſe, neceſſary to form this 


in 


100, in the perſon and performances of the Lord Jefus Chriſt, 
is attainable in the ſame way. The ſcripture, which con- 


tains the only revelation of him, ſo far as it is underſtood, 
aſſiſts, objectively, in believing in him; and, as an hiſtorical 


truth, it may be believed by the power of the rational 
faculty without either the aid of a divine diſpoſition or being 
ſupernaturally affiſted.— Faith likewiſe, in the Holy Ghoſt, 
is compatible with this condition; and not only as he is the 
third perſon in the Trinity, but alſo as the agent of all the 


tranſactions betwixt the Saviour and the ſouls of men; in 
particular as he is the revealer of all ſacred truth in the ſcrip- 


tures, and by immediate revelations either in opening t 


ſeripture or by ſuggeſting new matter to the mind, touching 
ſpiritual or temporal things. - 


Vea faith, as it refers to, and is the condition of ſalvation, 


may be without Chriſtianity. 'The promiſes of God, which 
are outward ſenſible ſigns of inward ſaving benefits, may be 
as firmly belieyed, as any other part of the Bible, by the 15 


tional ſoul ſcparately from, or independantly of divine af- 
ſiſtance: For reaſon, which herein is the root of faith, re: 
quires only revealed truth as a foundation to raiſe a ſtructure 
of faith upon. Whoever: then Tha i og} er in 


general, may believe in particular, [That , ave confeſs our fins, 
he is fanthful and juſt io forgive ui our. fins, and to cleanſe us 
from all mnrighteouſueſs.. And as this f ay he believed by the 
rational faculty, 10 more eſpecially / when it is a little allu- 
minated and enlivened; for, when the ſoul is made ſenſible 
of its ſtate as ſinful, and of its being expoſed to the wrath of 
God, and trembles for fear of future antelicity,-1t may, not- 
withſtanding, believe that Jeſus is the Saviour, and, in con- 
ſequence, that the promiſe of God, for his fake, will be ful- 
filled upon it: And yet, While it is ſo cireumſtanced, it is 
not in a condition which 'denominates it a Chriſtian. Hence, 
in all theſe inſtances, faith may be without pardon and puxity, 
the knowledge of ſalvation and an earneſt of heaven; and 
therefore rer for doing goodꝓß. 
Ho evident then is it that men may be Born in à Chriſtian 
country, be baptized; confirmed, receive the ſacrament, feed 
the poor, pray in a cuſtomary way, attend public worſhip, be 
penitent and reform, have faith, and yet not be Chriſtians, 
nor qualified to % goof? )! CE BPR PR CDRS. 
And having ſhewn how far a man may go and not be a 
Chriſtian, I ſhall now briefly point our how he may become 
one. If then you would be a Chriſtian, do good, and be 
rewarded in heaven, know that all the foregoing things, and 
whatever elſe of your own that can be added to them, are ſuch 
as no dependance can be placed on; that neither their natuſe 
nor Sener can fave. Of this yon may be confident by the 
Condition you are in; that being a proof of what they have 
or have not done. Can you then with affurance ſay, that 
you are fo — 4% of God as to be in his favour, and that 
5 foul is ſo holy as to have a continual tendency to glorify 
him, and do good to mankind? What evidence have you of 
Theſe? Is his love ſhed abroad in your heart, in peace and 
Joy, by a deliverance from condemnation ? Can you (cry, 
Abba, Father, from a conviction of being adopted into the 
family of God, his ſpirit bearing Tn wok your ſpirit 
that you are a child of God? Have you an earneſt of heaven 
in your heart, by a preparation for it, in holy tempers and 
affections? And do you, in conſequence of theſe things, de- 
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fire to die, as being afſured that your ſoul will be received 
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into the celeftial world? Now. if you. cannot ſay it is ſo, = 
ſure that it is not, and that you are not in a ſtate of ſalvation; 
theſe, and ſalvation being 14 kg or inſeparable things. 
Be not ſurprized at is do not think that Chriſtianity is 
either contrary to, or. ſhort of Chriſt fully fermed in the 
| heart, the hope of heaven. he reaſon of it ariſeth from th 
nature of the things with which it is principally concerned, 

wiz. the Almighty, his ſervice, and kingdom. But theſe are 
Hhuoly in the greateſt degree: The Lord's moral attributes are 
| oodneſs, juſtice, and truth; his law is holy, juſt, and good; 
| and his kingdom requires theſe properties in all its poſſeſſors. 
| Whatever then .conſtitptes the Lord, his law, and kingdom 
| muſt enter into the compoſition of all that are agreeable to 
| _ Him, qualified to ſerve him, and prepared to poſſeſs lis 
| enn 
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o confirm, theſe aſſertions, I ſhall cite ſome. ſcripturss 


which ſpeak the ſame language: Be ye boly, ſaith th. Lord, for 


eee Y. As be is, fo are we in this world. That by theſe ze 
866 anght be made artakers of the dix ine nature. God is | 5H and 
1 be, that dwelleth in lave, dæurlleth in Gad, and Cad in him. 
mY Theſe are highly expreſſive of man's moral likeneſs to the 
Iuord.— And how he is to he ſerved. is fignitied by, T ha foal! 
fl Jive the Lord vit) all thy beart, foul, min d, and ſiren gibs and 
{8 by neighoour as thyſelf. . That ave, being delivered out of the 
„ 2 7 . might 4 92 1 72 righteouſneſs 
i \BY fore im all the days of our lie. And that, which prepares 
th | 755 his kingdom, is to by e d by the following — 
1 nent paſſages: Zxcepr.a man be born again, ht cannot ſee the 
jt 4ingdom of God,  Folleqv. peace auith ail men, and holineſs, 
I! . without, which no. man /ball ſee the, Lord, Blaſſed are abe pure 
Til a Ot ents i DE ny 

j Nor is it poſſible that theſe ſhould ſubſiſt in the ſoul with- 


. Out a ſenſe of them. The ſoul is the ſeat of ſenſe, and when 
impreſſed by outward objects, receives ſenſible ideas of them. 
In like manner ſpiritual impreſſions, whether producing ſor- 
row, or joy, &c, are exceedingly. elear. In particular the 
ſoul knows the ſtate it is in reſpect of ſalvation, its capacit 
to conform to the commandments, of God, and its quali- 
cation for his kingdom. That theſe are ſelf-evident things, 
many paſſages of ſcripture clearly prove: A ſpecimen of them 
\ | are the following: And hope maketh. not aſhamed,. becauſe the 
| J, of God is Fa abroad in our hearts by th: Holy Ghoſt, 
ce is given unto ns, The ftirit itſelf bearecth witneſs avith 
; 97 
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aur ſpirit, that wwe are the children of God. And hereby æue 
know that he abideth in us, by the ſpirit which be hath given 
4. "Theſe carry in them an inconteſtable evidence that fal- 
vation is made known to the ſoul. And their principle, of 
religious and moral actions, implies a conſciouſneſs of their 
condition, it being an underſtanding to diſcern, a will to 
chooſe, and a power to do their duty. Agreeably* to this it 
is ſatd, I will circumciſe thine heart, and the heart of thy ſeet', 
that thou mayeft love the Lird thy God with all "thy* heart, 
and cbilh all thy' foul. For au art his ui, cre- 
ated anew in Chriſt Jus unto gd works, which God 
hath before ordained that awe Bald dbl in them. I can 
do all things thraugh Chriſt firengthening me, And that 
the evidence, of an earneſt of heaven, is alſo inſeparable from 
a preparation for it, appears from the following, and other 
feriptares':' For wwe kn.av that, If the earthly houſe" of this . 
bernacle avere dijJolv:d, aut have a building of God, an bouſe 
not made with hand:, eternal in ibe heavens. © And beg that 
hath wrought us fer the ſ-lf-Jame thing, is God, who hath blo 
given unto us the earneſt of the ſpirit. © Aud ue rejoice in hope of 
thei lory of God. r 4 D e enn 1 
Now what can be more evident than that the thing, Which 
conſtitutes a Chriſtian, qualifies to ſerve God, and prepares 
for heaven, is an heart reſembling the Deity in a"divine dif- 
poſition, with a propenſity and power to pleaſe him, and a 
meetneſs in it to aſſociate with the faints above. And that 
there is alſo an evidence, of each, neceſſarily ariſing from 
it; for Chriſtians know, that they are of God, by the ſpirit 
which he hath given them; they ſenſibly perceive” that their 
hearts are ſet to ſerve him, and they anticipate the happineſs 
of heaven by a joy which is unſpeakable and full of glory. 
And as theſe are the ingredients, which enter into the 
compoſition of the Chriſtian principle; where they are not, 
the contrary are, the abſence of the Lord's love, likeneſs, 
and an earneſt of heaven ſuppoſe his wrath, ſatan's image, 5 
and an earneſt of hell. The one or the other of theſe muſt 
be. All the difference is, that ſome ſinners know their fate, x 
and others do not; ſome feel the wrath" of God in preſent i 
condemnation, and have feartul forebodings of future deſtruc- - 1 
tion, and others are generally inſenſible of all that concerns 
them; for though, while the day of grace endures, the di- 
vine ſpirit ſtrives with, convinces and condemns them; yet 
that theſe con ictions, with many, never come to good effect 
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is evident from their continuing to ſwear, lie, break ſabbaths, 


Ke. Hence it is, that fin overſpreads the land as a flood; 


all orders of men, a few exceptions to be made, are deeply 
infected with it.. . | 


— - 


However, as a preparation for doing good is abſolutely 


neceſſary, it is a paint to which we canngt be too attentive, 
and for the 2 of which, if leſs would not ſuffice, we 


ſhould facrifice all ſenſual ſatisfactions, abandon. profitable 
- purſuits, emaciate our body, and afflict our ſoul to the high 
eſt degree: For what can it profit to have a ſucceſſion of 


ſenſual enjoyments, to acquire riches, to be plump in perſon, 
and eaſy in ſpirit, when ſlaves to ſin, ſervants of the devil, 
and beixs of damnation? A condition fo calamitous, if rightly 
underſtood, would be ſufficient to excite againſt ourſelves the 
ſeyereſt indignation, and provoke us to purſue, with unre- 
mitted ardour, this moſt excellent antidote againſt evil, and 
power to do good. For the unfolding of this condition I 


ſhall briefly offer the following particulars. 


Now that, which this is grounded upon, is man's condi- 


tion as a ſinner;; the Propyraes of which-are blindneſs, hard- 


neſs, and fearleſſneſs. Ihe ſinner is ſo infenfible of himſelf, 


- his ſin, danger, and the way of ſalvation as not to know that 
his heart is a ſource of ſinful and damnable deeds. He ſees 


Not that his life is a We of the devil's law, that he 
literally does what. the Lord forbids, and what the devil 
would have him do. He is likewiſe dark in regard of dan- 


ger, not knowing that he is already condemned to hell, and 


that the ſentence may ſoon be executed upon him. And he 


is equally inſenſible of the way of being ſaved from fin and 
ſuffering.— Hence he is ſo bard as not to lament his caſe 
and as his fin increaſes, ſo does his hardneſs; and when fin 
has got to the higheſt pitch, his heart is as immoveable as the 
nether milſtone, and as ſenſeleſs as fleſn ſeared with an hot 
iron. And from this callous condition the mad mirth of 


wicked men proceeds. Inſtead of weeping and wailing for 


the intolerable and eternal torments they are ſubject unto; 


they laugh; ſport, play, jeſt, dance, ſing ſongs, &c. Now 
none but madmen do ſo when in danger of death and dam- 
nation. —Inſeparable from theſe is their being void of the 
fear of God, of death, and of hell: God, notwithſtanding 
his greatneſs and goodneſs, juſtice and holineſs, omnipreſence 
and omniſcience, does not affect them, and his fear is neither 
in their hearts nor before their eyes. And as the blind ſee 


no 
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no danger on the brink of a pit; Fo ſenſeleſs ſinners fee not 
the evil of fin, the wrath of God, the curſe of the law, nor 
the danger of going to hell. To all theſe, tho',revealed from 
heaven, they 2re as blind as a beetle; and therefore are as 
böld as lions, live ſecurely, dare to die, yea to take a leap in 


the dark, not knowing whither they are'going.—Now, if the 


lives of men be a proof of the ſtate of their inward principle, 
this condition is exceedingly common, as many not only hve 
in a cuſtomary courſe of ſinning, but alſo with all the ſigns 
of ſatisfaction in ſo doing: Which conduct evidences the 
evil of their hearts, the callouſneſs of their conſcienees, and 
their want of concern for ſalvation. + os 0 8! 

How then may theſe be delivered from their dark, dead, 
and dangerous condition? To reach the remains of good, in 
ſouls ſo corrupt, the method muſt be little leſs than miracu- 


| lous. But the Lord can remind them of paſt miſdeeds, point 


out their preſent danger, and provoke them to repent, if they 
will, according to their power, comply with him. Now 
this is done with or without means. With; for God at- 
tacheth himſelf to, and worketh by many. Whatever occurs, 


that is proper to give man ſuitable ſenſe of his condi- 


tion, and excite him to ſcek deliverance from it, he appheth, 
and giveth energy to. Without; through immediate-mant- 
feſtations to the mind by voice, viſion, dreams, repreſenta- 
tions, impulſes, infuſions of light, life, power, &., Which 
produce conviction, guilt, ſerrow, ſhame, fear, hatred of 
evil, defire of good, and other ſuitable ſenſations, if con- 
curred with; which prepare the ſoul for what is prepared for 
it. Nor is there any difficulty in this; for God, who, here- 
after, will judge the world according to its works, can point 


_ out, in the preſent time, paſt public and private tranſactions. 
| He can do it by degrees os by a full conviction at firſt. - It 
is generally done grudually, becauſe it is his will that man 


ſhould be upon his trial in ſeeking, as well as in ſerving him. 
The condition of many proves this, inaſmuch as they are 
neither fully convinced nor converted: And yet all might 
be, while the day of grace endures. But, by diſobedience ; 
conviction, with moſt, is ſuperficial and ſhort-lived, enters 
not deep and ſoon dies. Nor does the Lord compel them to 
torſake their ſins, as their continuing in them ſufficiently 
ſhews. And yet he would, if he confiſtently could, having 
No pleaſure in their fin, nor in their ſuffering for it. Ihe 
ignorance, impentinency, ang wickedneſs then, which abound 


U 
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in the world, are not the fruits of a deſect in the grace of 
God's ſpirit, nor of his want of good- will towards men, but 
of their careleſs, ſlothful, timorous conduct: So a preparatior, 
for doing good, is effected in proportion as the ca 15 of it is 
concurred with by the ſubjects of it. $4. N 
Now this ariſeth from the nature of man and the covenant 
of grace. The nature of man is free and active; and there - 
fore capable of making oppoſition, eſpecially when it is ſin- 
ful. Its chooſing or Wb is the effect of its freedom, 
though motives, ere : Fray may urge to do the one 
or the other. Hence, even under the load of influence, it is 
arbitrary, acts as its poſſeſſor pleaſes, particulary in the laſt - 
point of determination; and ſo may either obey or diſobey 
the dictates of the divine ſpirit and its own (then) divided 
diſpoſition and defire.—Nor is this contrary to, but conſo-. 
nant with the nature of divine commands: For, when the 
Almighty requires men to repent, and tells them they ſhall 
periſh, if they do not, it ſuppoſes that they may or may not, 
and that it depends on their on pleaſure to do or leave it 
undone. In like manner, as conviction is but ſeldom com- 
plete on its firſt commencing, the inoreaſe of it depends on 
obedience to the beginning of it. And, as the beginning is 
mall, it is abſolutely neceſſazy to be attentive to it. It is 
like a ſpark thrown on green wood, the moiſtnefs of which 
tends rather to quench than to kindle it. The heart, which. 
3s ſiuful in itſelf, and ſurrounded by temptations, requires all 
the culture man is capable of giving it. Thoughts, defires, 
and every thing, that flow from the ſeed of grace in it, mult 
be watched over and fully reduced to practice, and the con- 
trary things, to prevent their prevailing againſt the good 
Principle, kept under. And, as the method is taken, there 
Will be an increaſe of diſcernment, deſire, deteſtation of ſin, 
Ke. hich, according to the degree of the increaſe, will de- 
ſtroy falſe peace, quicken the conſeience, raiſe fear, con- 
vulſe the ſoul, and create an unſeakable concern. The ſoul 
will then be ſeen as a ſinful, guilty, hell-deſerving, helpleſs. 
thing. Hence the finner, finking in his own eyes, will be 
cut off from all. hope reſulting from his own righteouſneſs, 
repentance, reformation, prayers, tears, &c. All his ſup- 
rts will fink under him, and he will have no plea, but—F 
ve ſinned, I am condemned, I deſerve to be damned, what 
muſt I do to be ſaved ? . If 9 1 
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Aud now, finners, is it nectffary to intreat you to be for- 


* 


given? Surely, if the Lord will forgive, you ſhould be as 
willing to be forgiven, as a malefactor is to accept the King's 
mercy. And be aſſured that this is agreeable. to him, it be- 
ing for this purpoſe that you have been permitted to live. 
Your fins have been ſufficient to ſeparate you. from himſelf, 
and to fink you into endleſs ſufferings: Your being out of 


hell then indicates how little pleaſure 1e has had in your pu- 


niſhment.. Conſider likewiſe what he has done to prevent. 
your perdition, and to profper your ſoul.. He gave his fon 


to be a ſacrifice for your fins, accepting his ſufferings as a 


ſufficient atonement for them: for he vas in Chriſt reconciling 


the world to himſel,,. not imputing their treſpaſſes.. This then 


is the ground of your being forgiven. ' And it is ſufficient to 
ſuſtain all the weight of your ſins, being the ſacrifice of him 
who was God 55 | 

whereof he gave aſſurance by raiſing hun from the dead; For 
he was delivered for our offences, and raiſed again for our juſtifi- 
cation. And, for your farther encouragement, be attentive 


to his promiſe ;. for without it you can have but little — 5 
However, if the word of a God, of one Who 


of ſucceſs. | 
cannot lie, and who is able, willing, and ready to fulfil it, 
can encourage, you may have it; inaſmuch as his promiſes 
are all yea and amen in Chrift Jeſus, centring in him. as the 


mediator- of the new cvenant, and ſure to be fulfilled for 


his ſake, he being faithful who has promſed. A ſpeeimen of 
the promiſes contained in this covenant is, I will put my lawws- 
into their mind, and wii 
to them a. God, and they 


te them ix their hearts: and I will be 
Rall be to me a people. Aud they fall 
20t.- teach. eVery. man his neighbour, an every man his brother, 


Saying, know, the Lord 15 all all know me from the leaft to 
e 


the greateſt: For I will be merciful do their unrighteouſueſt, and 
thiir ius, and their iniquitres vill I remember no more. If we 
confeſs our fins, be is faithful and juſt to forgive us dur fins, and 
zo cleanſe ns from all unrighteonſnc/t. Now ' theſe plain and 
erer paſſages have reſpect to all ſinners, and are particu- 

rly applicable to penitents. This then is the portion which 
God has provided and promiſed through his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, 


the mediator between himſelf and them. Nor is it defective; 


for its quality is according to their condition as guilty unholy 


creatures, and its quantity is equal to all their evilss. 


Now what can prevent your partaking of this Nothing 


Lord 


but your incredulity or careleſſneſs. If you believe what the 


man. It was alſo accepted of the Father, 
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Lord hath ſaid, and confide in him for its fulfilling ; and it 
you ſeek it by prayer, and in the uſe of all other appointed 
means, it will { aan This is as ſure as that God is true. 
Wreſtle then, with, earneſt importunity, till you obtain the 
bleſſing, and you ſhall be ſenfible of it by its ſaving and ſa- 
tisfying effects: You ſhall be ſo ſaved as to have neither guilt 
for what is paſt, nor fear for what is to come; peace and 
hope ſhall poſſeſs and preſerve you, and. purity and power 
ſhall be the properties of your inward principle, for your af- 
fections will be ſuitable to the Lord and his ſervice, and their 
ſtrength will make you ſurmount difficulties, eſcape dangers, 
reſiſt temptations, and diſcharge duties. Solid ſatisfaction 
will likewiſe flow from this ſource in a pure, peaceable, ſe- 
rene, and conſoling conſcience, in holy affections and tem- 
pers, and in a high hope of heaven. | 1 
And now, being created anew in Chriſt Jeſus, what re- 
turn will you make to the Lord for his benefits? He requireth 
you to do god; the objects of which duty are himſelf and 
mankind. And, as. he is the greateſt and beſt of beings, as 
well as the author. of all-mervies and bleſſings, and the object 


' of 1 3 7b that duty muſt firſt be done to him; and, in 


the diſcharge of it, your heart, lips, and life muſt be em- 
ployed. Firſt, your part muſt be performed in his praiſe. In 


this his excellencies and acts, his ſpiritually and purity, wif. 


dom, goodneſs, greatneſs, juſtice, mercy, patience, long-ſuf-. 
ſering, &c. mult be the objects of your adoration.. Praiſe to 
the high and holy Lord is an eminent act of the rational and 
holy ſoul; and theſe are the ſublime fubjects on which to 
expatiate in that celeſtial ſervice. And, as it is a principal 


part of the employ of happy ſouls in heaven, it is an imitation 


of thoſe celeſtial. 5 5.5 in that which is their greateſt ex-: 
cellence, and the moſt ſublime part of their ſervice. Nor is 
this imitation incompatible with man's condition, inaſmuch 
as the ſervice and the power to perform it are the ſame both 
above and below. Hence then, in doing good, God muſt 
be adored with the mind and with the mouth: The mind 
muſt have an high and honourable ſenſe of him, and ſignifi- 
cant figns, of what he is and has done, muſt be exhibited by 
words and ſongs of praiſe. e 


Gratitude alſo, for benefits, is another way of doing good, 


as it has reſpe& unto God. Benefits, are the great and good 


things daily received.. 'Temporal bunten „the neceſſaries 
and conveniences of life, are a portion diſpenſed in the may 
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of divine providence ; and, as they are imparted for the pre · 
fervation, proſperity, and pleaſure of man's periſhable part, 
it is a duty incumbent upen him to be unfeigned hh thankful 
for them. He, that can fit down to a table prepared by pro- 
vidence, and return from it without a grateful ſenſe of his 
bene factors bounty, is a brute; and, therefore, by a ſenſible 
ſatiriſt, is compared to a ſwine under an oak; Which, 7 2 
it feeds to the full on What is fallen, never looks up to 
whence the fruit comes. Such are inſenſible of their depen- 
dance on God; who, by reſtraining the rain, can reduce 
them to the greateſt extremity. Beſides, ſuppoſing no danger 
of that, thankfulneſs is every dependent excature's duty; and 
the want of it, in ancient days, was a mark of an abandoned 
mind; for when St. Paul gives a catalogue of the greateſt 
crimes, and thereby deſcribes the cauſe of 1 8 being caſt off 
and accurſed of God, he concludes it With, either were 
thankful. Surely then none diſcharges his duty to God, who 
is not grateful for daily benefits. A confirmation of this may 
be collected from inſtances, of the contrary kind, in the ex- 
ample of the moſt excellent: Our divine Redeemer” and pat- 
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tern, before he fed the ſive thouſand, rat bread, aud gave 
thanks unte Cad: St. Paul likewiſe zook bread, and gave 0 
unto Gad in the mid; of them all, and, æuben be had broken it, 
he began to eat. This method of proceeding ſhews the ſenſe 
they Jad of their dependance on the ſovereign being, and the 
obligation they thought themſelves. under 55 grateful to him 
for temporal things. Nor muſt gratitude be confined to theſe. 
Spiritual things, as they are more profitable, pleaſant, and 
durable, call much more for it. Betwixt them there is no 
compariſon; as the greateſt abundance, of earthly things, 
anſwers no better purpoſe than to ſupport the body and ſatisfy 
the ſenſual 5 ſhort and uncertain ſeaſon: But 
ſpiritual ones have reſpect to the preſent and future well- being 
of the immortal ſoul, © And that they have as real a ſubſtance, 
and are as manifeſt to the ſoul, as temporal: ones, are to the 
body, is evidenced by Chriſt calling himſelf the bread ad be 
call of life : Which, though figurative expreſſions, are ſig- MM 
nificant of things ſubſtantial and fpiritually perceived. Theſe 
denote the graces of the ſpirit which enlighten, enliven, 
_Itrengthen, comfort, &c. the ſouls of men; they make them 
alive to God; conſtitute them capable of loving, delighting, 9 
Tejoicing, and hoping in him; form the eſſence of heaven in 
the beart in holineſs and happineſs; and are, in the preſent 


| time, 3 
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time, an anticipation of cternal glory. To this inward prin- 
ciple (for all theſe belong to it) are added ſuch bleſſings as 
ſerve to refreſh, invigorate, and make more fruitful in that 
which is agreeable to God, profitable and pleaſant to them- 
Mi ſelves, and edifying to others. Deliverances likewiſe; both 
of a temporal and ſpiritual nature, as wrought by the proti- 
dence and grace of God, and a well rounded. hope of hea⸗ 
ven enhance the whole. Theſe are the general benefits, for 
which man is to be grateful; and to perform this duty is one 
part of doing gooc. r IPL DOTS 
A third method of doing good, tyith regard to God, is 
ta keep his commandments, This has refyect to every action of 
man's life, whether facred or civil, aggeeably to that com- 
mand: Whether ye eat or drink, or whathever ye do, do 
«ll tothe glory of God. To glorify him is to have a continual 
remembrance of him, to advert to his preſenoe, to act under 
his eye as the inſpector of alf deſigns and deeds, and to con- 
ſider him as the objeR,. end, judge, and rewarder of them: 
To glorify him is alſo to imitate him in his wiſdom, holi- 
nefs, love, goodneſs, truth, - juſtice, mercy, patience, long- 
ſuffering, &c. in the higheſt degree we are capable of. To 
plorify im 1s likewiſe to do all things with a Th. to pleaſe 
im, and to ſhew forth his praiſe by making his name, na- 
ture, attributes, and acts honourable in the eyes of others; 
that they may alſo be excited. to ſeek his ſalvation and ſerve 
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him. | | | 
Doing good has alſo reſpect to men's ſouls. and bodies. 
And, as the ſoul is the principal part, the good, which is. 
done to it, is of the greateſt moment imaginable, as it tends. 
to prevent its perdit on, and promote its on. And that 
the inſtrumemality of man may be of exeedingly great ſervice; 
is evident: St. James ſaith, Let him know, that he, abe con- 
*werteth-s ſinner from the error of his ways. all ſave a foul from 


death, and [all hide a multitude of fins. Fo this purpoſe the 
8 


example muſt be excellent, as nothing ĩs more inſtructive than 
that; for a good man ſeen, thougł blent,. counſel gives, and. 
the touched ſpectator wiſhes to be wile, tobe like him. This 
is a powerful way of inſtructing, inaſmuch as works generall7 
indicate what a: man is, it being difficult to act the Chriitian, 
in all points of practice, without a right 34 vans And 
doing good, in this way,. muſt run through the whole life, 
and be ſo regular as to have no unevenneſs in it; for a defect 
in piety to God, or juſtice, truth,. charity, &c, to _ 
| 4 bay a 
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vill tarniſh the whole, —But” doing good, as it reſpects the 
ſoul, may be miniſtered by words alſo. - Sinners muſt; be 
reproved, or their blood, if they periſn, will be required at 
the neglecter's hands: Than Halt nes hate thy brother in thy 
heart ; Thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy neighbour, and not 
Suffer fin upon him. Now to ſuffer fin is to permit it to paſs 
unreproved, when it is poſſible to be done; and this, accord- 
ing to the judgment of God, is to hate our brother. Seeing 
then that ſin is the ſure way to endleſs ſuiferings ; who, that 
loves another, will not pluck him from the way of perdition ? 
Surely if one, wham.we love, were deſtroying his perſon or 


% 


roperty, we ſhould reprove and apprize him of his danger; 
2 to do it would argue the want of a good will, and 


indicate an evil one. What then are they, in whoſe mouths 
are no reproofs, who ſuffer ſinners to go to hell as faſt as ſin 
and the wings of time can carry them? Alas! they have no 


* 


love, or they would labour for their good. Then they are 


haters of them; that is their proper character. And it is 


probable that, in the day of ee ſinners will accuſe 


them of their eruel ſilence by ſaying, If you had eph ec 
us for ſwearing, lying, drunkenneſs,” Whoredoms, fabbath- 
Ereaking, Sc.“ we might have been ſaved from fin and ſuf- 


0 


fering. Good may likewiſe. be done by Iaſtructiom; for as 
every man muſt be warned, ſo muſt every man be taught. 
Such, as know not their condition, muſt have it explained to 


0 


them: Particularly the evil nature and effects of fin ſhould be 


ſhewn, that they may be without excuſe. The ſtate of the heart 
too, its pride, anger, ſelf- will, covetouſneſs, and other wicked 


tempers and affections muſt be proved to be inconſiſtent with 


Chhriſtianity, and incompatible with heaven. From theſe 


muſt be inferred the abſolute neceſſity of forgiveneſs and the 
grace of God's ſpirit to reſtote chem to his favour and image; 


and they muſt be told that, withoat theſe it is impoſſible to be 


at peace withhim, to ſerve him, and to be ſaved; Ihe way 
to obtain, retain, and improve them to the beſt purpoſe muſt 
allo be pointed out, viz.” by repentance, faith, and obe- 
dience. In a word, example, reproof, inſtruction, &c. muſt 
be uſed to prevent the deſttuction, and to promote the ſalva- 


tion of men. 


Doing good has likewiſe reſpect to the bodies of men, and | 
implies muniſtering to them by counſel, caution, gifts, &c. 
adviſing them for their advantage, guarding them againſt 


evil, and furniſhing them with ſuch things as they want and 
| we 


oved 


E : 
we have to give. It particularly implies feeding the hungry, 
2 the naked, relieving the diſtreſſed, | viſiting pw” | 
Let us now obſerve what it is to do evil. To do evil, in 
a good {tare of mind; is to act contrary to its dictates” and 
divine commands. This is the effect of that freedom, conſe- 
quent on man's conſtitution of mind, which qualifies him to 
act a part, for which he is accountable to God. But the cor- 
ruption, contrafted by ſinning, deſtroys that freedom by ren- 
dering the foul unable to chooſe and do good, and by fixing 
it in the choice and practice of evil. That the caſe is thus, 
is evident from freedom's not being compatible with every 
Condition; that, though an holy ſoul has a liberty to Ty 
evil, an unholy one has not to chooſe good. Hence then, 
though ſin begin when the ſoul is free, it may in the end en- 
Nave it. And a conſtant courſe of finning is an evident 
_proof of great corruption; for fin, in the beginning, by pro- 
ducing guilt, fear, ſhame, &. ſits uneaſily on the ſoul, and 
40 is neither ſo frequent, forcible, natural, nor agreeable as 
when the heart is corrupted and the conſcience quieted by it. 
A conſtant courſe of wickedneſs then, and the lightneſs, 
laughter, mirth, and e e ſinners, o com- 
_- "mon in the world, are clear indications that many are ſo cor- 
rupt as not to be conſcious of their condition: they are 
neither condemned in their conſciences, nor do they dread 
amnatibn for what they doo ; 
Seeing then that the firſt cauſe of f 
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nning is a wrong uſe of 
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1 free agency, the ſecond is a corrupt heart conſequent on it. And 
Ml to do evil is to be guilty of acts of eee or untighte- 
| -ouſnels, of a breach of any command contained in the firit 
1 


or the ſecond table of the law; of loving and ſerving any 


thing more than the Lord, worſhipping idols, taking the 
; Ir name in vain, breaking fabbatbs, not honouring pa- 


rents, murder, committing adulter 


„„ Nealing, bearing falſe 


witneſs againſt neiphbours, or coveti 
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do evil is Hkewiſe to do any, and confequently every thing, 


out of God's favour and image; (for theſe are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary as a preparation for doing good! Hence not only 


curſing, ſwearing, lying, whoredom, drunkenneſs, picking, 


ſtealing, cheating, defrauding, coyetouineſs, pride, paſſion, 
ſelf-will, &c. are ſinful; but all civil and ſacred actions, as 
plowing, fowing, reaping, gathering into barns, buying, ſell- 


— 


Ang, trading, Prayers, präiſes, offerings, alme, reading, hear- 


ing, 
* * 


n 


fig] 


1 my, receiving facraiments, Kc. are ſo alſo. All theſe. how- I 
| good in — are evil in thoſe who do them xith- 8 
out hug 1 requiſite to render them good in the ac- 4 
count of God: For as an evil tree cannot Bear good frutt, = 
fo an evil _ cannot do good "things. Moreover, to do 
evil is to propagate it doArines diſhonourable to 
God, or Setvidungt e denying the Deity, or ] 
of his attributes, his idence, his judgin £ 
men according to p r Greer the” fervice * 1 
rejcting the ſeri 7 wrong repreſentations | 
2 and way o ſalration, by fooliſh. and 1 
worſhip, and by every other thi whereby the Lord is | 
of his right, and men are prejudiced in their ſpiritual a 
eternal concerns. In particular it is to teach that as the 
to beaven which is the way to hell, where r ſouls are kept 
inſenfible'of fin and danger, and unacquainted with the ha= © 
ture; neceſſity; and way of falvation. ' Tkis, as it will have 75 
effects ſobſiſting for ever in the Toſs os heaven and the gaining bf 
of hell; is the moſt dreadful way . Lav it is bei 9 
factors for the devil, deſtroying 8 r 1 
ons of damnation.— Example alſo is a way, evil is 
— done. So the ſwearer, ſabbath-breaker, drunkard, liar, railer, 
abuſer of mankind by words or Works, the covetous,. the 
_ worldly talker, the proud, the paſſionate; the ſong- fing a 
fheu others the way to work wickedneſs, and by all the 
dhat facts can give, excite them to the commiſſſon pr eg Tis 
| rnors inſtroct the governed, preachers their: people, ma- 
their ſervants, parents their children, and other public 
offenders all with whom they have to do. To do evil is likes 
_ wiſe to command others to commit it, to teach it by precept, 
to ſolicit, entice,” inſnare, ſeduce, bribe or hire to it, to de 
fraud, cheat, pick, ſteal, rob, maim, murder, backbite, 
flander, belle; KAM to do evil is to c 
thoſe diverſions, faſhions," and methods of proceeding. which 
evidently tend to draw-men's minds from God and | 
corrupt their morals, and conſequently diſqualify them fo 
ferving the Lord here, and being ſaved hereafter, much 
then for doing good and evil. | 
Let us now attend to the conſequence of theſe things, as 


„ e. by: Marvel not at this, for the hour is comizg' when 
ell that are in'their graves Kall ear his voice, and Pall come i 
forth," they that have done good to the reren un of lift 5 and 
they that have dmg evil 10 * me of lanai "The Bf 
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/ awiul hour is drawing near, when all the dead {hall hear the 
.. ice of the Son of God. This voice, it-is,probable, is the 
und of the arch- angel's trumpet, he being commiſſione4 hy 
Chriſt to awaken the world. Of this the apoſtle gives two, 
pointed predictions: Zehold, ſaith he, I, abi foewn..you @ 
aupſtery : ve Hall not all fleep, but aue ſhall all be changed in a 


moment, in the twinkling of an ehe, at the laſt trump.( fer the 
trumpet fall 


| et, und 8 and the dead Gall | be: raiſed incarruplible, 
and weghall be changed. — For the Lord himſelf hall deſcend from 
heaven with a ſhout, with the waice of the areb- angel, and avith 
tbe trump of Ged. This will be the prologue to the grand 
1 of the laſt day. And as our text teacheth nothing 
. noſe, who ſhall then be alive, that circumſtance 3s. 
upplied by theſe pertinent paſſages.—A. part of the apoſile's 
. then is, Hat aue. Hall uot all. ſleep, or be in the grave 
at our Lord's laſt coming; that there will be a living as well 
as a dead people to be dealt with; and that though the living 
cannot be raiſed, yet will they. witneſs. a change, in ſubſtance 
the ſame; for the dead ſhall b raiſed incorruptible, and the 
livapg. changed into the ſame ſtate... 4 
And when the trump of God ſhall ſound, how will tke 
living be affected! Some (it being always night with a part 
of, the earth] will be aſleep.; others, it is probable, indulging 
In ſenſual delights ; ſome executing ſchemes for profit, or- 
pleauſure; others 1 0 fur the ſame purpoſe; many com- 
mitting the moſt diabolical deeds, murdering, robbing, pick- 
ing, ftealing, cheating, detrauding, ſwearing, lying, drinking, 
whoring, and every other evilz and all — Fu of, and 
unptepared far ſo tremendous a tranſaction. Like the antedi- 
luvians, they will be ſecure in had circumſtances; for they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage when. 
the flood came upon them. Or like the law leſs ſons of So- 
dom, who were mad with luſt, pride, and paſſion, when hre and 
brimſtone fell upon them. But, Jo] in a moment the alarm 
is given; like loud thunder, butſting over their heads the 
trumpet ſounds, rends the air, and fills the whole concaye of, 


4 


heaven, crying, Sree as judgment, O ye ſous and 0555 - 
ters of men, prepare Nou the fleepers ſtart from their couches 
in great conſternation, midnight revels break up, buſineſs 
ally diverſions are forſaken, the great, the gay, the wile, 
the wanton, the lofty dame, and the hlooming maid, are all 
ſaddeoly ſurprized, convulſed, and confounded ; hearing the 
voice of God, they ſtart, fear, tremble, and turn pale; and. 


* * 7 42 


1 


60 1 lnbrertk- wen confternation, the ju. 18 appears in fami ” 
firs; and every eye ſhall ſee him, ndl the kindreds of the 


earth ſhall wall becauſe of him. And now thoſe ſenſual, un- 


righteous, and ungodly wretches, whom neither God nor 
man could diſſuade from their fins, or perſuade to Ive ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in che world, are loft in fear, know not 
how to eſcape, fee no open door, and therefore run to the 
rocks and mountains; för,“ as a figure of this, it is ſaid, 
the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich 
men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and 


«« every bond-man, and every free.: man hid themfelves in the. 


« dens, and in the rocks of the mountains; and Tail to the 
„ mountains and rocks, fall on us and dide us from the face 


« of him, that fitteth on N throne, and from the wrath. of | 


10 the lamb*:; For the gene day of his wrath is come, and 
«© Ho is able to ſtand 2 hs will the finders in Z ien be 
afraid,” and fearfulneſs f. urprize the bypoctites. Nom like- 


wiſe he will call to the dend; for all; that are in their graves, 


ſhall hear his voice; a voice incom arably loud: Sihai's ſhrill 


trumpet and loud thunders were filence compared with this. 
It will enter the earth, pierce” to the bottom of the ſea? run 
ery in the cars of all, 4 


ro the utmoſt bounte-of the world, and 
Arvate, ariſe, Je Arad, and come to 7 Ho 
ful word the duſt of all the dead: will b 


nent! NU this p 


attentive. Fler hc 


in the beginning called the elements out of notfüngs uud ” 
| the hoſts of heaven and inhabitants of the earth oü the. 


can create the bodies of the dead a-new, and cauſe them to 


hear. They, who turned a deaf ear to every other call," ſhall 


hear this. The duſt of the ſaint and the fitiner ſhall be alike 
attentive- They will awake, and from their ſilent bed of 
earth lift up their innocent or guilty heads. The ſp 
paradiſe will alſo hear, and old themſelves in re 
retenter their old habitatton, and the howlers in hell will be 
eee of their approaching fate. "Thus this wn 
vice ſhall be heard in earth, heaven,” and hell. 
Aud Joel come fob. Now all that are in their} graves, all 
the .duit of men and women will be obedient” to this call. 
Tombs wilt burſt, er open, ſcattered duſt unite, the ſea 
give up its dead, ſepered parts aſſemble, yea, each vagrant 


222 


mote, Whether in earth, or ait, or ocean, hall come orth. 


Now monuments prove faithful ts their truſt; and render 
back their long committed duſt. *Now'charniels rattle; ſeat- 


ed limbs, and all the 2 bones advance; fragments. 
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of bodies in confuſion fly, to diſtant realms, to claim deſert- 
ed members, and complete the frame. All the parts and 
particles, neceſſary to compoſe immortal bodies, the len, 
who is infinite in wiſdom and power: will, Ae. col col. 
kf, and compact together. 

But how ent from uin e ei The natural, — 
rupt, and mortal body will be 8 incorruptible, and 
immortal. All its preſent properties will be ſo + ns that, 
though the ſubſtance of it be the ſame, it will differ from its 
firſt ſtate as darkneſs does from light. The pattern of its 
purity, permanency, and other glorious properties will be 
che glorified body of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; as he is, ſo will 
be; for be ill change , wile bodies, that they may be 
Saen, bie ano "pd we; It will be raiſed, it 18 
| | voy pc —__ pitch of purity matter is capable of; 
2 4 44h not be o {| gh and intelligent as the mind. 
However, it will who ſenſes and a u- ſuitable to its 
ſituation, to the objects that ſutrou and to the ſatiſ- 
flactions aſſigned for it: It will be a new body naturalized to 
_ anew world. Moreover, it will be honourabhle and aQtive ; 
honourable, in cone; uence; of its likeneſs to, and admittance 
_ ano the preſence of ie; Lord, and active, as the effect of its 
© near reſemblance to It is ſown indiſponour, but raiſed in 
«gle: In a word, it will be luminous, lively, ſtrong, active, 
and immortal; capable of beholding the 7 of God, en- 
Joying the happineſs of heaven, and aſſiſting the ſoul i in all 
. ts. ſervices.—Nor will the bodies of the wicked remain in 
their preſent condition. They will have the ſame properties 
of ſpixituality, incorruptibility, and immortality as the righ- 
teous. In conſequence of this their capacities will be en- 
larged to render them capable of greater miſery. Their ſpi- 
. Nituality will make their ſenſations more ſtrong, and. diſtreſſ- 
ing; (their incorruptibility preſerve the exquiſiteneſs of their 
torments; and their immortality continue them for ever. 
They will likewiſe have ſenſes and appetites agreeable to their 
8 „and adapted to eternal torments. Their hue will 

ree with hell, they will be as dak as midnight, and 
05 onour ſhall be taken away; for I be raiſed ts 


ame and everlaſting contempt. 
4 And now, - . being Kanne a new, the foul with 


| deſire or reluctance returns, re- enters, and takes up its. abode 

in his immortal mankon : Here is her palace or:priſon for 

ever. — The righteous, w oleheppines is incomplete, . 
wit 


TEEI WS 


with what the reſurrection will raiſe them unto, rejaice 
reſume an habitation principled - withsproperties; which qua- 


me with pleaſant ſounds, but with the ravings of wretches in 
ruin: Thy touch will not convey ſmooth and ſoft ſenſations, 
hut frigid and fiery ones: Thy taſte will not regale me with. 
what is ſweet and delicious, but with the bitter pains of re- 
pentance and burnings: Thy ſmell will afford no ſcent but what 
is ſulphurous · and ſuffocating. In like manner ĩt may reflect 
on its abuſe of all the other parts of the body: The hands, 
head, tongue, feet, &c. having; obeyed its proud, paſſionate, 
ſelt-willed,. worldly deſires, it will. ſtart at the thought of 


being tormented with them. But all delays apart, it muſt 


enter ;. for as they ſinned, they muſt ſuffer together. 

And now, the dead being raiſed, he will prepare the place 
of judgment, a place probably in the region ** air; for 
he being repreſented as coming in the clouds, and the living 
© — to meet him there, that may be — 


place. Ibe paſſing away of the heavens with a great noiſe 
will probably be a prelude to, and i preparation for it Thus | 


bb e cone en 


Wee. 
A 


3 


: K a mn F TE F * 
: 0 1 * n ... IR ; 
" n Ur q — Wy es en ns EF, 3 
N _ = a 1 < - * OT. N 0 * * * 


* oo Ep 
* 4 * * , % 
a N TS.” - K 3 * 
— 2 — 
. 4 * 


* a n 
2 
>, EGG. bs oy Tee LIRA 
22 4 — 2 — — 


** 
r 


32 ccc 


. 


An 


l NH 
| 
; 3 | 
/ IN 
"= ; {30 
*-) | 19 10 
8 1 
r if 
1 : *ih 
: T3607 
: +3 +34 
: >! [ U ; 
1 4 334 
. 1 . 
1 : +7314 
4 Th 
| |; 
1 : 
1 | 
14 
* : $454 
N. 14 
. 1 
5 II 
ein 
1 11 
3 \ | 
6) 4 
* : 
; TEE 
. 
. 


3 
23 — * 
— 


r * 
—— 


re 


— __—_——_— 


— — 


before 


i FRF 

{SE | 8 
41; $ 434* a * 
of the law, whic 
10 1177 

11! 10 


an area for all human race. ee n 
ear. He, who once came to ſave man, now comes to judo 
im; and, being God and man, he is principled with the 

properties of both ; and therefore is more proper to perform 

that high office, than if he were only the one or the other. 


efs of the other: For The Sou ef man ſpall come in tis g Un 


His ap ce likewiſe will correſpond with the dignity of 
. office. His perſon (God and man) will be 


770 „und inthe: glory of his Father, and all the angels with. 


and ther hall be fit upon the throne of bis-glary. De 
Lord Feſus fball be revealed from heaven with his mighty angelt 
in flaming fire, et e ee oz them, that know not God,,. 
and that obey not the. goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chrift. And with 


this agrees the deſcription of Daniel: I beheld, ſaith he, till 


ibe thrones were caſt town, and the ancient of-days did fits whoſe 


' garment abi uhite: as fur; and the hair of his head like the 
pure avool Hit throne «vas like the fiery flame, and his wheels 


as burnin Pre: © Ht ream ued, and came 5 * 
— FP 3 miniſtered "unto. mat ep avs; 

J time, ten thou | flood before bim. How ſtriking- 
theſe - images ! How grand the [repreſentation E And how- 
anguſt the perſon! This then is the fudge, before whoſe bar; 
all men muſt appear. And now, being ſeated on his throne, 
he will ſummon them to the place app 
And when all nations are gatheted before him, heſpull ſepas. 
rale tbem one from another, as a ſbepberd divideub his fheep from 
the guats; and be ſhall ſet the ſbecp on th, vight hand, and the 
4 on the leſt. Here they will wait their call; all anxious 
or their future fate. And that his proceeding may appear 
to be right, the rule of it will be produced. And 7 , 
ſays John, the dead ſmall and great fland before God, and the 
books avere opened; and another book was opened; which is the 
book of life; and the dead were judged out of the things, which / 
were written in the books according to their *works. Theſe 
books, or the _ ſignified by them will contain the nature 
the perſons to be judged hved under. 
"Thoſe, who had no revealed law, will be judged according 
to the law- of their minds, a law written on every human 
heart; and which ſerves as a _ of — . ot 
action, capacitating to know and ta do the will of God. 


bintec fon their til. 


b 15 J 
Agreeably to this 8 Paul ſays, For auben the FOR 0 
r not Ho — „ d by nature the things contained in the law, 
theſe, not having the law, ave'd law unto” themſelves ; which 
the work of the law avritten on their heurts, their conſcientes 
o bearing tvineſt, and their thoughts meam while accuſing or | 
fer excuſing one anoiber.— "This is he law of all men, — 
not the only law of all, inafmuch as ſome have alſo had re- 
vealed" inſtitutions of a moral, ceremonial, and political kind. | 
To this law; in the time of the patriarehs, were added various 
intimations of God's will to particular perſons, which he- 
came traditional for the advantage of others: From the time 
of Moſes to the deere the Jews had a bady 
laws, and the precepts of the prophets 2 And, from Chriſt's 
miniſtry to the end of the wor , the Chriſtians have the law 
of the two Teſtaments added to that of their minds. Now 
by theſe laws, the reſpective ſubjects of them will be dealt 
with in that day. To this purpoſe the Apoſtle ſays, Ar many, 
as have finned without the written (aw; Mall alſo periſs with= 
aut the law; and as many, as have fanned in the Iaw, ſpall be 
Judged by the law in the day, when God fhall jadge the feer-ts 
men according to my goſpel.” And by how much clearer the 
outward revelation is, by ſo much is fi n aggravated; conſe- 
quently they, who live under the golpel, are ſubjeQ to great. 
er ſufferings than others, it their are but the lane n 
Apen the bookywilt bong; 3 of thalaw a> the 
mile of judgment, and the book of God's remembfance, 
which contains the eter hts, words, and works of men. In 
the proceedings that day, Jeſus Chriſt; in his glorxi- 
fied hatin, — at as Judge, and God, to whom all 
things are known, will bring them into judgment. — The evi- - 
dences foror a erer ohe will be God, men's conſciences, 
the angels, and 'orher things I will cod mowers ge to judg- 
ment, — 7 avill be a fan witneſs againſt the forcerers, an 
N the ſawtarers, aud 2 the adulterers, aud againſt thoſe 
that oppreſt, and 1 5 af 0. that fear not me, faith the Lord 
bel. He will likewiſe witneſs for thoſe that do well; 
Yin evidence before an _— and men their degree of ſincerity, 
zeal, activity, and ſufferings in his ſervice, as alſo their be- 
nevolence, charity, ſorrow, labours, &c. for the temporal, 
ip iritual, and eternal advantage of mankind. Men's con- 
0 s will alſo correſpond wich and confirm the teſtimony 
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ſame there. Angels too, being ſpectators of their ways, may evi- 
dence for or 2 them. 5 7 0 n baſe | 
who reliſted, and againſt ſuch as. received their. temptations. 
Men and women may act the ſame part: kings and ſuhjects, 
miniſters and people, huſbands. and wives, parents 8 
dren, maſters and ſervants. and all othex relations in, life will 
bear witneſs of the good or evil, the helps of hurts received. 
from cach other in their temporal and ſpixitual concerns. 
And. now, all things being ready, he will open the cauſe, 
acquaint them that the time is come, When they muſt be dealt 
with according to what they have done. And,, as the judg- 
ment will turn upon the diſpoſition, deſign, and. doings of. 
men, ſpecial reſpect, by the judge, will. be had thereunto. 
'The diſpoſition in thoſe, who do good,, muſt be divine, that 
being the firſt ground of good works: And the greater the. 
degtee of that, the more agreeable to God are the. Works done 
by it. The ſecond ground is the degree of deſign, with. 
which they were done, zn reſpect of pleaſing God and profit- 
ing mankind. And the number of good works will be a cir 
cumſtance of great conſideration; for he will not forget any 
work of faith,. patience, of hope, or labour of love, whether. 
done for n any creature of human kind 
Infants who retained their firſt intereſt in. Chriſt, and ſuch 


0 


15 finned it away, but were afterwards accepted of God for 
is ſake, and had not time to do good, will be ſaved, yet. 
not rewarded. Ind other belieyers, Whether preachers: or 
hearers, Who were capable of increaſing their crown of re- 
joicing, but miſemployed their time, opportunities, and ta- 
lents, will be ſaved, though not without difficulty, inaſmuch. 
as they build upon (Chriſt) the good foundation ſuch doc- 
trines or doings as are ſignified by woods; hay, ſtubble; things. 
that neither tend to the honour of God, nor the good of 
men: However, having retained the foundation, they will 
he ſaved fo as by fire, as nakedly as a man eſcapes from his 
houſe, when it is on fre, but is obliged to leave all he has 
behind; themſclyes (hail be ſaved, but their works ſhall be 
burnt. Thus they ſhall ſuffer the loſs of that reward which 
a building of doctrines or. doings, denoted by gold, filver, , 
I tecious ſtones, would have 3 them to. — But they, Who 
add to their intereſt in Chriſt by doing good, will be differ- 
ently dealt with; their works, in the rewards, of them, will 
redound to their honour and advantage in the kingdom and 
3 --f  umpte ls 51114 2b 
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The wiched will likewiſe be dealt nn 
Their -diabolical diſpoſition, actions, and the number bf 
them, with all the circumſtances of ignorance or underſtand- 
| of accident or „ wherewith they were done, will 
bg the objects to which th > will advert, and ace | 
to the nature and number of which their condemnation 
p will be increaſed or diminiſned in that awful day. 
Zut, as in theſe proceedings every individual, both of the 
righteous and the wicked, will be brought to the bar, the 
time for takir izance of their condition will, it may 
well be ſ far exceed the limits of a natural day. And 
oh What a — will paſs! The ſecrets of all hearts will 
be laid open, and every rewardable or puniſhable work be 
ht into judgment. Then will it be ſeen who were in 
Chriſt and who were out of him, mA ſerved God and 
ſinned againſt him. Nor will an e ; all, all muſt & 
n an t g 
| ane an qualified or is kingdom, wi appear 
great boldneſs. Likewiſe their ſervices and * 
Lord; their ſympathy wich anznkind in reſſ 5 
in and, danger — fears, : cares, ſorrows, | prayers. for 
| eix reproofs, - inſtructions, warnings, and Various 
IB methods, well calculated, and earneſtly intended to be 
inſtrumental in turning them from the evil of their ways, 
will be made manifeſt, that every individual. may fee the 
1 juſtice of the . degrees of 17 ry ſoon — 
con upon them. is procedure w t all 
ſuſpicion of partiality in him, and all r 
| "They: will fee that the different degrees, of their future feli- 
city, will not be the effect of an arbitrary proceeding, but 
the reſult of their own practice, in that be will give to all 
according to what they bag done. Hence, if any reflect 
becauſe of inferior wards their reflections will Pal on 
piers. for not making'a better uſe of their time and 
u FRIED 
And now all that have * evil, and died therein, ſhall 
be brought before. him. God only knows how ſoon our firit 
intereſt in Chriſt. is loſt, and we, by ſinning, deſerve the 
damnation of hell. However all ſinners will be dealt wit 
according to what they are and have done. If the degree of 
diabolicalneſs, in the dſpoſition of ſome, make them differ 
| (From others, that may be cauſe: of a different deſtination. 
But the principal cauſe of difference will be the nature, 2 
N 4 885 1 | ? he 
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che number of their ſins.—And now the fouleſt ſccne, eyes 


ever ſaw, will open; for all the evils, committed from the 
beginning to the end of time, by thoſe who died therein, 
Will be een. What racks and tortures ould not extort, 
conſcience wHl- then eompel them to confeſs.” All their de- 
ligns, words, and works will be expoſed to public view. 
Every evil icheme for profit, pleaſure,” and honour; all hy- 
pocritical, guileful; and fraudulent intentions; malicious, in- 


Jurious, and murderous deſigns 3 envyings of others, pride 


of their own perſons, parts, poſſeſſions; &e. hatred of good-- 
nefs, love of evil, and pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs; lift, love 
of the world, anger, and envy g wilfül ignorance of God, 
his word, and ways; want of is fear, reverence,” and grati- 
tude; contempt or moekery of him in not praying to, or in 
Praying without S 3. ill. will, want of com- 
f. Alion, brotherly kindneſs, and charity, will be brought to 
light. Vea, their publie evik wilt alſo be pointed out; 
their ; curſing, ſwearing, lying, drunkenneſs, whoredoms, 
ſabbath-breaking, over- reaching, picking, ſtealing; robbing, - 
covetous practices, cruelty to man or beaſt, murders, 'perju-- 
ries, atheiſm, idolatry; ſuperſtition, infidelity; erronedus 
doctrines, falſe ways of -worſhip, formal ſervices, hypocriſy, 
&c.. with all their ranting, roaring, Tongs," dancings;* aſſem- 
blies, and whatever elſe they ſpent their time in and placed 
their hearts upon! In at word, all the private and publie 
evils, which 1 themſelves committed, and contributed to 
make others commit, will be brought into judgment. 
And when all have been tzie.l; then he wilt prepare to pro- 
nounce the deciſive - ſentenec. And new every eye will be 
fired upon him, and every ear open* to hear his werds; 
words that will- determine their eternal condition, deſtine 
them to dwell in worlds of bi or woe. To thoſe on the 
right hand he will firſt turn. And lo! what a glorious com- 
pany ! A multitude redeemed from among men, from every 
nation under heaven! A people bought and ſprinkled wich 
blood, the blood of him who was crucified on Calvary! 
Theſe, as the happy effect of it, were eleanſed from” fin, 
principled with an heavenly mind, and qualified for the king- 
dom of God. And, according to the uſe of their time and 
talents, they are followed with their own rewardable workt.. 
To them he will ſay, Come, ye: bleſſed f my (Farther gtitherit 
the kingdom prepared for you { <m the foundation of ue ab 
What werds! How ſweet! He calls them to a kingdom ef 
FE: conſurmaic 


( a9 1 


«onſuramate, 8 A kingdom which: will make all its 
inhabitants happy. eſpecially thoſe whoſe works had, for their 
object and, the honour of God and the 2 of men; 
for, according to the nature and number of theſe, they will 
rank in dignity and delight. Then, in the moſt ſuperlative 
ſenſe, it will be well, the righteous, the reward of their 
works being given them. Ha ppy then are they, who can do 
good! But —.— Who do it.! And bappier ſtill, who do 
it in the highelt de er hey een for their reward 
will be accordingly. * 

Then will the Judge turn to them on he left hagd: a 
1 which no man can number, all that have 2 
and died in ſin. And with what eyes of indignation will he 
behold them! With a lock he will pierce them to the heart. 
Then he will pronounce the ſentence, which will ſeparate 


them. from hope and bappineſs for ever;-a ſentence-highly ⁶ſ 


ſignificant of their ſin and fuftering ; for he will ſay, Depart 
From me, ge- curſed, into-everlaſting fire, prepared far the devil 
and his.augels. O what-a ſentence! And oh. what: ſuffer- 
ings will, enſue! .,D-pert. Go hence ye unholy. See my 
Lace no more. Je curſed.” Quried with condemnation ; 
doomed to dwell in a fire which is fierce, tormenting, a 
eternal. There abide; float in flames; feed upon them for 
ever: S0 ſuffer for your ſins, for you would not ſerve me. 
This is the end of doing evil. Oh dreadful! Alas! the pain 
infinitely ſurpaſſeth the pleaſure 5 ;the one being but for tune, 
and the other for eternity. | 
And no, the ſentence being naſty they tet the t he- 
.dious howl ever heard. But be, who —— them, will ſhew 
them no mercy: For, to complete their tuin, thoſe unhappy 
V tetches muſt be driven to their appointed place, here they 
meet with the puniſhment propartioned to che evil they have 
done; for each will have his own reward. Here ends all the 
pleaſure. of fin ;, and here begins eternal ſuffering for it. No 
change wall pals, but one ſcene of ſuffering will be their por- 
tion lor ever. And, Oil what remorſe of conſcience!” What 
terrible. effects of the unquenchable fire: What a gloomy, 
abode ! What wretched company! What weeping, wailing, 
and, gnaſhing of teeth! And what wiſhing they had been 
d will chere be: Theſe n be the fruits of their folly. * 
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we can only do evil, and ate ſubject to che reſurreRtion of 
damnation. And let us conſider theſe things as matters of 


the greateſt moment; for they concern our everlaſting con- 


dition. And if that is not enough to make us attentive, I 
know not what is. If it _ concerned Spas we ſhould 
perpetually pore upon it. It muſt then be a ſtrange infatua- 
in make us think lightly of this affair, eſpecially 
as there is no medium betwixt heaven and hell, no failing of 
the one without finding the other. And let us remember 


what was ſaid concerning doing good; how many things we 


may poſſeſs and do, and yet neither do good, nor be capable 
of t. Now perhaps you have not half of theſe things 4 
if you had them all, you might have no real religion. Do 
not wonder at this. Outward things, whether done for us or 


by us, as they may be attended with the diſpleaſure of God 


for unpardoned fins, a guilty conſcience, a ſinful diſpoſition 
of foul, and a W regen for hell, are no proofs of a pre- | 
paration for doing . Are you convinced of this? Do 


. you ſee that to be fair without may conſiſt with being foul 
within? But what is the ſtate of your mind? Are you at 


r with God? Do you know that God for Chriſt's ſake 
s forgiven you? I hope you do not think it unneceſſary. 


I grant, if you have not ſinned, it is: But if you have, you 


muſt be pardoned, or periſn. If you were condemned to be 
hanged, would you expect to live witheut the king's mercy ? 
And is not che Lord's mercy as neceſſary, when you have 
finned againſt him? Whatever you think of it, you are as 


Hable to be damned in the one caſe, as you would be to be 


hanged in the other. 0 0 | 
© Conſider then your caſe, and know what the conſequence 
will be, if you continue in fin. And furely, if you ſaw the 
mumber'and ſinfulneſs of your fins, the nearneſs of death, the 
lake of fire and brimſtone, and the ſiends that attend you, 
the earth would ring with your cries. Vea you would imi- 


tate the damned in figns of diſtreſs, and ſay, «© wherever I 


am is hell, myfelf an hell. This is the way you would 
take. And why is it not taken? Has fin blinded you ? Does 
neither fin nor danger appear? Can you eat, drink, dreſs, 
work, talk, walk, ſleep, &c. with a cheerful mind? Yea zeſt, 
ſport, play, ſing ſongs, &c. If fo, how ſenſeleſs and un- 
concerned muſt you be! Perhaps you will ſay, would you 
have us ſpend all our time in miſery ? If there was no other 


way to eſcape eternal tormente, I ſhould adviſe it; for is not. 
— * OPEN mort 
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ſhort pain better than long? But whether there is or not, 
while you are in your fins, ſorrow beſt becomes you. What 
do you take ſin to be? Is it ſuch a trifle, that there is no 
need to be concerned about it? If you think ſo you are much 
miſtaken; for there is not an evil in the world which it has 
not procured. It turned angels into devils and damn'd them 
for ever; caſt Adam and Eve out of Paradiſe and curſed 
the world; cauſed the earth to be overflowed with a deſtruc- 
tive flood; brought fire and brimſtone from heaven upon So- 
dom and Gomorrah; made the earth: open and ſwallow up 
Korah and his company; and deſtr three and twenty 


thouſand Jews in one day. And what are floods, fa- 


mines, earthquakes, plagues, peſtilence, wars, and a multi- 
tude of other natural and moral evils, and, above all, the 
damnation of hell; but the fruits of men's folly? Now can 
' you think it a little thing, which does ſo much evil? Surely as 
1s the puniſhment; ſo'is the'cauſe of it ; for the Lord judgeth 
righteouſly, Conſider then the nature and number of your 
fins, and compare them with thoſe, for which many have 
ſuffered the loſs of all things here, and are now, we may well 
ſuppoſe, ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire. O temem- 
ber Dives, who was tormented in that flame, and who, tho* 
he ſought the ſmalleſt relief, could not find itt: 
And that you may not be inſenſible, if you die in your 
fins, of what you have to ſuffer in that world of woe, get 
_ acquainted with it. And certain it is that the torments.of 
the damn'd are intolerable ; for, firſt,” there is the loſs of al 


that is good; Heaven, the habitation of the Lord, the abode * 


of the bleſſed, the place of harmony and happineſe, where 
fongs of joy and rejoicing are unceaſing, and Where all the 


utterable delights, will be everlaftingly loſt; for finners will 
be | baniſhed from the preſence of the Lord for ever. And 
this will be ſucceeded with the gaining of hell; a place pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels; a dark, diſmal habitation; 
a region of ſorrow, lamentation and woe; where hope never 
comes, where dark deſpair broods over their midnight minds, 
where devils and damned ſouls aſſociate, and where their: 


puniſhment will be by fire and brimſtone and the worm that 


never dies. And how tormenting will this be! for fire 
(whieh-3s a figure of it) produces the moſt painful ſenſations. 
It penetrates all bodies, impregnates them with its properties, 
and changes them into its _ nature: And, while it con- 
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ſenſes of glorified bodies and ſouls will be ſatisfied with un- 
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tinues to act upon them, keeps them in that condition: The 
effects of vchich, to all ſenſible bodies, are intolerably tor- 
menting. In like manner the fire of God's wrath will act 
upon, enter, and go through the bodies and ſouls of ſinners, 
and make their pains 9 all the meaſures of their pitience. 

nd a continued action will maintain the intenſeneſs of their 
torments. I his is the damnation of hell. And O, what 
will they ſuffer from it! For who can dwell with devouring 
fire? Alas! how the wretches will roar ! They will cry for 
water to cool them. Diſtracted with pain, they will wriche, 
wring their hands, and be ready to burſt with bellowing out 
their horrid cr es. Every individual will have his portion 
of pungent pain; and all the accuiſed crew will unite in one 
loud peal 1 weeping and wailing. Nor will their pain ever 
come to a period; tor, after thohſands of years, as their ſub- 
ſtance and ſenſe will be the ſame, ſo, will their ſufferings. 
O eternity, eternity, what. wilt, thou do to ſinners? Muſt 
they have no caſe? Wilt thou never ſay, it is enough? Mult 
thy wide womb be filled with the fury of the Lord? O God, 


how great is thy wrata! Who can endure it? Who would 


ofiend thee ? For what HET re of fin would any be plunged 
into perdition ? This, O ſinner, will be a part of the puntſh- 


ment of the damned. And yet it is but a part: for in bell 


there is the worm, tat diith not. This is an accuſing con- 
ſcience; for as gnawing worms cauſe a diſagreeable ſenſation, 
ſo the conſciences of men will prey upon and torment thein 
in the pit of ceſtruction. Conſcience is the ſenſe which 
men have of the g0od or evil of their actions, and for which 
they acquit or condemn themſelves. And though this ſenſe, 
when the ſoul is become thoroughly ſinful, loſes its force, 
and ſuffers ſinners to ſin without much, if any remorſe ;- yet 
in ſome. it has {ſuddenly awaked, and, like Samſon, caſting 
off all its. cords, Las made them-.eonfels crimes. for which 
they were hanged, and for which they owned they deſerved 
to be damned. Hence many, out of hell, have roared too 


| Forritly to be heard, when, none but their own conſciences 


condemned them. Some, under this avenging red, have 


piged away with grief; others have loft their ſenſes ; and 


many laid violent Bands on themſelves. And if the power 
of conſcience be ſo great here, what will it be there? In hell 
all diſguiſes will be taken off; fin will appear exceedingly 
tirful; the ſoul will be extremely ſenſible; conſcience, as 
Gg&'s agent, will condemn, and the ſinner, in eee 
n | | Wil 


WIS 


will condemn bimſelſ; for he will do nothing againſt, but 
all for the truth. So, lying under the laſhes of his own 
zuilty heart, he will poce upon his paſt actions, wilh chat he 
had been wiſer, fret, curſe, tear, and torment himſelf : Like 
a wild bull in a net, he will roar, rage, foam, and be for 


ever miſerable : for the worm dieth not. g 


This is the evil of evils. And for what is it that any will 
have this for their portion? Riches, pleaſures, honours, 
ſhould not be ſufficient :. And yet every trifling profit, taſte of 
ſenſval gratification, or mark of reſpect among men has werght 
enough, with mot, to turn the ſcale in favour of forbidden 
things. Yea, ſo mad are many, that the buſineſs by which 
they live, has the ſame effect; for they ſet their hearts upon 
it, and neither ſerve the Lord, nor ſeek to fave their fouls. 


And although they know they muſt die, it is as if they knew | 


it not, ſeeing they live as if they were to live for ever, and 
care not for the conſequence. Now of all man's miſtakes this 
is the worſt ; not only as it is of the greateſt moment, but 
becauſe, after this ſhort and uncertain life, there is no re- 


medy ; one miſcarriage proves fatal for ever: And that, we 


have ſeen, is the loſs of heaven and the gaining of hell. 
Having now ſhewn you what will be the cofſequence of 
continuing in ſin, I reſume my inquiries : I aſk in the name 
of the great God, what your condition is, and what you in- 
tend to do? Are yon pardoned and renewed ? You know, as 
I told you before, how much a man may have and do, and 
not have theſe; and that, without them, they are nothing 
worth. If then you have them not, you cannot do good, 
and, by conſequence, you do evil, and muſt come, if you 
die fo, to the reſurrection of damnation. © 00 
What is it then, that you intend to do? Are you content 
to ſin, and ſaffer for ever? Suffer! what? Do you know ? 
Or muſt eternity tell? Ts it not in words to convince you ? 
Will only the damnation of hell do it? Terrible cauſe of 
conviction! Can you ſupport it? Think what it is. Lobk 
before) ou leap. Eternity is long, and there is a lake of fire 
and brimſtone. Plunge nit into it: Stop: You are on the 
brink of it, and one ſtep more may ruin you for eber. O fee 
your danger, and flee from it! Sce the fiery furnace. See 
the damned dwelling in it. See how they float in che flames. 
Yea, open your ears and hear the howlers in hell: Hear how 
they lament their caſe, crying, „ Fire,. fire, we are tor- 
_ tormented in this fire: No part is free, It goes through the 
"7 ; | 2 whole. 
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whole. Body, ſoul, and ſenſes all ſuffer. | Nor does the 


flame ever cool. It is always fierce. Day and night it feeds 


| + Upon us. No mercy, no mitigation of miſery comes to our 


relief: God is inexhorable : He is a conſuming fire: Nor 


|, have we any hope: Here our perpetual priſon, is ordained : 


Eternity is written on its porch; none, who come hither, 
return any more. This is the motto of our eyerlaſting miſery.” 
Hearken too to what their reflections force from them. 0 


conſcience, how did we flight thee in the days of our proſ- 


perity | How faithfully didſt thou reprove us for our follies! 
All the day long, thou didſt watch our failings ; and, till we 
ſeared and made thee ſenſeleſs, juſt was thy reproof, and uſe- 
ful thy advice. But we heard not; or hearing, did not obey ; 
or if obedient, it was but for a time. Vea, we grew bold 
in diſobedience, and dared to deny thee. audience. And 
when afflictions reduced us, and gave weight to thy warnings, 
we promiſed obedience, but did not perform. How juſtly 
then do we lie under thy unrelenting laſhes! Thou art be- 


come our accuſer, and we ſubmit to thy cenſure and ſentence. 


Our profitable, or pleaſureable, or honourable fins made 
us ſet at nought thy counſel. Through the love of riches, 


or the exceſs of worldly care we neglected the ſervice of God 


and the ſalvation of our ſouls; and now poverty and pain 
are our only portion, and we cry for water to cool our 
tongues.” —The lovers of pleaſure alſo cry from the pit, O 

leaſure, what haſt thou done! Our wrong choice of thee 
Bas undone us; for neither our maker nor our nature denied 


us religious, rational, nor animal delights. But, inſtead of 
ämitating angels (with whom we were intended to dwell) in 


loving, and delighting in the Lord, his ſervice, ſalvation, 


- the ſweet ſenſations of his love, and in a longing for his ever- 


laſting kingdom, we ſatisfied ourſelves with rational or ſenſual 


- delights. The beſt of us, for oh! we now find it ſo, were 


but formaliſts or philoſophers. We dealt in the outward 


form of religion, but denied the inward power of it; we read 
and ſaid our prayers, attended public ſervice, &c. but neither 


knew the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, nor the love of 


God, nor the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt. Our religion, 


rational as it was, left us deftitute of the divine nature, and 


now we are damned for want of that diſpoſition; for we find, 
alas! too late, that nothing leſs than a heart which loves, 


adores, and delights in the Deity and divine things, is ſuf- 
ficient to ſave from this place of puniſhment,—Our philo- 
RD ſophical 
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ſophical pleaſures likewiſe deceived us. We ſurveyed nature, 


examined the eſſence of things, conſidered their relations, 
combinations, and uſes. But, woe unto us! being wiſe we 


were fooliſh; we refted in rational inquiries; in nature we 
did not diſcern its author; or if our inveſtigations convinced 


us that ſuch a Being muſt be, we faid not, what, and where 
is he, that we may worſhip him? Our views terminated. 
in temporal things, and ſo did cur delights ; they were 


{ 


rational, but not religious. Alas! then, whatever plea- 
ſure we had in the 2 ard uſe of that knowledge, it is 
periſhed... Here we have none; natural truths, in our world 
of woe, give not ſo much as the idea of delight. Yea, by 
how much our underſtanding raiſed us above others, by 
much is our guilt the greater. So, being undevout philo- 
ſophers, we were mad. But the greateſt number of us, who 
dwell here, neither ſought religious nor rational delight. 
Senſual pleaſure was all our purſuit : The gratification of our 
eyes, cars, taſte, touch, ſmell led us entirely from religion 
and learning. Low groveling delights, were what we lived 
for. Our minds roſe not above them. O what reptiles, 
what wretches were vel Tha beafls of the field were our bie- 
thren; what we knew we knew naturally as they, for we 
neither affected to be rational nor religious. AH our ſtudy, 
care, and labour concerned the pleaſure of our bodies. But 
now the contrary is come upon us; our pleaſure is turned to 
Pain, and none pitieth. Woe unto us, for we lived in plea- 
125 and were dead, and now we are damned.“ Others lift 
up their voice and cry, © Our delight in honour hath deſtroy- 
ed us: We ſought the honour that cometh of men, and not 
that which 1s of the Moſt High. We would not endure the 
contempt caſt upon the 1mitators of a crucified Chriſt. J 
be meck and lowly ; to affociate with ſach ; to renounce the 
company, converfation, and ways of people of fortune, #gure, 
and faſhion ; to be deſpiſed by our relations, friends, and 
acquaintance on the ſcore of religion, were things we would 
not brook. But now. we are brought low. Having ſeen an 
end of life, and of all that we. accounted honourable in it, 
the ſcene is changed, and ſhame and contempt ſucceed; for 
this place knows no diſtinctions but what the different degrees 
cf ſin make. All here are in contempt, becauſe all are ac- 
eurſed of God. Of what profit then is the honour we ſaught, 
and in which we found ſatisfaction? Alas! we, who. are 
damned, cannot delight in it. Nor does our place afford 
L 3 SR any; 
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the deepeſt ſufferer. O cruel honour, whic 


9 


| 1 126 J 
any; for here to be bigh is to be low, the greateſt ſinner is 
m 


ade us aſham- 
ed of Chriſt, his cauſe, people, ſalvation, ſervice, and, in 
effect, of his kingdom ! But how much better had it been for 
us to have ranked with the lowly, to have regarded religious 
things, and to have been honoured of him, who exalteth the 
humble and meek! This would have accompanied us to a 
kingdom, where we ſhould have been kings and prieſts to 
God: But ah! wretches that we are, our honour is gone, 
and will never return. | 5 

Hear this, ye who delight in riches, or pleaſures, or ho- 


nours! See their end! See how the purſuers of them periſh ! 


They are idols, gods which cannot ſave. Will you then pur- 
ſue them, and negle& your fouls? If you do, it is at your 
peril. Vou will periſn. Do you doubt? Remember Dives. 


He was rich, lived luxuriouſly, and ſought honour. But he 
died, and was damned. Will you go and do likewiſe? Why? 


Was it fo well with him? Had he water to cool his tongue? 
O conſider his curſed condition; for I am, ſaid he, torment- 
ed in this flame. If then you are a miſer, or a covetous per- 
ſon, or a lover of the world, or entirely taken up with its 


cares; or a drunkard, or a glutton, or laſcivious; or if you 


ſo purſue rational or ſenſual pleaſures as to neglect religious 


delights, or ſtand ſo much on your honour that you cannot, 
for ſhame, repent, reform, believe, pray, ſearch the ſerip- 
ture, faſt, aſſociate with the ſimple, and, in one word, work 
out your ſalvation, and ſerve the Lord; I ſay, if you are a 
ſinner, and will not in future time ſcek ſalvation, you will 
ſuffer more than all the words in the world can ſignify; for 
what definition can be given of damnation? And, if you 
were dying, what would riches, pleaſures, or honours do for 
you? Would they deliver you ? You know they would not. 
Why then do you ſet your hearts upon them? Why are you 
entangled with them? Alas, how little do they do in the 
preſent time! They perplex and puniſh more than profit and 
pleaſe. But, if you were doomed to die, and be damned, 
what would you do? O how your ſoul would ſhrink, ſtart, 
tremble! With what a look eye the fiends ready to faſten upon 
it! With what horror behold the fiery furnace! With what 
dread hear the diſmal cries of the damned! O how it would 
hover on the border of this nether world ! Unwilling to for- 
ſake its old habitation, it would cling cloſely to it. Like a 


diſtreſſed mariner cleaving to the laſt ſhred of a wreck, it would 


hold 


Ei 


hold to this houſe of clay. But, ah! when forced off, ſiends, 
like beaſts of prey, would fly upon it, haſten it to its appoint- 


ed place, glut it with fire and brimſtone, and mock it for its 


madneſs in coming to a place of puniſhment, when it . 
have gone to a paradiſe of pleaſure. Its kindred accurſed 
ſpirits gone before would accoſt it with, * Ah, friend! art 


thou come alſo? We wallowed together in wickedneſs, and 


now we muſt wade in woe. O that thou hadft been wiſer ! 
We have no pleaſure in thy puniſhment, though we had in 
thy practice, when we were out of the pit.” en, the firſt 
ſalutations being over, like Job and his afflicted friends, they 
would fit in filence till ſaffering and ſorrow ſhould force 
them into loud lamentation, and bitter accuſations of them- 
ſelves and each other for making ſo wretched a choice, and 
for their mutual aſſiſtance in inning. O horrible! 
Now, ſinner, will this ſuffice? Art thou content to have 
no better portion? If thou wert doomed to dwell in a dungen 
all thy days, to have thy fleſh ſtuck with fire, thy body racked, 


and 0 $727) coals within thee, wouldeſt thou not curſe: the 


day of thy birth, and wiſh it might not be numbered with 


the days? And yet betwixt this and that there is no compa- 


riſon either in reſpect of the torment or the time. O conſider 

this ſoon, for delays are dangerous. 'To-day ; for to-morrow 
may meet thee in eternity. Thy life is ſhort and uncertain ; 
every day brings thee nearer thy end; and. all the ſands of 
thy glaſs will ſoon be run out. Then, like the generations, 
who lived long ago, thy place here will know thee no more, 
and generations to come will be unacquainted with thee. 
Seeing then that this ſorry ſcene of ſublunary things will ſoon 
cloſe, what ſhould thy one wiſh be, but to do well in eter- 
nity? To provide for that is ten thouſand times better than 
all. that riches, pleaſures, and honours can do, Wilt thou 
then ſuffer me to perſuade thee to make thy peace with God, 
before thou makeſt thy exit out of the world? It is better to 
die out of than in thy · ſins; with Lazarus than with Dives: 
The end of the one is Abraham's boſom, and that of the 
other the belly of hell. And theſe diſtinctions will ſubſiſt 
for ever. What then can be ſo deſirable as to die the death 
of the righteous? They reſt from their labours, and their 
works follow them in everlaſting rewards. . 


But what arguments ſhall I uſe to perſuade thee to this? 
I have ſet before thee the intenſe and eternal torments of the | 
damned: And, if thou art not moved thereby, I may deſpair | 
FETs ; of 


AIG WEL Xx... 


— — ñ—ũ—— — 


— — 
9 


* 88 — 


* 222 — 33 RIO 
— n ho ” 38 
e RV OPS IT, 


* 


— = ts A 


— . „ — — 2 


— — ͤↄ—•— 


ms a whence — 
3 — 
Ll EF 
* & - 
op 


— —_—— 


— 
9 


Wl 
2. 


rr 
— — 


— 


— 
—=> 


———— — — — 


—— 


— — 


— 
— — ——_— 
— 


ſeſs the truth. Labour not to conceal it. 
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of making any impreſſion on thee. But J will ſuppoſe thou 
art willing to forſake thy fins, and to lead a new life; tb at 
the thought of death, of the laft day, and of eternal fire has ſo far 
affected thee as to make thee anxious to be well in the work] 
to come. T'applaud thy choice. It is wiſe to provide for 
eternity. Eut the coſt muſt be counted. And yet tlie price 
is ſmall. Iby Maker, Saviour, and Sanctifier require no- 
thing of thee but to forſake thy fins, and to receive £ood 
things. How eaſy is this? And yet it is all. Think not 
that it is too good to be true. But if ye believe not me, be- 
here the Lord. Witreſs then his own, words : Why will ye 


die? Hawe 1 any pleaſure at all that the wicked ſhould die? 


Jurn and live Yes 


Let the wicked man forſake tis awry, and 
the un rigbiti us man his thoughts ; and lit him turn to the Lord, 
fer he will have mercy upon him; and ta cur Ged, for. he will 
abundanily pardon. 1f we. confiſs our firs, be is faithful and 

juſt to forgive us our fins, and to cleanſe us from all unrighteou- | 
neſs, New theſe are the words of him, who cannot lie; and 
who, white there is any place for pardon, is ready to fulfil 
them. What think you of them? Are they not ſufficient to 
encourage you to turn to the Lord? Be ingenuous. Con- 
Why ſhould you 
be aſhamed of the goodneſs of God ? Were you deep in tem- 


poral debt, and could not diſcharge it; would you be aſhamed 


to own the kindneſs of your creditor in promiſing to forgive 
it? Would you not rather prize his offer, publiſh it, and im- 
portune for the performance of it? And if fo, how much 
more earneſt ſhould you be in this caſe, as the one would only 
ſave from a priſon, but the other from perdition ! O incom- 
parable kindneſs ! | | | | MOV 
And now, if you will accept his promiſed favour, comply 
witlyhis conditions; for only on ſe doing can you expect to 
be forgiven. He then, as your creditor, commands you to 
confeſs and forſake your fins. And it is done to render it 
ſerviceable to your ſalvation : For were he to forgive you 
without it, what would it ſignify, when, by the next commiſ- 
fron of fin, you would contract a new debt? Remember then 
how it is written: When a wicked man turneth away from his 
avickedneſs, ard docih that which is lawful and right, he jball 


fave his foil alive, Now what fin will you not forſake? Is 


any worth retaining? Can you profit as much by any fin as 
by pardon, peace, and heaven? Will it be as well to hve and 
dic like the rich man, as to be ſaints, heirs af God, and to 

inherit 


1 [ 229 ] 
inherit a kingdom of conſummate, happineſs ? No; there is 


no compariſon. To be convinced of this, conſider how 


diſhonourable as well as detrimental fin is. To be a rebel 
againſt a prince is unjuſt and ungenerous. What is it then 
to rebel againſt the King of heaven? Alas! language fails, 
cannot ſufficiently deſcribe it; for by as much as the Lord is 


reater and better than men, by ſo much is rebellion againſt 


Fim more criminal and contemptible. But it is detrimental 
alſo; it brings trouble of mind, breaks the peace of families, 


of neighbours, and nations; ruins credit, conſtitutions and 


eſtates ; brings many to death long before the natural time 
of dying; and, perſiſted in till death, deſtroys foul and body 
for ever. If then you would not be contemptible in the eyes 
of an holy God, nor unworthy the care of angels, nor unfit 


to aſſociate with ſaints, nor be eternally damned; quit bad 


_ cuſtoms, ſhake off ſinful companions, live a new life, aſſo- 
ciate with the ſerious, bear perſecution, deſpiſe the ſhame of 

being religious, be ambitious to become ſons, ſervants, and 
| heirs of God, to have angels miniftering to you, to be ca- 
pable of doing good, to be rich in good works, to have a 

ood conſcience in conſequence, to lay up treaſure above, to 

ie in peace, to leave a good teſtimony bebind, to riſe to a 

lorious reward, and to enjoy it for ever. Theſe are excel- 
lent things, and infinitely more than worthy the higheſt am- 
bition and moſt ardent purſuit of emperors, kings, nobles, 
&c. And yet the poor among men may poſſeſs them. Pur- 
ſue them then with an ardour arguing that you prize them 
above all that is periſhable. Make haſte; for, alas! if you 
die without them, you are undone for ever. Can you doubt 
it? Know ye not that you are fit for hell? How does the 
contrary appear ? What 1s your preparation for heaven ? Are 
you pardoned ? Have you peace with God? What ſenſe have 
you of them? Is that ſenſe ſuch as makes you confident? Can 
you cry, Abba, Father? Is the fear of death done away ? Are 


you ſure of going to heaven, if you die as you are? And do 


you defire to die that you may? Perhaps vou will ſay; If 
we were ſure of going, we ſhould.” If! Why that is the 


1 very point in queſtion. So then you are not ſure. And, if 


you are not, what is your condition? St. John ſays, Ve kzow. 


_ that wwe are of Ged. How ? Hereby wwe knaw that we dwell 
in him, and he in us, becauſe he hath given us of his ſpirit. 
Beloved now are we the ſons of Gad, and it dath not appear 
what wwe fall be ; but awe know, that when he all appear, 
| awe 
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wwe Hall be like him; for ave ſhall ſee him di he is; Can you 


ſay ſo? If you are a Chriſtian, you can. If you cannot, 


what will you do? Will you continue unconverted? Muſt 
Chriſt die in vain for you? Will you go to the devil. though 
he has died ?- Sirner, beware. Boaſt not of to-morrow. See 
thy danger. In death's uncertainty it lies. What if death 
come like ligbtening? Suddenly? Quickly? Alas! What? 
Canſt thou tell? Art thou a prophet? Doſt thou foreſee thy 
future fate? Or art thou a fool? A fool, I fear; for, if wiſe, 


thou wouldſt know thy deſtiny. Time and eternity are linked 


together. Nor do the ſtates of men differ in them; for here 


every heart has an heaven of holineſs and happineſs, or an 
hell of fin and miſery. Hence, what they are here, they 
will be there. And every one, who knows what his preſent 
Rate is, knows what his future will be. And who, that ts 
wiſe, knows not that ? Surely none but fools are ignorant of 
themſelves. Said I not then truly that thou art a fool, who 
knoweſt not theſe things? O dark, dark is thy ſoul. | Like a 


blind man on the brink of a pit, thou ſeeſt neither backward 
nor forward; the evil of thy life is hid from thee, and th 


danger diſappears. Awake, ſinner; why fleepeſt thou ? Is it 


a time to be ſecure? Knoweſt thou not that thou muſt die and 


come to judgment? O anticipate thoſe ſolemn times. Set 
them before thee. Bring them near. Try thyſelf by them. 
Say, O death, where is thy ſting? Als! that is oi Page 
doned fin. O what a ſting! It is more deadly than a fcor- 
pion's. And doſt thou dare to die? What in thy ſins? That 
is bold; that is to encounter the king of terrors in complete 
armour ; for armour thy fins are to him. Will thou then 
enter the liſts with ſo formidable a foe ? O he afraid. Sharp 
are bis arrows. They will pierce thee to the Heart. The 
guilt of thy ſins will centre there: And who ſhall pluck it 
thence? None; it will abide for ever; for, as death leaves 
thee, judgment will find thee!—Ard now look forward to 
the laſt decifive day. Hark how it is uſhered in! The Lord 
cometh with « ſhout, auvith the woice of the * 1 ok and with 
th: trump f God. "Theſe give the alarm. The ſound goes to 
the ends of the earth: Who will not hear? Whether alive or 
dead none will be deaf. He ſhonts in the ears of all, The 


time of your trial is come. Preparo. Come to judgment. 


Come and give up ycur accounts. Come and receive your 
reward.” All hear, and inſtantly obey. Now ſee the Judge 
deſcending ! See the fiaming car on which he comes! 1 

ö 18 
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kis attendants, thouſands of angels flying in the air! See the 
ſpacious plain where all aſſemble! The judgment ſeat! The 
fake ſeated ! The books opened! Behold the angels gather- 
ing the good from the bad, and placing the righteous on the 
1 0 hand, and the wicked on the left! Now attend to the 
proceſs. Hark! He is acquainting them with the cauſe of 
their coming, telling his friends and foes that the time, ſo 
often ſoretold, for judging and rewarding men according to 
their works is arrived, and that the ſentence will be right and 
irreverſible, will give to all their due and continue for ever. 
And now, all things being prepared, he ſummons. the righ- 
teous, thoſe that died in a ſtate of acceptance with himſelf; and 
who, being already acquitted in their conſciences, come with 
boldneſs to the bar. He applauds thoſe, who, like the eldeſt 
ſon of the prodigal's father, never departed from his precepts: 
Approves of the ſalvation which-prodigals, through faith in 
the ſacrifice oſcered for them, obtained: Accepts the ſincerit 

of upright heathens, who, having no cther guide but their 
own enlightened minds, feared him and wrought righteouf- 
neſs: And to all works, calculated and intended to minifter 
to his praiſe and the profit of men, he aſſigns a ſuitable reward. 
But to works, however well. deſigned, which could only either 
do no good, or do evil, he aſſigns no reward: Such he con- 
figrs to the fire, and the workers loſe the reward of their la- 
bour. Now attend to another part of this ſolemn tranſaction! 
See a different ſort of people to be dealt with! He commands 
the wicked to be brought: The angels obey, and preſs them 
into his preſence. But O, with what reluctance, guilt, con- 
fuſion, and fearful anticipations of their fate do they ap- 
proach! Like criminals, condemned in their conſciences, they 
come before him who was crucified for them, whoſe grace 
they received in vain, and to whoſe commands they were diſ- 
obedient. He interrogates them touching the uſe of their 
time and talents; whether they proportioned their care and 
labour to the worth and wants of their ſouls; and whether 
they worſhipped him, and laboured to do good to their fel- 
low- creatures. Now, among thoſe unhappy ſinners, {ee many 
of the great men of the earth, to whom the Judge thus ſpeaks : 
In greataeſs ye were as gods among the people: But were 
you as good as great? Did your example, in ſobriety and 
ſelf-denial, Mew to all, to whom it extended, how to keep 
the body under and bring it. into ſubjection? Were you pat- 
terns of piety. by a conſtant attendance on my ordinances, and 


by 


- our contempt, and we wou 
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by living a life ſuitable to my laws? Did you offer the daily 


facritice of prayer and praiſes in your families, and govern 
them as thoſe who were to give an account? And were you 
careful to reprove ſinners, and to inſtru the ignorant as you 
had time and opportunity ? And inaſmuch as I made you, in 
the way of my providence, ftewards of much, did you pity 
the poor and needy, and relieve them according to your 
ability ?'—Hear their anſwer : “ Alas! O Lord, we did none 
of, thoſe things. We fared ſumptuouſly every day. And 
what we did, in thy worſhip, was done for form or faſhion's 


ſake ; Nor were our lives intended to be imitations of thy 


laws; for we followed our own will, and never conſulted 
thine. No facrihce, O thou object of adoration, was ever 
offered by us in our houſes. And our families, like our do- 
meſtic animals, were only kept for profit or pleaſure. And 
ſo far were we from reproving fin, that our example in- 
ſtructed and confirmed many in the practice of it. Nor Had 
we any compaſſion for the 2 rather they were objects of 
d 


looketh upon them and ſaith, Hear, O heavens, and give 


ear, O earth, how theſe witneſs againſt themſelves! Out 


of their own mouths they are judged. Other evidence is 
not neceſſary, I condemn you to ceaſeleſs ſufferings. Go 
aſide, ye cutſed creatures, and wait the execution of the 
ſentence ! | | | 


Next appears a multitude of thoſe whoſe form, features, 


poliſh, quickneſs, delicacy, and other animal and mental ex- 
cellencies rendered them the moſt amiable of the earth. But 
oh ! how changed ! Where is now the fine form, regular 
features, charming complexion, ſparkling eyes, well dreſſed 
hair, &c. ? Where thoſe ornaments, which they ſo much de- 
lighted in, the art that adjuſted them, the gay appearance 
they made, and the emulation which ſpurred them on ? 
Where thoſe gay ſcenes of dancings, plays, concerts, *cards, 
ſongs, inſipid converſation, ſcandal, thoughtleſs gaiety, and 


the endleſs train'of trifles in which they paſſed the time of 


their trial for eternity? O where are they? Ah! friend, canſt 
thou in yon diſtorted form, heaving breaſts, ſad countenace, 
ſtreaming eyes, downcaſt looks, loud lamentations, wringing 
of hands, convulfive motions, &c. diſcern any of the former 
things? Alas! are theſe thoſe who, to preſerve the ſprightli- 


neſs of their ſpirits, to prevent a gloom on their countenance, 


would 


not give them the crumbs, that 
fell from our table.” — Then, with eyes of indignation, he 
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would not think of death and the laſt day; who ſaw no 
beauty in the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit ; found no 
pleaſure in prayer and praiſe to God; made no account of 
their Maker, Saviour, and Sanctifier; deſpiſed the low vi 


of being religious, and of preparing for this awful time? 


the madneſs of preferring dreſs, trifling amuſements, {ſilly 
diverſions, &c, to a reconciled God, a precious Chriſt, the 
comfortable fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, an intercourſe . 
ood, and being pre- 
pared to give up accounts with Joy But now obſerve this 
eth them: „O ye daugh- 
ters of men, were your ſouls or bodies the principal obſect 
of your attention? Did you delight as much in ornamenting . 
your minds with the graces of my ſpirit, as in adorning 
your bodies with what was elegant? Had you as much plea- 


with heaven, an earneſt of it, doin 


deſpiſed God. Hark! He addr 


ure in knowing and doing my will, as in learning and living 
according to the modes of life? Were you as careful to do 


good as your ability, time, and opportunity allowed? 5 7 . 

y 
live? What end had you in view? Then, breaking filence, - 
they ſay; Ah, Lord our ſouls were little underſtood, and leſs © 
cared for. To provide for, and pleaſe our bodies engaged 
all our time and talents. Thy ſervice did not ſuit us; We 


hy are you ſilent? Am I not your Judge? How di 


thought it fit only for thoſe, who wanted taſte for the things 
of time and ſenſe. Whether our neighbours were ſaved or 
loſt, had or had not the neceſſaries of life, made no part of 
our care. We lived to the fleſh, and not to the ſpirit ; for 


time, and not for eternity: But, woe unto us! we now fee 
that life was lent us for a far better purpoſe than what we - 
put it to. We behold a glorious company, (and ſuch we 
might have been} on thy right hand, with bodies brighter 


than the ſun, with ſerene countenances, and ready to receive 


a crown. But, what are we? Our hue is dark: Our hearts 


forebode. O that we had lived like them! Alas! O Lord, 
we are ſorry for our fins. And muſt our pleaſures end in 
pain? We reflect on the gay ſcenes of life, in which we never 
remembered thee: We call to mind our many toils in accom- 
Pliſhing ſmall l : But we would be at no pains to per- 
form thy pleaſure: Our affections were not placed on thee: 
Our time and talents all ran to waſte in regard of thee : How 
vilely did we requite thy love in living and dying for us! 
Alas ! it was the leaſt of our care to make thee a grateful re- 
turn for that kindneſs. Nor a thy law a light to our path; 
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il we never conſulted thy precepts touching any part of our 
il practice: Our own will and the maxims of the world were 
bil our only rules of living.” To this the Judge replies :* It is 
io enough. I know it. I ſaw your ways in ce world. Mine 
eyes were ever upon you. And I looked to ſee when you 


lit weuld turn unto me. I hearkened to hear the voice of your 
4 ſupplication. But 1 looked and hearkened in vain, for you by 
i went on in the fooliſhneſs and frowardneſs of your hearts. all 
1 Then my bowels were turned within me, and I faid, O that 4 


tlieſe were wiſe, that they underſtood what their end will be! pe 
Their lite will ſoon ſee an end; and then, O then what will 
they do? Alas! life is gone, the hour of judgment is cone, 


and now I muſt reward you according to what you have done. 1 
To dwell then with devils where the worm dieth not, and : 
where the fire is not quenched, I doom you. Angels, take 80 
them away, that they may be hurled into hell.” Inſtantly Or 


thoſe wretched fair are utterly confounded, and their cries f 
2 the ſkies : But none pitieth. Their lovers have for- 5 
ken them. The objects of their love are deſtroyed. God's th 
mercy is quite gone, The angels have them in deriſion. 
Devils rejoice over them, and wait to plunge them into the 
pit. O what a contraſt to their former condition?! 
Now turn your eyes and fee a multitude of a character 
highly inconſiſtent with their condition! Their character is 
ſacred, being ſtyled the prieſts of God; but their condition 
is that of ſinners. Hear the Judge addrefling them! Alas! 
I am ſorrow to ſee you in ſo wretched a condition. But 
what induced you to become miniſters ? Was it becauſe you 
were qualified to diſcharge the duty, and determined to do it? 
If ſo, it was laudable. by alas! though ſome are apoſtates, 
yet many of you were wrong when you aſſumed that ſacred 
office. But you ſhall have juſtice done, Had you then the 
knowledge of myſelf, as the Saviour, by the pardon of your 
fins and the purification of your ſpirit ? Without this you 
did not belong to me; for, if any man have not my ſpirit, 
he is none of mine. Nor could you ſufficiently know the 0 
truth, neceſſary to be preached to others, but by this principle 
of it in yourſelves. You could only have ideas of it, deal in 5 
= truths unfelt, and ineffectual; for having no union with me, | 
| your words had no energy, and did no execution.—And 
what was your call to, and qualification for the miniſtry ?. 
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| Were you divinely moved to miniſter in holy things? Had , 
you inward intimations ef its being my pleaſure that you | t 


ſhould # 


[ 135 J | 
ſhould preach ? And was my word as fire in your heart that 
you could not forbear? Had you, in the execution of your 
office, ſupernatural aſſiſtance; light to ſee, and power to 
hold forth the word of life? For I give not only grace, but 
alſo the knowledge of my will touching the work, and af- 
ſiſtance in it to ail whom I commiſſion to preach. What 
were your doctrines? Did you preach Me as the one mediator 
betwixt God and man? Did you inſiſt on my death as the 
meritorious cauſe of ſalvation? Did you alfo preach faith in 
me as the way to find it? Did you likewiſe contend for the 
knowledge by; it by an inward witneſs ? And did you -preach 


good works, to all capable of them, as the way to grow in 


grace, keep a good conſcience, and inereaſe their crown of 
rejoicing ?—What manner of life did you live? Was your 
lite a living law,.to all your people, illuſtrating and confirm-. 


ing every truth you taught; and thereby contradicting the 


ſhameful maxim of doing as you ſaid, and not as you did? 
Now theſe are the truths, according to which I fhall try 


you. Did you then know that you were accepted of God, 


adopted into his family, and made heirs of eternal life? If 
you did not, remember that I ſaid” you were none of mine. 
Nor can I retract, becauſe: it is the criterion of a Chriſtian. 
Need I tell you then to whom you belonged ? Alas! if not to 
me, to the devil, And were not your hearts fo dark and 
dead, that you neither diſcerned the evil of fin, nor deſired 
ſalvation from it? Seeing then that I neither dwelt in you as 


a principle of divine light, life, comfort, &c. nor was de- 


fired of you; what ſort of guides could you be to others? 


At the beſt but blind ones; and that was bad enough. Nor 
did I call you to the miniſtry. I did not ſend my enemies 
on my erran.*s. Vou ran before you were ſent. Neither did 


I aſſiſt you; ſo you turned none from the evil of their ways, 
and your flocks remained ignorant, unreformed, and unre- 
newed. Nor were your doctrines calculated to anſwer a 


good - purpoſe; for ſome of you preached what was falſe, 


others what was inapplicable, and ſome what was right, yet, 
as it came from you, it had no effect. And many of you lived 
in the ſins of the age, whereby many were confirmed in their 
wickedneſs, and ſome induced to renounce both religion and 
rev elation, concluding, as you, contradicted both in your prac- 


tice, that your faith in them was feigned, and the profeſſion 


of it only deſigned to anſwer a temporal purpoſe. I charge 
you then with being deſtitute * divine nature, with having 
| 2 


9 


e 


Finned, with intruding into the miniſtry, and contributing 
much to the deſtruction of many. Now make fo defence. 


What ſay you? Have I not ſaid the truth? Can you deny 


any part of this charge? Was not your ſoul in this ſenſeleſs, 
ſinful condition when you took upon you a cure of ſouls? A 
cure of fouls! Alas! you were phyſicians of no value: You 
. underſtood not their caſe, ſo you wrought no cure. And yet 
you were content: It did not grieve you that they were igno- 
rant and wicked. You had what you undertook the office 
for, wiz. profit, pleaſure, and honour. But now. ſee what 
it is come to! O how many accuſe you of having deceived 


them by your doctrine, confirmed. them in - wickedneſs by 


your example, and prevented them from ſeeking falvation by 

the part you acted in perſecuting my ſervants! Alas! you 
were fooliſh and 4404 

_; hindered many, perſecuted the righteous, and knew not me. 
I am ſorry for you: for as you had not the double portion 
. of my. ſpirit, which your office required, you have your own 


, you preached for hire, helped none, 


offences, and thoſe of many others, to anſwer for; and there- 
fore muſt have much puniſhment. ,O how welt would it have 
been for you, if you had never been born ! How profitable, 


if you had not been preachers! Or if you had been of my 


conſtituting and commiſſioning, and had faithfully diſcharged 


your duty ! Then you would have been numbered with thoſe 


on my right hand, who, as they were faithful over a few 
things, ſhall be made rulers. over many. But now there 1s no 
choice; the time for that is paſt, and will never return. Woe 


. unto you, for evil is coming upon you!—As for you, whom 
I ſent, (for ſuch, alas! I ſee among you) you out lived the 


gracious. principle I planted in you, and the commiſſion I 
pare you. Honour, affluence, and eaſe, through your care- 
leſſneſs, begot pride, covetouſneſs, and ſenſuality. Then 


ſuch of you, as continued to miniſter, principally ſought your 
own applauſe, profit, and pleaſure, and not my honour and 
the good of men. Your intercourſe with me alſo. ceaſed ; 


you did not ſeek my blefling ; therefore I neither communi- 


cated help to your heart, nor proſpered your labours. Vou 
became corrupt, and corrupted. others; for your example 


cauſed many to ſtumble. Yea, ſome of you apoſtatized both 


in principle, 8 and preaching; your hearts became 


unholy, your lives irreligious, and you denied ſalvation by 


me. You are twice dead, and the blackneſs of hell is your 


due. Alas! how evil is your caſe! Better had it been for. 


you 
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you not to have known the right way. But you have undone 
yourſelves, and muſt bear your own. burthen. O ye apoſtates, 
what will you do? How will you endure the degree of damn- 
ation which is due? Ye ſold me, and yourſelves to work 
wickedneſs. Curſed creatures! Crucifiers of me a ſecond time! 
Murderers of yourſelves and many others !\—And now, whe- 
ther apoſlates or others, I ſentence you all to that degree of 
ſufferings my juſtice obligeth me to. Prepare for your pu- 
niſhment ! 

Now ſee a promiſcuous company approach, to whom he 
thus ſpeaks : «© How was your time taken up? What did you 
propoſe to yourſelves as the end of living ? Did you intend 
to plcaſe me, profit your neighbours, e e for eter- 
nity ? Alas! your being on the left hand 1 


icates you lived 
to a purpoſe which I did not approve. I ſee among you a 
great variety; ſome of you waded in wealth, others ſwam in 


pleaſure, ſome ſoared in fame, many had the conveniencies 


of life, more only the neceſſaries, and not a few were poor: 


Some of you were wiſe, others fooliſh, ſome learned, others 


ignorant: Many of you had much leiſure from lahour, others. 
of you had the greateſt part of your time taken up with it. 
You were likewiſe of different generations, nations, and _ 
But, notwithſtanding, you all agreed to forget me, neglect 


your ſouls, and make no proviſion for eternity. I ſee you all 


in your ſins, unforgiven, unpurified, and unprepared to meet 
me, But, to ſhew how inexcuſable you are, I remind you 
of what I did to prevent, and to fave you from fin and ſuf- 
fering. I gave you an underſtanding of my will, and power 
to perform it. I alſo provided for you, as finners, by the 
facrifice of myſelf; therefore if, after offending, you had re- 
pented and put your truſt in me, I would have pardoned and 
renewed you. I likewiſe had many witneſſes among you of 
my wiſdom, power, and goodneſs: I gave you rain and 
fruitful ſeaſons : I cauſed my ſun to ſhine upon you by day, 


and my moon and ſtars by night: You had allo daily revo- 
lutions ; not a moment did the earth, on which you lived, 


ſtand ſtill ; it was always in motion to give its inhabitants the 
benefits of day and night, ſummer and winter : To move 
our minds I made thunder and lightning play over your 
eads, and the earth to quake under your feet: I ſent the 
. ſword, famine, and peſtilence among you: I afflicted you in 
your minds, bodies, and eſtates: I left you in an uncertainty 
touching the continuance of life, and gave you ſigns of 
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death/by-your mortality, and of the laſt day by puniſhing 


ſome of you for. your ſins. 

But ah! how did 1 labour in vain! The law, the moral 
Aiſpoſition of your mind was ſoon deſtroyed. You likewiſe 
contracted many evil cuſtoms, which, added to the corrup- 
tion of your hearts, made-fin eaſy and pleaſant ; and there- 


Fore, though I ſtrove with you, and commanded, yea be- 


ſought you to return unto me, ye would not. The low de- 
lights of a periſhing world you preferred to me, my ſalva- 
tion, ſervice, and kingdom. 'The pleaſures of fin, although 
but for a ſeaſon, were more to you than all that I could do. 
And notwithſtanding that I warned you of your danger, yet 
vou went on from one degree of ſin to another, till there was 
no remedy. Yea ſome of you proceeded fo far as to deny 
my being, others my providence, ſome my word, and all of 
you, in effect, my laws, for you would not live according to 


them. O how wretchedly was your time ſpent ! What mean 


purſuits! What vile practices! Any thing was enough to en- 
gage your heart, time, and talents. O how little did you 
confider your obligations to me ! Whether I was pleaſed or 
diſpleaſed with what you did gave you no concern: You 
cared not for me o your own will, not mine was conſulted 
and done, And when I reproved you for your follies, fome 
of you promiſed to repent and reform, but never performed; 
others, who went farther, did ſo but in part; and ſome, 
who did ſo perfectly, 5 for a time; for all of you 
died in your iniquities. Ak! how was I grieved when I ſaw 
ſome of you live only to lay up money, others to get the 
conveniencies or neceſſaries of life, and many only an hard 
ſubſiſtence ! And I ſaid in myſelf, O that theſe underſtood 
what good things I have to give, and what ſatisfaction they 
might find in ſerving me ! But you would not make proof of 
my holineſs, peace, and joy, and thereby have a foretaſte of 
an happy eternity, that you might long to live with me, 
Nor would you delight yourſelves in that, which, while I 
lived in your world, was as my meat and drink: My ways, 
to you, were not ways of pleaſantnefs, nor my paths peace. 
You all walked in your own ways, which were not good. 
Whatever ſeemed good to yourſelves, however diſagreeable 
to me, was done. Yon had no pleaſure in contemplating the 
wiſdom, greatneſs, and goodneſs diſplayed in my outward 
works; nor did you conſider my holineſs, juſtice, truth, 
mercy, and long-{uffering exerciſed in the government of 

1 | yourſelves 
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'yourſelves and others. Neither was it any thing to you that 
I died to redeem you. My daily benefits in temporal things, 
and whatever I did to your minds, in the uſe af means and 
by immediate acts, to reſtore you to holineſs. and happineſs, 
had no weight. Vea, you were ſo intent on living that you 
forgot death, the laſt day, and eternity. But ah! they are 
all come; death is paſt, the laſt day is preſent, and eternity 
is at the door. And now, where are all the things for which | 
you lived? Alas! all, that you lived for, is either dead, or If 
will ſoon be deftroyed ; for the earth ſhall be burnt up. "Ah, | 
wretched creatures, to live for that which has left you! Had 


day as your advocate; that office is ceaſed. I am your judge, 
and will deal with you according to your demerit.—And 
now, wretched creatures, behold your place! Hell, diſcloſe! 
Be before theſe, as thou art before me, without a covering! 
dee its dimenſions ! Ah, it is deep and large, without bottom 
or ſhore! It is full of my fury; a fiery ſtream ever urges with 
waves of ſulphureous flame. That then, ye ungodly, is your 
habitation. There you muſt dwell for ever; for when mil- 
lions of years have meaſured out your miſery it will be no 
nearer the end. Nor will the fierceneſs of the flame ever di- 
miniſh : I kindled it mine anger, and it ſhall be kept up. Can 
ye endure it? Are you as ſtone? Without ſenſe? Paſt feeling? 
Ah! were you ſo, it would be well with you! But you ſhall 
be tormented in it: Every part, of your ſoul and body, the 
fire will feed upon, and puniſh with the moſt exquiſite pain, 
Then ſhall I be avenged on you for all that you have done. 
Go then, ye great ones, ye wretched fair, ye falſe prophets, 
and all who have hved and died in iniquity, go to your place 
and portion ; dwell with devils, be tormented with fire and 
brimſtone, bear the ſtings of your conſciences, lament a loft 
heaven, weep, wail, and gnaſh your teeth. O ye abominable, 
what bleſſings did I beftow upon you! What pains did I take 
with you! What patience had I with you ! But you made 
only evil returns; you brake my laws, abuſed my mercies, 
neglected my ſalvation, grieved my ſpirit, and wearied my 
tience. And now Ti will ſhew you no favour: You ſhall 
have judgment without mercy : And, while eternity endures, 
you ſhall he under my righteous wrath > Never, never ſhall 


you lived to me, I would have continued with you, conſoled 
you in every conflict, carried you with courage through death, #1 
and acquitted you in the laſt day. But you would have none 
of me; and now I will have none of you. I ſtand not this 14 
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you be releaſed from it.—But ah, how they linger! How 


tardy their ſteps! They haſten not to ſuffer as they did to fin! 
O how they hover on the brink. of hell! They want Curtius's 


courage to leap into the gulph. Sinners, are you afraid? 


Does the fire, like the flame of Nebuchadnezzar's furnace, 


flaſh upon you? Alas! If the brink be fo bad, what will the 


burnings be? O wretched creatures, well may you fear be- 
fore you feel! But go! No more delays! Angels, quicken 


their pace! Caſt them into hell! Now they move; millions 


in a moment are hurled headlong into the burning lake, 
Down to the centre they deſcend. Then they rebound to the 
ſurface: And thus, by turns, they fink and ſwim. There 
they taſte the bitter pains of eternal death, a death they ſought 
by their ſins, for they would not ferve me. This then is their 
recompenſe. Nor does help or hope come to their relief. 


Wretched beings! Hark! All hell rings with their cries. O 


how they curſe and. accuſe themſelves, as the cauſe of all that 
they ſufter! Our fins have brought us hither. We blame 
not our Maker. We had all that we could have; reaſon, a 
religious principle, a Saviour, ſabbaths, the outward evi- 
dences of God's wiſdom, greatneſs and goodneſs, divine and 
human inſtructions, and every e e was neceſſary to ſave 
us from ſin, make us ſerve the Lord, and prepare us for a 

better place than this. O that we had lived ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly, and godly in the worid! Then had we eſcaped all 
this evil. But we would not. And now we are juſtly doom- 
ed to dwell where the worm dieth not. Wee unto us! O the 


intenſeneſs of our torments ! And the thought of eternity adds 


to our miſery. Could we ſee the end of cur ſufferings, 
hope would ſpring up in hell. But fire and brimſtone, a 
guilty conſcience, devils, and dark deſpair confpire to curſe 
us. Alas! all is loſt! Farewel hope and happineſs for ever! 
And O thou profoundeſt hell, in thee we muſt for ever 
dwell.” 

Now, ſinners, J have ſet before you the torments of the 
damned, which will aſſuredly be your portion, if you perſiſt 
in fin, Will you not then turn to the Lord ? Why will you 
not? For what would you ſuffer temporal torments ? Would 
you lie upon a bed of fire for ſeven years ? Could all the 
riches, pleaſures, and honours in the world tempt you to it? 


I believe not. How is it then that you do not fear eternal 


fire? Is it leſs to be feared than temporal? Alas! it is ten 
thouſand times more. Why then ſo afraid of the one, and 


: (ner? ] 


| ſorfearleſs of the other? It is becauſe you are ſenſible of what 
concerns your body and time, but not of what regards your 
ſoul and eternity? O ſhameful ignorance ! It is being fools 
in the worſt ſenſe of the word. But what will you do? Will 
vou die ſo? Will you be damned? If you die aſleep in your 
ſins, you will. Awake then ; why fleep ye? Your damna- 
tion {lumbereth not. Know ye not that death and hell are 
near? To-morrow you may be in both. To-day then hear 
his voice: He cries, turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die? 

Sinner hear, hear the long neglected call! O hear him that 
ſpeaketh from heaven ! He ſpeaks by his ſpirit, word, pro- 
vidence, miniſters, and many other means. Be obedient that 
you may be bleſt. Think not that by diſobedience you ſhall 
do well. Conſider that you have to do with an holy, a juſt, 
a jealous God ; a God, who all your life has watched over 
you for good, has fed and preſerved you, and born with 
2 diſobedience. O what indulgence ! But ſay not that 
he will do ſo again. Remember, he has' appointed a day to 


do juſtice in; a day, wherein all, that die in diſobedience, || 


will be damned. Will you meet him in your fins? Ah! 
what a foe will you find him ! For he is a conſuming fire to 
offenders. Settle it then in your heart that you will be his: 
And do not delay the execution of your purpoſe, leſt you be 
plucked away in his diſpleaſure. Nor need any thing be 
urged to evidence the neceſſity of this, ſave the ſhortneſs and 
_ uncertainty of life, and the dreadful conſequence of delay ing 
too long. Will you then hefitate one moment to turn your 
heart to the Lord, and regulate your life by his law? Do it 
immediately, and thereby prevent the danger of being un- 
done by delays. O conſider the preciouſneſs of the preſent 
time! It is all that you can call your own. The reſt may or 
may not be while you are alive. And for what evil or earth- 
ly thing will you run the riſk of being ruined for ever? 
Surely, if you love yourſelf, you will ſecure the ſalvation of 
your ſoul. Remember then your ſins, repent of them, re- 
form your life, believe on Chriſt, pray till you find the par- 
don of ſin, get your heart made good by grace, live religi- 


_ ouſly by ſerving the Lord, charitably by miniſtering to the | 


good of men, lay up treaſure in heaven, and thus prepare to 
meet the Moſt High. O how profitable and pleaſant are 
_ theſe things! How good for time, and how much better for 

eternity! They will do infinitely better for you than ſerving 
the devil and enduring damnation, But I have ſet before 
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you life and deach, bleſſing and curſing; chooſe your portion, 


make or mar yourſelf. But chooſe life and bleſſing, that the 
Lord may be glorified, and that you may be happy for ever. 
And you, that are capable of doing good, remember your 
obligation to do it, and act accordingly. Be ambitious to 
ſerve the Lord in the manner moſt agreeable-to him. Walk 
with him. in ſpirit, by an actual and continued advertence to 
his preſence ; by fearing, loving, delighting in, and adoring 


bim; by being grateful for his benefits, and by ſpeaking and 


acting, in all things, as may be moſt to his honour; Labour 
likewiſe for the good of men. Be wife to win ſouls to the 
right way, to the ſalvation and ſervice of the Lord. Let 
your example, reproofs, inſtructions, prayers, &c. conſpire 
to do this. Profit as many as poilible, in N things, by 
your fortune, favour, labour, and advice. Th 


unto life.— And, for your encouragement, conſider the con- 
ſequence, the greatneſs of the reward, Whatever you do for 
the honour of God and the good of men, will, in this world, 
afford the moſt excellent fruit in the teſtimony of a good con- 


ſcience, and greater favour with God and men; yea, in all pro- 


bability, an increaſe of temporal things will be conſequent on 
it; for he, thar ſoweth much, ſhall reap much. And a ſenſe of 


having diſcharged your duty, at death, will inſpire a confident 
expectation of a'crown ; with the dying apoſtle you will ſay, 
"Fniſhed my courſe, 1 


« have fought a good fight, I have finiſ 
have kept the faith : Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will give me in that day.” In the day of j 
ſtand diſtinguiſhed, in the preſence of God, angels, and 
men, according to your degree of well-doing ; and, in eter- 
nity, it will redound to you in honour and glory, and un- 


utterable delights. Walk then, in the higheſt degree, worthy 
of your calling, and thereby increaſe your crown of rejoicing; 


for ever, 
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us ſow r1 ghte- 
ous ſeed, and you ſhall reap the reward of it in a reſurrection 


udgment you will 
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JAMES, Chap. ii. Ver. 19, 80, 21, 


Thou belieweſt that there it one God; thau aft aucli The 5 8 
devils alſo believe, and tremble, But auilt thau know, O 
vain man, that fauh auihout avorks is dead? | Was not 


Abraham our father juſtifi:d by auorks, when he bad offered 


Laac bis for upon the altar? 


\ UR apoſtle, having to do with men, whoſe faith made | 
void the law, ſet himſelf to refute the error, and Rop 


the torrent of that dangerous doctrine. 


_ This, is done, 1. by defining. commending, and comparing ; 
; And, 3. 
by exhibiting that which produceth good works. Of theſe 
I ſhall offer ſome explication, and conclude with a word 


their faith. 2. By ſhewing the_inſufficiency of it. 


I. Thou belieweſt that there is one Gal. This one God is 
eppoſed to all other gods, whether the works of men, or 


thoſe whoſe office gives them an inferior right to that title. 
He is that ſupreme 
is without beginning an 


of creation and providence: 


being to, preſerving, and governing them; and his goudnels 
in repleniſhing the earch with bleſlings adapted to the con- 
dition of every creature. 


This divine Being is the firſt object of faith, Things, | 


that are ſeen, are objects of ſenſe: But he is inviſible, and 
therefore to be believed. Nor is the aſſiſtance of external 
and internal revelation neceſſary. They indeed corroborate 
the evidence of this important truth; but She inviſible things 
of him are clearly ſeen, being underſiqod by the things, which 
are made. Vilible things, Frye all the fiznatures ol con- 

CEN, | ummate 


gs who was, is, and is to be; who 
end; whole pature is ſpiritual and 
holy, and whoſe attributes conſpicuouſly appear in the works 
Iis wiſdom in deviſing the 
natures, capacities, and uſe of all mung his power in giving 
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ſummate ſkill, inimitable art, energetic power, and profuſe 
goodneſs, afford the moſt unexceptionable evidence of a Deity 
poſſeſt of all poſſible perfections: They exhibit to reaſon, (for 
reaſon, in this caſe, is the root of faith) that theſe are the 


1 Works of a wile, powerful, and good God: And this iſſues, 
i rightly uſed, in a belief of his being. TOs 


Believing that there is one God likewiſe implies ſome judg- 
ment of the extent of his eſſence and natural attributes. And 
that he cannot be circumſcribed by human conception, but 
is infinite in reſpect of extent is the moſt agreeable notion of 
Deity : Do not I, ſaith he, fill heaven and earth * And with 
this correſponds the Pſalmiſt's account: Whither Ball I go 
from thy ſpirit? Or ewhither all I fly from thy preſence ? If I 
2 up into heaven, thou art there : 1f I make my bed in hell, 

ehold thou art there: I, take the wings of the morning, and 
dæbell in the uttermaſt parts of the ſea," even there ſhall thy hand 
find me, and thy right hand ſhall lead me. — But though he is 
more than equal with creation ; yet he neither incorporates 
with, nor is interrupted by it, but remains entire, and per- 
vades whatever is more eaſily than air or light does the moſt 
pervious bodies. The properties natural to, and inſeparable 
from his eſſence are omnipreſence and omniſcience ; he is 
preſent with, and privy to all things, and unerringly diſcerns 
eſſences, actions, and ends: Can any hide himſelf that I ſhall 
not fee him! Saith the Lord. Neither is there any creature, that 


it not manifeſt in his fight : But all things are naked and opened 


to the eyes of him, with whom awe hae 10 do. 
This faith alſo includes a belief of his moral nature and 
government. The holineſs of his nature is exhibited by the 
urity of his precepts, which have for their objects and end 
55 own glory, and the preſent and future felicity of men: 
And to which from all, who have attained to the uſe of rea- 
ſon, complete conformity is required. Hence it is, that a 
deviation from duties, whether by acting contrary to, or 
coming ſhort of them, ſubjects to the cenſure of juſtice, and 
expoſes to the wrath of God. By this are ſeen the evil of 
ſin, the ſtrictneſs of his juſtice, and the abſolute neceſſity of 
his mercy. The cauſe of which mercy, and the way of re- 
ceiving it, ſuch believers underſtand; they know that God 
ewas in Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf, ſatisfying his 
juſtice by the ſufferings of his Son; and therefore he can 
be juſt in maintaining the purity of his law, and yet juſtify 
the ungodly, who believe in Chriſt Jeſus. To believe 3 
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the nature, works, and government of God is to believe that 
there is one Gd. | 5 5 
And though this faith is ſuperficial, and comparatively of 
but inconſiderable ſervice, yet it has the apoltle's approbation-: 
Than doefl well, But though he prefers it to infidelity ; yet: 
to ſhew its inſufficiency, he oppoſes to it the faith of fiends : 
T he dewils alſo believe. Theſe competitors with men, in re- 
ſpec of believing, were once angels of light, whoſe happineſs 
conſiſted in the purity of their nature, a proper ſubordination - 
to, and practical obſervance of their Creator's will. But, 
being free agents, and in a ſtate of probation, by a diſobe- 
dience, which their caſe admitted, they forfeited thoſe hea- 
venly powers, with which their ſpiritual natures were reple- 
niſhed : Holy light, love, m eſs, humility, &c. were 
corrupted and turned into their contraries. Hence they be- 
came dark, hateful, proud, fiery ſpirits, oppoſers of God 
and goodneſs, as being contrary to their depraved principle ; 
and, as a conſequence, they were expelled their native abodes, 
and ſentenced to ſituations more agrecable to their degraded 
condition. Notwithſtanding this they retain ſome knowledge 
of God, and form right conceptions of him in what concerns || 
themſelves: therefore they believe. Herein they correſpond {|| 
with rational believers among men; for the word ae con- 
nects the ſentences, and forms a compariſon betwixt them. 
To this (believing) their nature is — adapted, being ſpiri- 
tual, and therein agreeing with the nature of God. And 
though deprived of the divine ſimilitude, and ſet at a greater 
diftance from his throne; yet they remember their once glo- 
ious ſtate and place, Nor is it probable that all their mikey 
iſſues from their own evil principle. Some degree, it is pre- 
ſumed, is inflifted by the Almighty, as the conſequence of 
their crimes. How eaſy then for them to believe that there 
is one God !—But they zrembl: alſo. They feel his difplea- 
ſure in their preſent torments, aud as they believe that they 
muſt for ever feel it in future puniſhment, he is terrible to 
them; hence they fear, and fear makes them tremble, —But 
how few ſinners, among men, fear and tremble.! And yet, 
let their faith be what it will, they are condemned to dwell 
with the devil. So great a fimilarity of circumſtances then 
mould produce the ſame ſenſations ; faith, fear, and tremble- 
ing ſhould be as common among ſinners, as among ſatan and 
his angels. But, alas! it is not ſo; for the faith of thoſe, 4 
whom our apoſtle oppoſes, N them ſo inſenſible of * = 
1 = 
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fin and danger, that they neither feel nor fear the wrath of 
God ; they feel it not in a guilty conſcience, nor fear it in a 
belief of future puniſhment; ſo, being unconcerned, they 
mile in fin, though ſmall their cauſe to ſmile, for the Lord 
is angry with them. But not fo fatan ; he ſhakes under the 
rod of God's righteous wrath ; he feels, believes, fears, and 
trembles; and therefore his faith is more effectual than that 
of thoſe unhappy men who believe that there is one God, but 
without any emotion of mind conſequent on it. And this, I 
fear, is the faith of moſt men. n 


II. I ſhall, in the next place, ſhew the inſufficiency of thus 
N But ewilt thou mod, O vain man, that faith with- 
out works 'is dead? The faith, Which. confeſſes that there is 
one God, but neither produceth fear nor trembling, is in- 
ſufficient to a degree, that renders its poſſeſſions inferior to 
ſatan in all that concerns the ſoul. They know not that they 
are ſinners, againſt whom God's wrath is revealed; they be- 
fieve not that their damnation ſlumbereth not; they are blind 
and upon the brink of hell, and know it not. Yea, their 

faith ſuffers them to live as if they had not a ſoul to ſave ; it 
neither produces inward nor outward fruit; the love of God 
is not in their heart, nor his fear before their eyes: It is dead, 
and therefore cannot do them any good. — The faith of devils, 
though more reaſonable and fruitful, does not ſave them; 
they ſtill continue in fin, and without hope of falvation : 
«© For hope, that comes to all, comes not in hell.” They 
believe the juſtice of God as ſtanding oppoſed to them, and 
engaged to perpetuate their puniſhment, And having no 
. promiſe of pardon, they have no faith in God's mercy ; that 
attribute to them affords no relief. Hence though they excel 
many belieyers among men; yet their faith is not effectual, it 
Teaves them in their damnable ftate. Thus by a — 
but extremely mortifying compariſon, the apoſtle has dif- 
covered the inſufficiency of but believing that there is one 
God. And to convince ſuch believers more fully, of their 
folly and danger, he appeals to their will. But wil? thou 
knew, O vain man, that Fong without works is dead? Witt 
thou be convinced that the faith, in men, which is not followed 
with fear, is no more what it ſhould be, nor better anſwers 
the end of believing, than a dead body performs the buſineſs 
of a living man? For as the body without the ſpirit is dead, jo 
faith without warts is dead alſo. Hence it is clear, that _ 
2 5 er 


( 7 ] "= 

ther the faith of wicked men, nor of devils. can ſuffice; and | 
| 
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that both leave their poſſeſſors in their fins,” and ſentenced, 


4 


to everlaſting ſufferings... Therefore ſinners of every deno- 


Y 


mination and degree, whateyer their faith. be, are in a con- 


4 
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demnable condition. But chis will more fully appear from 
a deſcription, of the faith of Abraham, and of all true be- 


lievers. N 
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III. Was not Abraham our father juſtified by works, when © 
he had off. red Iſaac his ſon upon the altar * Szeft thau how faith 
avrought with his works, and by aworks.avas faith made perfect. 
Faith in Abraham was prior to works; and his juitification 
by faith preceded his juſtification. by works. Agreeably to 
this it is Rid, Abraham believed Gad, aud it avas,accounted | 
ta bim for righteouſneſs... And that his faith had this effect, 
and was what the faith of all others ſhould be; that it was 
acceptable to God, and imitable of men, is evident from its 
being cited by St. Paul, and made charaQereſtic. of the fait] 
of the primitive Chriſtians. Thus, to convince the Jews o 
their error. in ſeeking ſalvation by the law, he. oppoſed. them 
with this particular: Fer if Abraham ⁊ue re juſtified by works, 
be hath: whereef- ta glory. But | he bath. not; before God, For 
awhat ſaith the Scripture 2: Abraham. believed. Gad, and it aum 
acccuuted to him for. righteonſueſs.. Which righteouſneſs, ace 
cording to St. Paul's — of the Ver text, cited to prove 
the ſame thing, was the forgiveneſs of ſins: Bleed are then, 
whoſe iniquitics are forgiven, and. auhgſe fins are covered. This 
reſtores ſinners to the forfeited - favour,of God, by remayin 
the cauſe of wrath. - Hence, on n | 
rightcouſheſs, he was called the friend of Gad. From [ is it i 

evident, that as fopliſhneſs is the effect of a dead faith, ang 
fear of the faith of devils, forgiveneſs is the fruit of Chriſtian 
faith.—And faith is peculiarly calculated for this: The be- 
liever confeſſeth his fin, renounceth his own righteouſtieſs, and 
depends wholly on the merit of him, wha was delivered for 
bis offences, and raif.d, again for his juſtification. Thus, by 
confiding in his death., as the procuring cauſe of ſalvation, 
and in his perſon for the fulfilling, of his promiſe, he is deli- 
vered from the evils he feels and fears: Fer with the heart man 
believeih unto righteon/aeſs, and with, the. math. cenfſſion is 
made to ſalvation. TS ITE I 2 8 
The ſecond fruit of faith is a pure heart. With this St. 


1 


Peter correſponds, when he ſays, Puri hing their Inertsby faith. 
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And St. Paul, to convince the Galatians of their folly in 
admitting (ircumciſion, &c. interrogates them with, Re- 
ceived ye the ſpirit by the wworks he law, or by the hearing 
of faith? And in recounting the Lord's kindnefs to Abraham, 
with a view of exhibiting its extent in reſpect of others, he 
fays, That the bl:ffng of Abraham might come on the Gentiles 
through F:ſus Chriſt, that we might receive the promiſe of the 
ſpirit hr % faith. Spirit, as it reſpects the preſent ſtate of 
man, Gres a right ſtate of mind, a heart renewed by the 
Holy Ghoſt. And this, like the former, is abſolutely ne-- 
ceſſary; for though forgiveneſs frees from the guilt of paſt 
fin, yet if the heart remain unholy, it will produce a practice 
agreeable to itſelf. But faith herein is effectual; and though 
it neither ſaves meritoriouſly nor efficiently, but only con- 
ditionally and inftrumentally, yet, by depending on Chriſt's : 
merit and ſpirit, holineſs is derived inte the heart, wherei) 
it aſſumes a new form, for inſtead of diſcovering the uit 
and power of fin and the danger of being damned, it now 
exhibits a reconciled God, a renewal in love, and a glorious 
proſpect of heaven; and in lieu of a painful deſire of divine 
things, it has a pleaſant poſſeſſion of them. 1 
Ide third ſrait is practical, and flows from the principle 
implanted. - And this being that by which the prineiple is 
preſerved, (for by works faith is made perfect) it is ſtiled a 
faith that works by love. Faith, as a grace, is the eye, ear, 
appetite, touch, &c. of the ſoul, by which it ſees, hears, 
es, feels, &e. And, as theſe ſenſes are exerciſed on their 
proper objects, not only the habit of holineſs remains unim- 
oy but | bleflings are derived from heaven, and fruit us 
brought forth to the honour of God, and the good of man- 
kind: Seeft thou how faith wwrmght with his works, and by 
works was faith made perfect. The principle of faith pro- 
duceth good works, and good works ſtrengthen faith. So 
much then as any have of the grace of faith, and ſo far as 
they make uſe of it, it is perfe and affordeth good fruit. 
This is evident from the inſtance of Abraham : Was not 
Abraham our father juſtified by verbs, when he had offe red 
Tjnac his fon upen the altar? Abraham, who had many years 
been juſtified by heheving, was now juſtiſied by obedience. 
© By the heroic act, of offering his ſon, he proved the genuine- 
neſs of his faith, gave teſtimony that it had purified his heart 
and made it obedient to God. This was his legal juſtifica- 
tion, and which had the ſame effect as his evangelical; yy: 
Toy == ” wit 
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witch God was, the fruit of faith, and the continuance of that || 
peace the effect of obedience. hf HT, : | 
A ſecond branch of obedience is love to mankind. This | 

| 


x. * 


they, who only believe that thexe is one God, are deſtitute 
of; af indirect evidence of which is this: I, a brother or || 
ſiſter be naked and deſtitute of daily food, and one of you Jay unts | 
them, be ye warmed and filled, notwithſtanding ye give them 
not thoſe things, which are needful fur the body, what doth if 9 
N his ſort of charity is the fruit of a dead faith. 
While the heart remains unrenewed, it is contracted within | 
its own narrow ſphere, and fecks only its poſſeſſor's temporal 
ain, and neither. the temporal nor ſpiritaal profit of others. 
Vila faith produces a contrary practice; it deals not in | 
words only, but ſeconds them with works of a correſpondent | 
kind. To this purpoſe St. John ſays, Let us not love in award, | 
neither in tongue ; but in deed and in truth. This is effected | 
by faith. The ſpirit, conſequent on believing, fills. the Heart 
with univerſal good - will. Maes thoſe, that have the divine i 
nature, love like its author; delight in the good, pity the 
evil part of mankind, and contribute whatever may conducs - ||| 
to the advantage of both. Thus, through the ds 60 Go 


of faith, the heart being purified and prepared to love God: 
and men, it 1s, remotely, the cauſe of that love. And inaſ- 
much as this faith is productive of forgiveneſs, a pute heart, | 
univerſal obedience, and many other excellent a it 18 | 
ſutficiently diſtinguiſhed from the faith of finners and deyils.” 
3 | 

| 
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: I ſhall now apply what has been ſpoken. And if believing 
that there is one God will not ſuffice, what will atheifts 40 
 Thele, in religious knowledge, are on a level with animals: 
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_— To prevert miftzke, F ſhall ſubjoin 


Wo | # contraſted aceount of theſh: 

Contrary, thovgh conſiſtent methods of juſtification. Abraham was. 
juſtified by, ſeith, when it was accuvnted' to him for righteouſnefs 3. 
which characterized him the friend of God. This was bis firſt pe- 

| ſonal juſtification; which St, Paul to reconcile the Jews to it, who 
ſougat ſalvation by works, fo earneſtly contended for; and by which 
only a perſonal finner can be juſtified. — His ſecond juſtification, in- 
fifted on by St; James to confure thoſe, who pretended to be believer, 
while they lived in diſobedience to God's laws, was by works. Te be 
juſtified by works is to be obedient to the law, under which we- live; 
which, as it cannot juſtly accuſe, neceflarily acquits, Abraham is the 
jaſtance of offering his ſon (which was a ſpecimen of his lite after 
believing unto righteouſneſs) lived up to the law of his Lord; and: 
therefore was juſtified by it, This followed his juſtification: by faith, 
azad was waat every believer ſhould cloſely imitate, | | 


— 


—— ———— —— —— l03— 
— — —— — — ——ñ— 
— —U— — — 


—— — ee —ů— 


— ——— 
— — 


— —— 
—v—äĩ— ͤ — — — — 


= 
— 


| 


([ t5 J 


For what they Inoaw, they brow naterally, as brute | beaſt, 
But if by internal and external teaching, the Almighty mani. 
feſts his will; why, in ſome, does no 'trace of it remain ? 
Is it becauſe they are given up? That is the cauſe: Becauſ 
they did not like to retain God in their knxwledge, he pave them 
ever 70 a refrobate mind. Sin blinds and hardens; and the 
Lord in juſt diſpleaſure abandons them. So, being cut off 
from ſpiritual things, the foul has nothing but temporal ones 
to pa% - upon. In this ſtate man is only a ſuperior ſort of 
animal, led by his ſenſes, and without conſcience to con- 

troul him: Therefore he concludes, that there is no God. 
An ignorance the more inexcuſable, as it is oppoſed by the 
evidence of ſenſe; all nature confpiring to confront and con- 
fute it by the ample teſtimoney it gives. —Now this denial of 
the Deity neceſſarily infers diſobedience to him; but many 
alſo, u ho believe his being, in works deny him, being abomivable 
and diſehidient, and unto every good work reprobate. What 
they profeſs in words, they deny in works; and therefore, 
tho” verbal believers, are practical atheiſts. And perhaps the 
reaſon why many believe neither reſults from obſerving his 
works, ner flows from an inward conviction of his preſence ; 
but is a traditionary thing, conſiſting of words without ideas 
annexed to them. 1 555 they are peipetually uſing his name, 
ſometimes in praiſe, and ſometimes in profaneneſs: For they 
can bleſs and curſe with the ſame breath. F 

But let us deſcend to particulars. And as believing that 
there is one God is the firſt degree of faith, we will begin 
with that. Do you, believe then that there is a God ? And 
that be is always preſent, is holy, hates iniquity, will puniſh 
the impenitent, and pardon all, who repent and believe in 
Chriſt Jeſus ? If this be your faith, you are a rational be- 
liever. But what effect has it had? As a ſinner, has it made 
vou tremble? If not, by what is it to be known? Wherein 
does it differ from infidelity > Alas l if you do not fo believe 
the Lord's truth as to fear the infelicity due to offenders, 
your faith is without fruit; it is dead, and ſerves only to 
deceive you. Yea, ſo ſhort is it of what it ſhould. be, that 
ſatan is your ſuperior; you cannot, rank with him in that 
reſpect; for he believes that future damnation is his due, and 
trembles for fear of it, And is it not due to you? Has not 
God ſaid, „ the wicked ſhall dwell with the devil and his 
angels?“ If ſo, how little does your caſe differ from theirs! 
Farther ; the fear of God is the beginning of wiſdom. Os 
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where that fear is not, there is folly. Ate you then a fool? I 
fear ſo. Vou know not the Lord. Neither are you ſenſible 
whether he is angry or pleaſed with you. Vea, you ate ſo 
ignorant of yourſelf, that you know not whether yau be # 
faint or a ſinner, a child #4 God or of the devil, an heir of 
heaven or of hell. Hence his fear 1s neither in your heart nor | 
before your eyes. Alas! that is leſs than is in hel, —More- 
over, to feat God is to hate iniquity. But by living in it 
you ſhew that you love it. What avails then your profeſiing 
to believe, while you curſe and ſwear, lie and get drunk 
break ſabbaths and commit whoredoms, cheat and detraud& | 
your neighbours, &c, ? If you believe the Lord is preſent, | 
and privy to all you do, how dare you commit things prohi- {+ 
bited on pain of bis eternal diſpleaſure ? Vour courage would 
fail in the preſence of a king. But he knows your thoughts 
alſo. If your neighbours knew them, where would you hide 
your head? And yet he his ten thouſand times more to be 
feared than they: They can but puniſh the body, but he can 
deſtroy body and ſoul in hell. And what are all the evils in 
the world, when compared to that? They are not fit to he 
ſet in competition with it. If then you do not fear God's 
eternal Wrath, it is becauſe you kno nothing as you ought 
to know.—Again, If you believe there is'a God; againſt 
whom you have ſinned, you pray to him for pardon. Perhaps 
you repeat the petitions taught you when a child, and have 
never underſtood their meaning: So you are no wiſer,” in 
that reſpect, than you were many years ago. Alas! how un- 
happy it is for you to have to do with a God, who hears and 
fees! A dead idol could not detect your ſenſeleſs way of ſu 
plicating. You might then ſay your prayers as fait and 
fooliſhly as you would, and your folly not be found out. 
And perhaps, when you pray, you expect no bleſſing; which | 
evidences, that you neither know the nature nor the end of 
prayer, and therefore you offer the ſacriſice of a fool. Surely 
then it is cuſtom, not conſcience, that makes you pray. But 
have you no wants? None, that you know ; fin having darken- 
ed your mind and deadened your heart. Therefore, though ||| 
a ſinner, you know no want of a Saviour; fin is not your 
burden, ſhame and curſe; neither do you feel God's diſ- 
pleaſure in a guilty conſcience, nor fear ſuffering the ven- 
geance of eternal: For you are as unconcerned as if you had 
not ſinned. What a farce then is all your public and private 
prayer ! 8 25 e e FEM ene . 
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ſelves that you may not be judged with the world. 
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| which will iflue in endleſs. ruin. d | 
blow is given, what a wretch will you be! Devils and damn'd 
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+ And as you are inſenfible of your ſins, and ſafe,” as ybu 
ſuppoſe, from the danger of ſuffering for them, you deceive 
yourlelf by believing that you are ſomething, when you are 
nothing, Of this your practice is alſo a proof; for you nei- 
ther fear God, nor regard man. Von do as you will for 
God; his law is no 5 to you: Whatever you chooſe, how 
contrary ſoever to his command, is done. But be not de- 
ceived; for he, that finneth, is of the devil. Nor have you 
any care for your fellow- creatures, inaſmuch as neither by 
precept, prayer, nor example do you ſeek to ſave them. 
Alas! as you cannot compare with devils in reſpe& of faith, 
neither can you with ſome of the damned in regard of cha- 
rity. Dives wanted one raiſing from the dead to prevent the. 
damnation of his brethren : But that is no care of yours. See 
then in devils. and Dives your ſuperiors in faith and charity! 
And mind this admonition : * that will not fear the 
wrath of God, muſt feel it: If you do not fear it in time, 
you will ſeel it for ever in eternity. — But, having long imi- 
tated the devils in ſinning; now learn to be like them in faith, 
fear, and trembling : Be a volunteer in this ſervice, leſt you 
be preſt into it by eternal pain. Reflect upon your folly ; 
review all the parts of your paſt life, and obſerve your in- 
Far words and works; for the Lord weigheth 

the thoughts and ſcanneth the ways of men. Judge 1 
at if 

you refuſe, you will be forced: If this world be a ſchool of 
wrong, hell is a ſchool of right. There you will know the 
worth of good by the want 55 it, and the evil of ſin by being 
puniſhed for it. Vea, the entrance will cure you of igno- 
rance; for if you live a fool, you cannot die one, death be- 
ing to ſinners the door of damnation. Then, if not before, 
you will believe like the devils. Believe fo now; believe 
that you are a ſinner ſubject to ſuſter, hovering over the brink. 
of hell, This 1s your fituation. O how ſlippery ! To-day 
you are in time: to-morrow you may be in eternity. Now 
open your eyes and. fee your ſin and ſufferings. The one is 
certain, and the other little leſs ſo. Turn aſide, turn aſide 
from the way, which leads to it. Make haſte. Alas! if 
death find you in ſin, it will ſhoot a dart through your heart, 
And oh! when the deadly 


ſouls will be your aſſociates; fixe and brimſtone your portion; 
a guilty conſcience your continual remembrancer; an angry 
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God your terror; eternity the time of your torment; a 
loſt heaven your regret ; fin your ſhame ; and pain your 
puniſhment. | | N 
And for what is it that you will ſuffer all this? Are the 

pleaſures of ſin enough? Dear bought pleaſure ! And yet for 
what elf: is it that you neglect ſalvation ? Sin, and only ſin, 
is tie cauſe of ſuffering, Your cups, cards, curfing, lies, 

nonſenſe, ſabbath-breakipgs, whoredoms, Soden and 
other tranſgreſſions procure you a place in the pit: For theſe 
von barter heaven, fell yourſelf to the devil, defeat Chriſt's 
deſign in dying for you, rob God of his glory, grieve the 
b-ly ſpirit, harden finners in the way to hell, offend ſaints, 
weary angels, and rreaſure up wrath againſt the day of wrath. 
Will you then, nay can you complain if God cur you down 
in a moment? If he does, what will your fins do 65 ou in 
fufferihgs ? Will they be able to deliver? No; nor will they 
afford the leaſt relief. Come then to your ſenſes, and ſee 
how imminent your danger is: Look over life's narrow verge, 


and behold the tremendous ocean of endleſs ruin! O think 


how near it is? In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye you 
ng ar wry „ 
| Now 


let your faith be effeftual ; ler it form a fear of that 


ruin, to bryan” bp are expoſed by reaſon of your fins. Call 
heaven and earth to your aid : They are faithful witnefſes of 
the wiſdom, power, and goodneſs of God. And run over 
the ancient days for evidences of his juſtice. Remember his 
judgment in a world covered with water; the burning of 
Sodom and Gomorrah; his wonders in Egypt; the thunders 
of Sinai; earthquakes and famine, peſtilence and war, and 
all other inſtruments of his indignation. Theſe are emblems 


of hell, the dire tokens of his eternal difpleaſure ; and fuf- 
ficient, in the cafe of ſinners, to form that faith which work- 


eth fear. Believe then that the Lord is diſpleaſed with you. 
This 1s done by the devils. And you have the ſame cauſe. 
Be not worſe than they. It is a ſhame to be 4 
them. And yet if you do not fear, they leave you behind. 
O conſider this, and be confounded! Sharp are the arrows 
of the Almighty } If he ſhoot at you in his anger, you will 
both feel and fear. Anticipate his wrath, and turn it aſide ; 
believe it, and blunt the edge of it; fear it, and you ſhall 
not feel it for ever. Thus 1mitate the devils, till you can 
believe to better purpoſe ! 5 
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But ſome already believe, and trembla. A painful, yet 
hie thing: For to know our diſeaſe is half our cure. 
ut conclude not that you are ſafe ; for to believe like thoſe 
in hell is not to belie-xe e Abraham. Guilt, as a puniſh- 
ment, is a participation of. eternal pain. This is your por- 
tion. Being then of the ſecond order of believers, advance 
to the third. You believe in God's juſtice; now believe in 
his mercy, and leave ſatan behind. Once he was before 
you ; but being come up with him, ſtop not till you bare 
believed to the ſaving of your foul, till your iniquities are 
forgiven, and your heart is renewed in holineſs. "Fs 
And let thoſe, who have believed unto righteouſneſs ag 
Abraham did, conſider whether the fruit of their faith cor- 
refponds with his. Abraham was the pattern of the faithful 
as well in obedience as believing . If then youhave copied him 
in the firſt, ſee that you do ſo in the ſecond. It lies at your 
own option. Abraham was not compelled. by any foreign 
power, to offer his ſon. Nor are believers forced to do any 
commanded thing. They are qualified to comport with every 
command: But the rin d faich, in its ern 
on the uſe of its poſſeſſor. Abraham ſhewed his by his 
works; in the moſt critical caſe he was careful to keep a 
conſcience void of offence. Is there then nothing too dear 
to part with, that you may ſerve the Lord without reſerve ? 
Or does Tome idol ſhare with him in your affection? If any 
thing leſſon your love to the Lord, your zeal for the honour 
of his name, and your labour for the good of mankind, it is 
an evil of which you are the author, and: for Which you 
muſt give an account. See then that you. eye the Lord in 
every thing, and labour, like Abraham, to ſerve-him.., Faith 
works by obedience; and obedience ſtrengthens, yea perte&s 
faith. If then you decline no croſs, nor tuſtering to da your. 
maſter's will, you walk in the ſteps of Abraham, and follow _ 
God as dear children. Happy they, Who walk by this rule, 
who ſhew their faith by their works! 1 L 


* 8 - 1 
* 4 & 
. s 
: 4 
* * *% 
SS *® 0 Y * 


++, 4 


© ROMANS, 


H * I 


2 
0 10 =” ; 2. F F 6 + 5 4 We 5 * þ Fa, - Fa Fr * N. Soy * : 1 £3 % 2 
e K N 2 | 
"4+ 4a „ 41 „ 1. Er. 4, 3 85 
. ; 4 * 7. y . bu 7 * : . 5 © 3 * 8 1 ge” 3 5 
7 * 1 of 4 0 7 
* ' | Wks 4 0 
. 


1 Or Ait j 4 the niches of bis | r and rde and 
| lng fuferinſt not dcr that tl. gridniſs of God Jeadeth 
nne 

| heart treaſureſt uþ | on thyſelf wrath: againſt the day of 
— revelation of the righteous judgment of God. "ed 


'R TOTWITHSTANDING the confidence” of ſome con- 
cerning the preordination and neceſſity of human actions, 
the decree'that every man muſt do as he does, and conſequently 
as the Lord ordained him to do; it is certain, the apoſtle was 
of a different mind, inaſmuch as he here ſuppoſes they might 
deſpiſe the means uſed to bring them to repentance. Either 
then they could act contrary to what they ſhould do, or the - 
Lord was not fincere in uſing thoſe means to bring them to 
„/ ˙ AAA SSL EIT | 
But the conſtitution of the human mind is ſuch, as evidences 
that man is free in what he does: It is principled with a de- 
gree of intelligence and volition, a power to know and chooſe. 
And were it not fo, he would not be accountable for his con- 
duct. If he be over-ruled by the Lord's decree, and neceſ- 
ſitated to act, or if he ſo depend on the influence of outward 
things, as that his actions are neceſſarily determined by them; 
to be treated, in this cafe, as a free agent, and to ſuffer the 
vengeance of eternal fire, for forced offences, is fo contra- . 
dictory and cruel, that, if ſome did not earneftly contend for 
this ſtrange ſort of doctrine, he might be judged unwife, who | 
ſhould ſpend time to confute it. 2 7 
And foraſmuch as the apoſtle diſapproved of what theſe 
deſpiſers did, it argues that he did not believe the Lord or- 
dained them to 40 f ; or, if he did believe it, in reprobat- 
ing their conduct he reproved him who decreed it. More- 
over, if God has predetermined all actions, and neceſſitates 
the execution of them, whenever he ſpeaks againſt any mw 
Dk HHH > 
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God's righteous law. 


is good. 
2 practices, manifeſting that where practical ſin 


Civil, are p 
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of man, (and the Bible abounds therewith) 1 oppoſes is 
own p —. — — and condemns his own: decree. But, as chat i is 
e N follows that he never ſo decreed. ; | 


In diſcourſing on the text I ſhall ſpeak, 1. Of tance, 


2. Of the things which lead to it. 3. Of the Alpifers of 


thoſe things, with their way, and end. A + Pe 


wich ſome uſe ot the whole. 


FN Repentance is a change roms a Safin holy Rate, 
boch of principle and practice. It is alſo the gift of God, 


and the duty of man; God, faith Peter, hath exalted his Sox 


to be @ frince and a Saviour to give repentance and remffion 
of fix. As a prince, he commands all men to t; and as 
a. Saviour, he aſſiſts them in the work of it. Intreating of 


| ie two particulars may be conſidered. And firſt it is ſtiled 
the forndation of repentance from dead works. Chriſt, by bis 


death, is the meritorious foundation; but this is tie _ 
ning of perſonal ſalvation, and practical religion. 
works are acts of diſobedience, which merit the Heels of of 
God, and ſubject the finner to death. Sin is a contrariety to 
Repentance commences in a conviction 
of it: And to be convinced of it is to-know that it is diſ- 
ple aſing to God, prejudicial: to the . and, in many 
caſes, detrimental to others. Nor is this a rational conviction 


only, but a conſcious ſenſe of the evil of fin alſo; for it 


enters its eſſence, and exhibits its enmity: to God and all that 
It likewiſe ſhews the connection betwixt principles 
Fabirually 
prevails, there the heart is greatly corru pred ; a neceſſary con- 
equence of which is, that all its eff , whether ſacred or 
regnant with its evil pro rtics. Hence fin, and 
only fin, p 1 offspring of ſuch: Their religious ſervices are 
counterfeits, conſiſting in the 50 of religion without the 
power, practiſed for applauſe, and not to pleaſe God: And 
4beir civil, like their ſacred actions, are finful alſo; for rhe 
Flowing of the wicked is fin. This is the firſt particular im- 
plied - repentance... The 
24d. Is ſorrow proportionable to the N and number of 
fins committed. Sin is ſo offenſive and diſhonourable to 
God, fo abounding with evil to its author and others, that 
A right underſtanding of it will be ſucceeded with ſorrow. 
offended- the Deity in perhaps ten 
thouſand 


WS 


thouſand inftances,.. murdered his own ſoul by the multitude 
of his fins, contributed to the deſtruction. of many by his 
| precepts, and practice, and finds himſelf deſerving of, and 
doomed to everlaſting damnation, will ſoften at the fight. 
And by how much his fins have been committed againſt 
knowledge, means of, and motives to the contrary practice, 
by ſo much is the evil of them aggravated. Hence, his folly 
being written in legible characters, he writes bitter things 
againſt himſelf: The chief of ſinners he confeſſes is cha- 
racteriſtic of him. He knows none ſo vile: Others may 
have gone far in folly, but, to his on apptehenſion, not fo 
far as himſelf. This is the true ſentiment of his foul.” But 
though ſorrow for fin is a proper expreſſion of repentance; 
yet it is not ſufficiently expreſſive of repentance from-d:ad 
avorks ; conviction and contrition, how clear and deep ſoever, 
if not accompanied with a real renouncing of fin, are in- 
Ne and leave the buſineſs of repentance imperfect. 
herefore ; 5 ; 


_ zdly.. Sin maſt be forſaken... By this only can godly for- 
row be diſtinguiſhed, from its. contrary, from that which is 
hypocritical, and that which is in bell. And herein the 
ſinner muſt be ſincere and univerſal. Sincere; not for finiſter 
ends: Ceaſing from fin, for other reaſons than a ſenſe of its 
being hateful to God, and hurtful to men, is not acceptable 
to him. When fin through infirmity, old age, or external 
hinderances, &c. ceaſes, it rather forſakes- than is forſaken. 
But right reformation being the reſult of choice, penitents 
muſt perform that duty with an avowed voluntary reſolution, 
engaging as heartily in it, as before in the commiſſion of evil. 
And this muſt be done without reſerve: For if any ſin be 

rtained, it is not the repentance required. Nor will any 
eonſideration juſtify it. ½½, ſays Chriſt, hy right eye offend 
thee, pluck it out; af any thing contribute as much to thy 
ſatisfaction, as the eye by beholding amiable” objects, but is 
deſtructive of religious delights, a right regard, to the intereſt 
ef the ſou], will pronounce a complete ſeparation the mot 
expedient, it being infinitely better to gain heaven than hell, 
let the loſs of all ſinful ſublunary joys be ever ſo great. I 
thy right hand offend thee, cut it off ; if any thing miniſter as 
much to thy temporal profit, as that hand does; yet, if it 
_ obſtruct thy ſalvation, it muſt be forſaken. - Yea whatever i: 
diſhonourable to God, injurious to men, or detrimental to 
the doers of them, however pleaſant or profitable, muſt be 
4 | 989 abandoned; 
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abandoned ; inaſmuch as any fin retained not only renders 
repentance defective, but will alfo be a bar to future benefits: 
For only when a wicked man turneth away from his wicked- 
neſs, &c. ſhall he fave his ſoul from deſtruction. A prince, 
however abundant in goodneſs, will not ED à rebel in 
arms againſt him. Nor is there any promiſe, of forgiveneſs, 
but to thoſe who forſake their ſins; God will not ſo pro- 
ſtitute his mercy, as to pardon the practically impeniteat : 
Therefore they, who continue in fin, muſt not expect to ſee 
the ſalvation of God. Bur if it be heartily abhorred, and 

reſolutely forſaken, there is hope; eſpecially, if to the preced- 
ing parts of repentance be added _ | | 
Athly. Practifing the contrary things, uſing the means of 
race, and truſting in the Lord Jefus Chriſt. The penitent 
hen muſt ſubſtitute, in the place of his fins, ſuch words and 
works as expreſs the Lord's er: a due reverence of his name, 
gratitude for his benefits, &c. And, in reſpect of men, he 
muſt reſtore what was fraudulently taken away or unlawtully 
detained, diſcharge juſt debts, deal honeſtly, ſpeak truly, for- 
give injuries, overcome evil with good, requite cruelty with 


kindneſe, relieve the temporal neceſſities of others, and pro- 


mote, by all poſſible means, their ſalvation.— To theſe: he 
muſt add the uſe of the means of grace by ſearching the ſcrip- 
tares, hearing them explained and enforced, and by reading 
fuch books as tend to inform the judgment and excite the 
affections; by meditating on what is read and heard, and 
reducing it to practice; 25 watching diligently the motions 
of the mind, and by ſelf-denial keeping the body under; by 
praying, communicating, faſting, &c.— Above all he muſt 
truſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for acceptance with God; for 
he is the way, the truth, and the life, and no man cometh to 
the Father but by him. | This is the firſt thing ſigniſied by 
repentance.—— [The ſecond is that which is unto life. An 
inſtance of it is this: Then hath Cod alſo to the Gentiles granted 
re pentance unto lift. The nature of which may be collected 
from the apoſtle's account. The time for the Gentiles, to 
hear the word of the goſpel, being come; Peter, inſtructed 
by a viſion to ſpeak to Cornelius and his company, faid, 75 
Bim (Chriit) give all ibe Prophets witneſs, that threm gli this 
name whoſoever believeth on him fhall receive the remiſſion © 

of ſins. And while he yet ſpate, the Holy Ghoſt fell on all ther, 
that heard the avird. This was the immediate effect of his 
preaching. But how different from the ſenſe of it! U he latter 
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effect of their contrariety to, and the powerful 
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Was the forgiveneſs of ſins; the former the gift of the Holy 


Ghott. Theſe are different, though compatable things, bein 
given and received at the ſame time. Or perhaps the cauſe 


is pit for the effect; the Holy Ghoſt reveals the forgiveneſs 


of fins to the conſcience, and works all Chriſtian graces in 
the conſtitution of the ſoul, which quiet and conform it to 
God.—And. as Cornelius feared God, he had obeyed the 
grace, and diſcharged theduty of the firſt part of repentance; and 
therefore ſought, and was ſuſceptiye of the ſecond ; which, 


_ conſiſting of theſe, was properly adapted to his condition, in- 


aſmuch as pardon, by reverfing the ſentence and temaving 
the ſenſe of coademnation from the ſoul, gives life, and the 
holy ſpicit, by expelling its finfal dead quality, forms the 
holy 5 image of God in it; which, according to its de- 
gree, is life B Every faculty is favoured with 
what is peculiar to it; The darkneſs of the mind is removed 
by being illuminated with the light of heaven, whereby it 
beholds the glorious likeneſs of the Lord in itſelf, and his 
glory ſhining upon it; the will's diabolical diſpofizion is 
Changed inte that which is divine, and rendered obedient to 
him; and the affections are ſo refined as to have regard to 


their reſpective objects, loving and hating, hoping and fear- 


ing, &c. according. to the good or evil of them. And where 
this change is perfect, there the foul is wholly alive; and 
being of the religious and immortal kind, it realizes eternal 
things to the mind, heaven is antigipated by a participation 
of it. This is repefitanee. To the effecting of which che 
riches of his goodneſs, torbearanee, and long: ſuffering are 
F IN 3 


II. And firſt of the riches of his goodneſs. Goodneſs is the 


compaſſion and- kindneſs, the love of pity and -will 


wherewith he loveth mankind notwithſtanding their finfulneſs. 
Its riches are expreſſive of the abundant blethngs flowing from 
it; as the general bleſſings of providence; the 1 
the Almighty in the way of judgment and mercy ; the wor 

and ſacraments, and every thing that tends to turn men unto 
him : More eſpecially his Spirit, which accompanies the 
means, gives energy tosthem, and provokes to repentance : 


And when they are heartily concurred with, fins become 
hateful, and fall off like the leaves of a tree, when the invi- 


gorating ſpirit ceaſes to flow in its branches. This is the 
cforty” e 
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make againſt prohibited practices, in order to form in the 


foul an habitual. preparation for heaven. — But this, thro' 
the willing ignorante or perverſeneſs of many, is prevented: 
which renders forbearance indiſpenſably neceſſ»ry. Forbear- 
ance is a ſuſpenſion of puniſhments due to the ſinner for what 
he has done. And were the Lord extreme to puniſh as ſoon 


2s fin is committed, the conſequence would be fatal ; death, 


deſtruction of foul and body, would ſucceed: But his patience 
interpoſes, and "> a ſpeedy infliction of evil. Herein 
he ks a conſpicuous proof of having no'pleafur2 in the 
death of a finner ; and, by the ſame procedure, exhibits the 
good pleaſure of his will in promoting repentance.—Now 
where thts reſpite 1s difre Hed, and, does not produce the 
deſired effect, Boe ring is added to anſwer the fame bleſſed 
Ferpoſe. This is forbearance perpetuated, that the time of 
probation may ſerve to produce repentance, or render them 
1nexcuſable, and turn their guilty refleQions wholly on them- 
ſelves. And this is ſufficiently prolonged to anfwer the one 
or the other of theſe. ends; the Lord in general, a few excep- 
tions to be made, ſparing finners as long as other circumſtances 
ſuffer them to live, few dying by an immediate ſtroke of 
his juſtice, ® Yea, he not only permits the guilty to ſurvive 
their fins, and thereby to eſcape puniſhment for a ſeaſon, but 
by his providence alfo preſerves them from many things, 


which would prejudice life. Thus he lengthens out man's 
ſtate of trial: In which he adopts ſuch meafures, ſuggeſts 


ſuch councils, and confers ſuch benefits, as are beſt calculated 


to promote his repentance. The riches of his goodneſs, for- 
bearance, and long- ſuffering then are the general means (in 


which are included innumerable particulars) granted to do the 
finful children of men good. Theſe the apoſtle, in a con- 


tracted way, calls the poodreſs of God; which conciſe and 
emphatic, expreſſion is ſignificant of the bleſſings and means, 


unmerited by men, which God, whoſe nature and property 
is ever to do good, vouchſafes in order to bring them to re- 


pentance. Goodneſs indeed! For what. finner deferves te- 


peated offers of grace, much forbearance and long-ſuffering, 

3 to ſave from the worſt of evils, and to poſſeſs of the 

beſt of goods t 75 A 5 
| 2 3 3  Leadeth 


* Hereditary diſ-aſes, exceſſes of various ſorts, improper treatment 
of the dody, and many other things, which it would be abſurd to fays 
he is either the author or the executor of, are the general cauſes uf 
the car'y decay of human compoß lion. 
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Leadeth thee to ripentance. Leadeth, not driveth; for he 
uſes no force inconſiſtent with freedom of choice. This is 
clear from his manner of working; for if he forced men to 
repent, forbearance and Ilong-fuffering would not be neceſſary, 


as the firſt irrefiſtible effort of his fpirit would be ſufficient, 


But, it is certain, the Holy Ghoſt may be reſiſted both in 
his internal influences, and in the words of thofe who ſpeak 
by him. N Son 0 the Jews with always ref ing the 
Holy Gbit: And St. Faul, not without cauſe, diltuaged the 
primitive Chriſtians from ' grieving and 11 the {pirit x 
which are inſeparable effects of refiſting him. So tute then 
as the ſcripture is true, the grace of od may be prevented 
from effecting his purpoſes. —Nor do forbearance and lons- 
ſuffering, though excellently calculated, fo ſubferve his pur- 
poſe, as in all caſes to render his grace effectual to the re- 
formation of ſinners. Forty years did the Lord bear with 
the rebellion of the Jews in the wilderneſs, which iſſued only 
in the deſtruction of the majority of them: And in the caſe 
of Jezebel he ſays, I pave her ſpace to repent, and ſhe repenied 
ot Which inftances evidence that an incumbent duty may 
However, though he does not compel men to comply, yet 
his goudneſs, in the repeated efforts of his ſpirit, and other 
things calculated to profit, endureth daily. To theſe calls 
whoever takes heed, and ſtirs up himſelf to follow, will be 


led from the delufive ways of wickedneſs, and enabled to 


bring forth fruit worthy of repentance. And by a diſplay 
of mercy and grace, made to the heart, the conſcience will 
be quieted, and the will and affections created a- new in Chriſt 
Jeſus, convincing grace iſſuing in peace and a meaſure of 
purity ; and that divine 5 — e, (naturally tending heaven- 
ward) irFuence4 by the Holy Ghoſt, and aſſiſted by various 
other things, will lead the ſoul into deeper acquaintance with 
things divine, and every grace will ripen into perfection, 
into all the mind that was in Chrift Jeſus. Then will the 
ſoul be wholly new-born, and rendered capable of doing and 
ſuffering all the will of God. e „ 


III. I ſhall now obſerve how theſe things may be deſpiſed. 
And this, I conceive, is effectually done by treating them in 
a manner contrary to their nature and the deſign of the giver: 
The degree of which, in reſpect of deſign and deed in dif- 
ferent perſons,” may be differently done. Of this ignorance, 
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Where this reſpite is difre 
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ſoul an habitral. preparation for heaven. — But this, thro' 
the willing ignorante or perverſeneſs of many, is prevented: 
which renders forbearance indiſpenſably neceſſory. Forbear- 
ance "4 ſuſpenſion of puniſhments due to the ſinner for what 
he has done. And were the Lord extreme to puniſh as ſoon 


2s fin is committed, the conſequence would be fatal; death, 


deſtruction of foul and body, would ſucceed: But his patience 
interpoſes, and prevents a ſpeedy infliction of evil. Herein 
he gives a conſpicuous proof of having no pleafur2 in the 
death of a finner ; and, by the ſame procedure, exhibits the 
good pleaſure of his will in promoting repentance. Now 

Jed, and does not produce the 
dei red effect, angie ring 18 added to anſwer the fame bleſſed 
Ferpoſe, This is forbearance perpetuated, that the time of 
probation may ſerve to produce repentance, or render them 
1nexcuſable, and turn their guilty reſlections wholly on them- 
ſelves. And this is ſufficiently protonged to anfwer the one 
or the other of theſe. ends; the Lord in general, a few excep- 
tions to be made, ſparing finners as long as other circumſtances 
ſuffer them to live, few dying by an immediate ſtroke of 
his juſtice, *® Yea, he not only permits the guilty to ſurvire 
their ſins, and thereby to eſcape puniſhment for a ſeaſon, but 
by his providence alſo preſerves them from many things, 


Which would prejudice life. Thus he lengthens out man's 
fate of trial: In which he adopts ſuch meaſures, ſuggeſts 


ſuch councils, and confers ſuch benefits, as are beſt calculated 


to promote his repentance. The riches of his goodneſs, for- 


bearance, and long-ſuffering then are the general means (in 
which are included innumerable particulars) granted to do the 
finful children of men good. Theſe the apoſtle, in a con- 


tracted way, calls the poodneſs of Cod; which conciſe and 
emphatic expreſſion is ſignificant of the bleſſings and means, 


unmerited by men, which God, whoſe nature and property 
is ever to do good, vouchſafes in order to bring them to re- 
pentance. Goodneſs indeed! For what finner deſerves re- 
peated offers of grace; much forbearance and long-ſuffering, 
tending to ſave from the worſt of evils, and to poſſeſs of the 
beſt of goods ? 25 13 | | 
W £6. |  Leadeth 
* Hereditary diſ-aſes, exceſſes of various ſorts, improper treatment 
of the dody, and many other things, which it would be abſurd to fay, 


he it either the author or the executor of, are the general cauſes uf 
the car'y decay of human compoſitions, 


make againſt prohibited practices, in order to form in the 
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Teadeth thee io riperttance. Leadeth, not driveth; for he 
uſes no force inconfiſtent with freedom of choice. This is 
clear from his manner of working; for if he forced men to 
repent, forbearance and long-fuffering would not be neceſſary, 
as the firſt irrefiſtible effort of his ſpirit would be ſufficient, 
But, it is certain, the "Holy Ghoſt may be reſiſted both in 
his internal influences, and in the words of thofe who ſpeak 
by him. Stephen charged the Jews with a/wways ref ing the 
Holy Gbit: And St. Paul, not without cauſe, diftuad the 
primitive Chriſtians from grieving and quenching the {pirit « 
which are inſeparable effects of reliftin im, So ture then 
as the ſcripture is true, the grace of God may be prevented 
from effetting his purpoſes. —Nor do forbearance and long 
fuffering, though excellently calculated, fo ſubferve his pur- 
poſe, as in all caſes to render his grace effectual to the e- 
formation of ſinners. Forty years did the Lord bear with 
the rebellion of the Jews in the wilderneſs, which iſſued only 
in the deſtruction of the majority of them: And in the caſe 
of Jezebel he ſays, I pave her ſpace to repent, and ſhe repented - 
not: Which inſtances evidence that an incumbent duty may 
% ̃⅛ͥt——— 5 SEREE 
However, though he does not compel men to comply, yet 
his goodneſs, in the repeated efforts of his ſpirit, and other 
things calculated to profit, endureth daily. To thele calls 
whoever takes heed, and firs up himſelf to follow, will be 
led from the delufive ways of wickedneſs, and enabled to 
bring forth fruit worthy of repentance. And by a diſplay 
of mercy and grace, made to the heart, the conſcience will 
be quieted, and the will and affections created a- new in Chriſt 
Jeſus, convincing grace iſſuing in peace and a meaſure of 
purity ; and that divine ogy e, (naturally tending heaven- 
ward) influenced by the Holy Ghoſt, and affiſted by various 
other things, will lead the ſoul into deeper acquaintance with 
things divine, and every grace will ripen into perfection, 
into all the mind that was in Chrift Jeſus. Then will the 
ſoul be wholly new-born, and rendered capable of doing and 
ſuffering all the will of God. „ Ped FE News 


III. I ſhall now obſerve how theſe things may be deſpiſed. 
And this, I conceive, is effectually done by treating them in 
a manner contrary to their nature and the defign of the giver : 
The degree of which, in reſpect of deſign and deed in dif- 
ferent perſons, may be differently done. Of this ignorance, 

5 . e indifference, 
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indifference, diſobedience, &c. are cauſes. Ignorance, in 


many, is a prevailing evil; and yet, in none, an excuſable 
one ; for, as Chrilt enlightens every man. that cometh into 
the world, their ignorance is their own, is what they have con- 
tracted by loving darkneſs better than light: Therefore their 
fooliſhneſs will not free them from the puniſhment due to deſ- 
1 It is indeed is a melancholy eonſideration, that many are 

come ſo ignorant of the ſoul's intereſt and ſtate, as not to 
know what is neceſſary for it. Hence reproofs, inſtructions, 
&c, whether miniſtered by men or the Moſt High, tending: 
to awaken and apprize them of danger, appear impertinent. 
A guilty conſcience they conſider as the greateſt ealamity in 
life; and therefore judge it a proper expedient to deliver 


themſelves from ſo formidable a foe : So they ſight its me- 


naces for what is amiſs, refuſe to comply with its meaſures 
for future amendment, divert their minds from ſo ſerious a 


monitor, ruſh into company, abound: in trifling conver= 


ſation, amuſe themſelves with dreſs, cards, ſongs, &c. fill 
their heads with worldly cares, lay ſchemes for profit or plea- 
ſure, and plan as if they were to hve for ever. Thus by 
miſtaking the nature and tendency of that concern which 1s 
conſequent on an enlightened mind, and by ſeeking ſatisfac- 


tion from temporal things they ſenſeleſsly defpiſe the work of 


God on their fouls. | 2 
And as ſome through ignorance, fo others through in- 
Ali Fre nce, deſpiſe the goodneſs of God. They know that what 
they feel is his work, and. to what it tends, nor do they offer 
any oppoſition. to it: But becauſe they are not earneſt in re- 
ligious exerciſes, they lie at the mercy of every oppoſer, and 
make no proficiency in the work of repentance. And this is 
a neceſſary effect of that folly, inaſmuch as an evil heart and 
vicious habits, contracted through a long continuance in ſin, 
are not ſo to be ſubdued. Leſs than a Fred reſolution, and 
firm endeavours, aſſiſted by grace, cannot ſuffice; Whoever 
deals with a flack hand, will not 0 The weight of 
tendency, in the evil diſpoſition and habit, muſt be counter- 
balanced by care and labour proportionate, or the courſe of 
the ſoul in its deſires, &c. will not be changed and turned 
into a contrary channel. As a proof of this, the prophet re- 
vreſents it to be as difficult for an habitual ſinner to ceaſe 
125 fin, as for an Ethiopian to change his ſkin, How then 
ve all diligence, do any 
ey will not be at the pains 
| | to 


ſhould they, whoſe duty it is to 81 
thing by indifference ? Alas! if 


1 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Which is unto 
| fooliſh man may do, will not build without a foundation; 
he will raiſe no caſtle in the air, will not forgive fin and re- 
new the heart in holinefs, while dead works remain unre- 


ings. They are determined to continue in their ol 
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to watch and curb the motions of their minds, and avoid, as 


much as in them lies, all outward occaſions of evil, it Will 


I be impoſlible for them to repent, reform, and bring forth 


fruit to perfection. And this, though not ſo ſoon, nor with 


ſo aggravated circumſtances, will as certainly iflue in their 


being forſaken of God, as a more criminal conduct: For, if 
the foundation 7 repentance from dead works be not laid, that 
ife will never obtain. A wiſe: God, whatever 


pented of and unforfaken. Thus by preferring eaſe before 
earneſtneſs the goodneſs of God is deſpiſed by them. _- 


Diſobedience to the dictates of an enlightened mind is, Eke- 
wiſe, another way of deſpiſing divine things. Some, in op- 


ſition to their own conviction, practiſe prohibited things: 
They not only know what they ſhould do or leave undone, 
but deſignedly omit or do ſomething contrary thereto; They 
barden their hearts, and hate to be reformed. In effect they 


defy the Almighty, and bid him to do his worſt. Yea, theß 


take up arms againſt him by practically oppoſing his 7 airs 
1 I courſe, 
let what will be the conſequence. .. So every good he W 


is rendered abortive, the Holy ſpirit is grieved, and the Lord 


is provoked by them. 


And when forbearance and leng-ſufferin are abuſed to the 
ſame ſinful purpoſe, their conduct is a defeat of all that the 


Deity can do; eſpecially, if perſiſted in till the day of grace 


be expired. For, when a ſuſpenſion of his wrath: encourages 
them to continue in ſin, the reſpite for repentance becomes 


an occaſion of multiplied offences: And the greater the de- 
gree of long- ſuffering, the greater will be the meaſure of im- 
penitency and punithment. This is ſo. to deſpiſe the mer- 


_ cxfy] meaſures of the Moſt High, as to make them the cauſe 
of the greateſt evils ; and evidences the truth of "the wiſe 


man's declaration: That becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work 
is not ſpeedily executed, therefore the hearts of the chiidren of 


men are fully ſet in them to do evil. And foraſmuch as the 


deſpiſers of God's good neſs are not led to repentance, I ſhalt 
now point out their practice, as ſignified by, 
But after thy hardneſs and impenitent heart treaſureſt up to 


thyſelf wrath againſt the day of wrath, and revelation” of the 


righteaus judgment of Cod. There being but two guides, * 
"Ad 


& : 


| 
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who ſo deſpiſe the goodneſs of God as not to be led by it, 
follow their own hard and impenitent heart. But after thy 
hardneſs. Hardneſs, the property of a ſtone, to which the heart 
is compared, denotes its want of diſcernment ; for ftone be- 
ing rather a compact than a porous ſubſtance, blindnefs is 
attributed to it. This is the ſtate of a wicked: man's heart: 
It does not diſcern the evil of fin, nor the excellency of 
God's goodneſs, has no. apprehenſion of danger, nor any 
proſpect of future felicity. Another property of the ſame 
principle is inpenitency. his is its ftubbornneſs in refuſing 
to repent: It will not forſake fin; for it hates to be reformed. 
And this, which neither knows nor obeys the goodneſs of 
God, is man's guide: Led by which he walks ſecurely in 
the midſt of danger, and heartily embraces things prohibited 
on pain of eternal danmation. This is his way, and the end 
will be accordingly : For he adds, e 
Treaſureſi up unto t ſelf. curatb againſt the day 0; awrath, 
The day 2 wrath, ee e 4 judg- 
ment of God, is in its commencement the day of judgment, 
and in its continuance the day of eternity. At that day the 
Lord will reveal his righteous judgment, -and pive to every 
one according to what he has done. The buſineſs of ſinners, 
in reference to that day, is treaſuring up wrath. The re- 
ward 1s put for the work; for wrath denotes the puniſhment 
due to fin. They treaſure it up by repeated diſobediences; 
every act tends to make them rich in wrath. Their treaſury 
is hell; there they lay up wrath. And if they continue to 
do ſo till death, the foul will feed on the fruit of its labour, 
and at the laſt day ſoul and body will receive their full re- 
ward. Nor will any ſhare with them, for they treaſure it 
up for them/+tves: The work is all their own, and ſo will be 
the reward. And he that lives faſteſt and longeſt, will be the 
richeſt ; /ndignation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh upon 
every foul of man, that doeth evil, This will be the portion 
of all, who die in diſobedience. x | 4 


IV. I ſhall now make ſome uſe of what has been ſpoken. 
And firſt it is clear, that to all, who have ſinned, repentance 
is an indiſpenſable duty: Except ye repent, ye ſhall all lileauiſe 


| periſh, And the nature of it is as obvious, as the thing itſelf 
is neceſſary: It is a ceaſing from whatever is ſinful in deſign, 
| word, and work, and obtaining mercy and all the mind 
* which was in Chriſt Jeſus, And che goodneſs of God is 
i 1 | | given 
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\ given to produce it. Nor can any fail of ſo repenting, but 
\ y, in ſome ſort, deſpiſing that goodneſs. Have you then 
| been led to repentance ? It is yea or-nay, you have or have 
not. If not, if you have continued blind and hard, loving 
ſin and living in it, acting as if there were no God, no judg- 
ment, no damnation, alas ! wretched man, you have only 
lived ill, lived to lay up wrath, to he rich in fire and brim- 
ſtone. And is it a light thing to be guilty of ſo great an 
evil? Will the loſs of heaven and the gaining of hell be fo 
ceaſo, that the pleaſures of ſin mutt purchaſe them? We pity 
_ thoſe, who loſe their life for breaking the laws of a land: But 
how wretched are they, who, through their own voluntary - | 
madneſs, ſubject themſelves to eternal torments ! This is the | - 
mc deplorable condition in the world: The moſt wretched | 
e circumſtances, which imagination can paint, are 
nothing compared wich it. Whoever has a guilty con- 
ſcience, feels the moſt inſupportable burthen of life : For @ 
eunrded ſpirit who can bear? To which if eternal fire, dark 
deſpair, and all the other circumſtances of God's wrath | 
be added, it may well be termed a torment unſpeakable and | 
c N ys 2 
Who then, in the name of goodneſs, will be ſo un iſe as to | 
follow a guide, which leads to deſtruction? Is wrath ſo de- 
firable, that finners muit treaſure it up at the expence of all 
that is great and good? A dear purchaſe! Oh how will their 
xrepentisgs in hell kindle for this! What agonies will tear 
[ their - throbbing. hearts! Alas! tongue cannot declare what 
| fuch wretched ſouls will ſuffer. The Lord's whole procedure 
is deſpiſed by them: Sin, the worſt of evils, is preferred be- 
fore it: The divine ſpirit, means of grace, forbearance, lang- 
ſuffering, ſalvation, and heaven are ſacrificed to ſome darling 
defire, to the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, or the pride 
of life, What madneſs is this! None in hell would be guilty 
of it. Had the damned a proſpect of being ſaved, would 
they not prize it? Were the hardeſt conditions impoſed on 
them, ſurely they would perform them. And will not thou, 
3 O man, break off thy fins and turn to God, that he may have 
| merey on thee ? Once the damned were as thou art. Wil 
\ thou be as they are? A time was, wherein they might have 
been ſaved : But it is now no more. The Father who made, 
the Son who. redeemed, and the Holy Ghoſt - who would 
Lave ſanctified them, will now ſhew them no mercy. Art 
thou willing to be numbered with them? Sit down, N 
| | | nt 
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fit down and eount the coſt. The loſs of the light of the Lord's 
countenance, of the ſociety of ſaints and angels, and of the 
whole happineſs of heaven is the price which thou muſt pay. 
Thy gain will be the blackneſs of darkneſs, the company of 

devils and damned fouls, and God's eternal wrath. Ah ſin- 

ner ! a flight touch of this will make thee cry for water to 
cool thy tongue. ben eat onnd fs 56 5 
What ſayeſt thou then? Art thou determined to ſin and 
ſuffer for ever? If this be thy reſolution, thou art a madman, 
a murderer of thyſelf, an enemy to God, and a friend to the 
devil; an hater of heaven, a lover of hell, and one that la- 
bours to be rich in wrath. Perhaps thou wilt ſay, an evil 
heart, bad cuſtoms, ſtrong habits, wicked company, &c. 
make it difficult to ceafe from fin. True: What then? 'Thou 
muſt do it or be damned. Marvel not at this, for there is 
no medium; tis repent or periſh, Ceaſe then from fin, or 
down to damnation thou goeſt. See, ſinner, the furious 
flame ready to receive thee! There is thy portion, if thou 
ay in fin. And will thy madneſs fuffer thee fo to ſacri- 
thyfelf ? Well, if fin be better than ſalvation, hell than 
heaven, miſery than happineſs, fill up thy meaſure, and know 
thou liveſt not for nothing, that thou treaſureſt up wrath, 
And, if thou liveſt long, and dieſt unforgiven, great will be 
thy portion in the pit: For God will reward thee according 
to thy works. But the circumſtance moſt to be feared ts 
the eternity of thy torments. This cuts off alF poſſibility of 

obtaining the loſt inheritance of heaven. After weatherin 
out the ſtorms of tempeſtuous wrath, for millions of years, 
tou wilt be no nearer the end ſtill. How fhocking the 
thought! What unparalleted madneſs is it then to continue 
in fin! Thou art a wretch bent on thine own ruin, deter- 
mined to be damned, let the Lord do what he will to ſave 
thee : "Thou art reſiſting the Holy Ghoſt, and forcing thy 
way, through all the barriers of God's forbearance and long- 
ſuffering, to make good thy landing in hell. Wouldet thou 
but take half the pains to afe, which thou doſt to abuſe the 
goodneſs of God, it would be well with thee : Angels would 
tune their harps; for there is joy in heaven over one ſinner 
that repenteth. Who then is wile and will conſider this! Two 
eternal prizes, heaven and hell, are before thee, and thou art 
bidden to chooſe. Wiſdom or folly may be thy guide, If 
thou followeſt grace, through forbearance and long-fuffering 
repentance may be; but if thou goeſt after an hard and im- 
N | | penitent - 


—m! mee7e— TUPU!——— —ñ—.¹ nad 


1 5 
nitent heart, ſin will increaſe, and wrath be treaſured up. 


lies at thy option. The Lord diſſuades from m baut 


will not compel thee to repent. He wills and waits for it; 
for he is loug-ſuffering to us ward, not willing that any ſhould 
periſh, but that all aud come io repasasc ea 
Stop then and conſider thy caſe. But firſt obſerve the na» 
ture and ſtate of thy ſoul. It is ſpiritual; in conſequence of 
which it can think and wall, ſuſpend, altar, or continue its 
actings. Theſe imply knowledge, will, and power; know- 
ledge to judge of, a will to exerciſe that judgment, and a 
power to determine the manner and meaſure of it. Knowledge 
and will evidence that it is not ſenſeleſs matter, and power 
to determine jtſelf ſnews its free agency. And this ſelfy 
determining properiy renders its poſſeſſor aceountable for his 
natural and civil conduct. But to be ſo, in a moral ſenſe, rey 

uires a diſpoſition correſponding with moral objects. That 
b at through Chriſt, is reſtored to all men; and there- 
fore, while it continues, men may keep the Lord's moral 


commands. And, though hardened ſinners are willing to 
do evii only; yet while any grace continues, and the Lord 


calls them to repentance, they may determine in favour of 
that which is good. Has that power been uſed or abuſed? 
Have you left your ſins as evi and dangerous things? If 
that ſtep be taken, it is well, Yet ere you can be ſafe or 
happy, another, viz. repentance. unto life, muſt be added. — 
Are you then, as Cornelius was, fearing God and praying 
for his blefling ? If by faith and prayer, and a diligent uſe of 
other means you ſeek the Lord, like him you ſhall be fa- 
voured with the forgiveneſs of fins, and the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt, Then will your ſoul live; the love of God, ſhed 


abroad in your heart, will make you forget all the dire terrors 


of his wrath : for ſorrow you will have joy unſpeakable and full 
of glory. And if, from the commencing of this, you follow 
on, your heart will die daily to evil and live-unto good: 
You will be changed from glory to glory into the image of 
God by his ſpirit. And Kia all renewed, you will be 
wholly alive; fin and death will have no place in you. Then 
may you preſent yourſelf a living ſacrifice to the Lord. And 
how bappy are they, who are thus prepared to obey ! But let 


them imitate thoſe, in point of diligence, Who treaſure up 7 


wrath. Be as active, zealous, and conſtant as they. Be ric 
in pool works, So will your life be pleaſing to God, pro- 
fitable to yourſelf and others, and, at the laſt day, you will 
give up your accounts with joy, and be finally ſaved. 
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_ Wiſe then are they, who, inſtead of continuing to com- 7 
mit ſin, follow, as the effect of a right uſe of their free \ 
agency, the goodneſs of God, by a free, full, \ conſtant, and \ 
continued exertion of their moral, ratzonal, and animal powers, F 
in all the appointed means, to that repentance which frees 

them from the practice, guilt, and power of fin, makes them 
live in the love and likeneſs of the Ford, and prepares them 
to live to his praiſe, and with him forever. And this being 
that which all ſinners may do, while the day of grace endures, 
it not only diſtinguiſhes penitent from impenitent finners, 
but proves that repentance is the ſinners' own performance, 
and what he may may do or leave undone ; Conſequently 
thoſe, who continue in fin, and ſuffer for it forever, are in- 
exuſable, and have none but themfelves to blame. Let 
finners then, of every fort, confider theſe things; and while 
they may, let them repent, whatever ſorrow, labour, and 
temporal loſs it may occaſton, So do, that you may not 
have the contemptible character of fools, live in the practice 
ef ſin here, nor have wrath for your portion hereafter. | 
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REMARKS on the MEMOIRS 


8 | | SIR n 8 
T. ATE WILKINSON, Eſquire, 
. Manager of the Theatres-Royal, Lon x and Hul. 

By NICHOLAS MANNERS. © 


ILIE. who writes againſt others, is generally accounted 
11 contentious. But, to ſome, pointing out the perniciouſ- 
neſs of erroneous, licentious, and protane principles and 
practices, is of eſſential ſervice. nd with this view, I pro- 
ceed to make ſome remarks upon your Memoirs. 
Volume I. page 15. you ſay, “ My idle hours however 

were not beſtowed on marbles, cricket, or mixing with inti- 


mates of my own age or complexion— the whole day was em- 


Ioyed in reading exhortations and every part of the church 
ervice.” Page 17. I being forcibly ſtruck with my father's; 
manner in the ſeveral church ſervices, was never eaſy unleſs I 
bad an old ſurplice thrown over my ſhoulders, and my whole 
delight was in praying, . burials, &c.“ In this 
account, of your early life, there is a clear indication of a 
pious principle, and of great 1 in acts of piety. And if 
this good beginning, by a right uſe of it, had been improved 
to a confirmed piety, it might have made you highly inſtru- 
mental to the honour of God, and ſerviceable to yourſelf and 
others ; by which the ends, of your exiſtence, would have 
been excellently anſwered. KEN 
Page 18. My father on the intelligence he had received of 
my pious inclination, importuned me to read prayers, the 
litany, &c.—And on hearing me he much approved, and 
ſaid he judged my ſeeing plays might aid my ſtrong inclina- 
tion, and aſſiſt me in the mode of public ſpeaking.” Your 
father, to the reproach of his profeſſion, judged profanely, of 
piety, in ſuppoſing that ſeeing plays might aid your ſtrong 
anclination to it. Alas, the leaſt knowledge of piety, which 
is a ſerious, ſolemn, and ſacred thing, would have made him 
ſenſible that ſeeing plays, the natural tendency of which is 
to produce lightneſs, laughter, and profane mirth, could not 
increaſe your pious inclination ! But, it ſeems, he was one of 
e many miniſters, who know nothing of the nature, deſign, 
and end of the miniftry ; and ſo, by erroneous directions, 
rather prevent than promote piety. Nor is it thus, but in 
the inſtruction, diſcipline, and ſervice of the Lord, that the 


ſeripture directs children to be brought up, to keep them 


from contracting corruption, to continue their qualification 
for his kingdom, and to point out the way they ſhould after- 
wards walk in; which, being a * of the greateſt moment, 


— 
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in regard of their temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal ſtate, re- 
ures much knowledge, care, and diligence to do.—And 
at your father's. advice was unwiſe, wicked, and deſtructive 
is evident from your own account of it; for, you ſay, age 19, 
«© when about eight years old, chance threw a Mr. Price in 
my way. He was then Houſe-keeper of Covent- Garden 
Theatre. He obſerved, page 20. it was pity maſter Tate 
ſhould not fee the diverſions of the Theatre. When I heard 
this converſation, I felt an inconceivable objection, and 
dreaded the being forced into fo terrible a place. My mother 


_ . Obſerved, that Tate would think of prayers only, and would 


not be perſuaded to ſet his foot into a Theatre. So on my 
repeated refuſals my reverend dad grew really angry, (O poor 
parſon!) and inſiſted on my going there.” See the fatal 
effects of bad company! A Mr. Price, a play-houſe man, 
was the occaſion of this converſation and its conſequences. 
Well does the Apottle ſay, Evil communications corrupt good man- 
zers. To ſuch evil incidents, how many owe their utter ruin? 
Page 21. You fay, after being forced there, “ inſtead of 
receiving pleaſure, ſighs, and ſobs employed my time in this 
terrible place. —But, O reader! of what materials are we 
compoſed! Scarcely had the firſt act finiſhed before I imagined 
J was in the elyſium I had been praying for; the charms of 
the church, which the day before were ſo attractive and 
ſublime, were diſſolved; and like the baſeleſs fabric of a 
viſton, left not a wreck behind. The Theatre from that 
time baniſhed all my fervent piety, and my whole thoughts 
were occupied with the faſcinating charms of the play-nouſe, 
actors, and actreſſes. Now who is there, that reads or hears. 
this ſtory, but muſt be convinced that plays and piety are in- 
compatible, that inſtead of increaſing this boy's pious incli- 
nation, the firſt act finiſhed the deſtruction of it, and prin- 
cipled him with an impious one. How great the change! 


How ſore the evil! Alas, it was like lucifer's {all from hea- 


ven to hell! And as it inconteſtibly proves that plays are 
pernicious to children; ſo, by neceſſary conſequence, un- 
profitable to others, with reſpect to piety, by dre or 
deſttoying it in all, who delight in them. Let all play- 
people then, if they would not periſn, pay proper regard to 
this. And you, Mr. Manager, _ you think that piety 
is like a play-thing to be parted with, at pleaſure, without 
any danger of ſerving the devil, and being damned; had 
ou reflected on this loſs, in many of your laughing hours, 
it might, and ought to have turned your laughter to mourn- 
ing, and your joy to heavineſs. But, alas, being loſt, it 
was forgotten, and ſo you ſmiled, unſmitten, though ſmall 


your cauſe to ſmile! 


% My father (O rebel mal ! ſays one of the mock 
ſaints) was pleaſed with this change.” Wretched man in- 
deed, for turning his ſon from the ſervice of God to that of 
the devil! And as it was the firſt cauſe of your future 
follies, you may, another day, date your damnation from 
that diabolical deed. ' And that your father's folly may more 
fully appear, I will preſent you with ſomething ſimilar to it: 
Our Lord ſays, Mat. xviii. 6. he who offends one of thoſe little 
ones which believe in me, it were better for him to be drowned 
in the depth of the ſea. Now he compares, v. 2, 3, &c. a 
little bellever to a little child. And to nd, cui 
 fignifies to enſuare into fin. And this, 1t is evident, was the 
effect of what your father did to you. In the judgment then 
of one, who was more than a mock ſaint, your father was a 
_ wretched man.—s My father was pleaſed with this change, 
and ſaid he was ſure it would be a means of making me a 
better preacher,” Your father was ſtyled Doctor, but ſeems 
to have been a dunce in divinity; for how could one, who. 
had loſt his piety, be a better preacher for it? Alas! the belt 
_ preachers, without piety, do bot the more perfectly reſemble 
their maſter Satan, when he transforms himſelf into an 
angel of light. And if many miniſters, in this nation, did 
not much reſemble him, play-houſes would not be ſo com- 
mon. But they muſt ſoon appear before the pattern of piety ; 
and then they will ſee whether plays or ptety be moſt pleaſing 
to him. —“ I now reverſed my late tabernacle.” at a 
_ conformable convert was you to plays, when even your 
tabernacle was turned into a 'play-houſe ; and, inftead of 
| praying and 'preaching, you «© employed your evenings in 
lighting pieces of candles, dreſſing in any fantaſtical attire, 
and repeated, as I could recollect, parts of plays I had 
ſeen.” But, as you ſay, page 50. * ſuch things may 
be yet to come, as muſt decide whether my play of hte will 
end with all in the right, or all in the wrong. Yes, though 
you mean not ſo, death, judgment, and eternity are to come; 
and they will decide, to a demonſtration, whether, by play- 
ing, you have ſerved the Lord or Satan, and have been a 
mean of faving or deftroying ſouls. If you have ſerved the 
Lord by fearing, loving, delighting in, and adöring him, 
and miniſtered ſpiritual and temporal good to men, a reward, 
in the e 5 glory, awaits you; but if your actions were 
not calculated to anſwer theſe ends, nor were deſigned to do 
ſo; your play of life, being contrary to the commandments 
of God, will be found to have been all in the wrong, ank 
the effect of it will be everlaſting firmſeee 
Page 32. My frequent morning's admittance at the 
Theatre, for two years, intoxicated my brain, and when I 
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returned from that (to me) moſt luxurious treat, my mind 


was ſolely employed with acting and ſtudying plays.” As 


you were made to anſwer a pious purpoſe, it is pity your 
mind was not better employed, was not loving the Lord, 
ing Haw to pleaſe him, and planning for a, happy eter.- 
But, as drunken men are mad, and your mind bei 
intoxicated with plays, it is no wonder you ated madly, = 


did not anſwer the end for which you was made. Yet, alas, 


as you may die both ſoon and ſuddenly, and muſt come to 
judgment ; if, inſtead of ſerving the Lord, you have ſinned 
L v him, and die ſo, you may find, as old parſon 
Warneford told a lady, in York, who was pleading for a time 


for every diverſion, * that there is a time to be damned in.” 


Page 127. That managers are men, and have their 


Faults, and ſometimes act wrong, is natural, and a ſpice of 


the devil in the compoſition: is abſolutely neceſſary, or what 
would become of a manager at times, when ſurrounded with 
agitated fiends.” Faults and wrong actions are not ſo much 
the effect of nature as a wrong uſe of it, or they would not 


be ſuch; and therefore, 2 them upon nature, is re- 
n 


Proaching the author of it. if a ſpice of the devil, in 


the compoſition of a manager, be abſolutely neceſſary, it does 
no honour to his office; and if players be agitated fiends or 


devils, a company of comedians is a diabolical compoſition. 


O England, is this the ſhrine to which thou boweſt, and 


ſacrificeſt fo much money and time, ſo many ſouls. and 


bodies, holineſs and heaven to! But as a manager has made 


it ſo manifeſt, that Satan's image is in the actors, let all, 


who read or hear thereof, avoid them as they would hell- fire, 
leſt they all go to it; for if, as our Lord ſays, blind leaders 
lead blind followers into a pit, will not deviliſh actors make, 
lead, and deſtroy a diabolical audience? 
Volume II. Page 22. Many whimſical meetings have I 
been at between thoſe two great geniuſes, (Garrick and 
Foote) and have truly enjoyed them from that time to this.” 
It is the law of nature for things, of a ſimilar ſort, to affect 
each other. David ſays, ny meditation of him, the Lord, 


ſhall be faveet, Pſalm civ. 34. This was the effect of that 


holy ſimilarity which ſubſiſted betwixt the Lord and David's 


foul. But your mind, as appears from your practice, being 
corrupt, it delights in diabolical things; for ſuch, no doubt, 


thoſe whimſical meetings were, as thoſe geniuſes, whether 


they converſed as friends or foes, in jeſt or earneſt, were 


extremely profane in their converſation. . Except then you 
ſuppoſe the Almighty is pleaſed with your being delighted 

1 b ſuch things, which would be blaſphemy to believe, why 
do you not, inſtead of enjoying them, imi tate the evil angels, 
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who believe his 1 | REY, uli for fear of them? 
1 | You muſt do ſo, here or hereafter; for“ he, who will not 
\ fear the wrath of God, muſt feel it. F 
Page 28. And be d——d to ye. A common expreſſion 
1 of Mr. Garrick's, in half jeſt, half earneſt. Fooliſh in the 
| form, and profane in the ſenſe of it. And yet common. 
What a character! But he would alſo ſay, on any occaſion, 
by G- d. One inſtance you give, vol. iii. page 225, And 
that Foote's language was larded with by G—d, and d——n 
ve, you give e proofs. And it is probable your own 
is alſo ; for you fay, vol. iii. page 162. on my receiving 
an uncivil anſwer, I ſaid, damn this Mrs. Proprietor.” And, 
page 32, 33. by a word which was fooliſh and indelicate, 
and by no means fit to be e or ignorantly 
mentioned in a public Theatre, Mr. Murphy, a player, was 
driven from his place, as he declared he trembled for me. 
But what ſort of chriſtians are ſuch? Chriſtians! Alas, Chriſt 
is reproached by them! But if they will be ſo called, it muſt 
be devil ehriſtians ;- for he that fenneih, ſaith St, John, ig f 
_ the dewil, 1 John iii. 8g. n 
Volume III. page 3, 4. Mrs. Rich was a methodiſt.“ 
Vou mean, I belle, one of Mr. Whitfield's people. Not 
that I ſuppoſe ſhe was a better chriſtian for Le at the 
ſhrine of nonſenſe and hypoeriſy.?” That Mr. Whitfield was 
a man of ſenſe and ſincerity is certain. And that he was a 
mean of much good England, Ireland, Scotland, and Ame- 
rica know. But how came you to bow at that ſhrine ? 
Mr. Foote, you ſay, page 27. was only a ſpy at Mr. Whit- 
| field's Academy, while I had been a zealot for ſome ſeaſons 
„before my encounter at Covent-Garden Theatre with Mr. 
Foote. It ſeems when you ſaw. that Foote's Minor brought 
him much money, you would take Mr. Whitfield off alf > 
and then you turned a railer.— Notwithſtanding their 
boaſted: inſpirations, if Methodiſt. preachers had a little re- 
flection, what muſt they think of daring to pronounce every | 
Theatre the devil's houſe, and all the players the devil's. chil- 
dren ?! If the Manager, as you ſay, muſt have a ſpice of 
the devil, and actors are agitated fiends or devils ; tres. 
are the devil's houſes, and actors the devil's children. And 
it is certain pious. people do not attend plays. Page 0. AN. 
that ſet, by the practice of morning drams from alehouſe to 
8 alehouſe, beſides every hour being employed in large libations 
þ with their friends, as they termed them, had, a, univer- 
| fal agreement one would ſuppoſe, almoſt all of them made 
their final exit to another world; i. e. the Portſmouth's com- 


| | pany of comedians killed e deu by drinking. You ſay, 
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page 157. Foote's income from Mr. Coleman was not leſs 
than ſixteen hundred a year, beſides profits on the nights he 
acted, yet I have been informed he had not effects by any 
means equal to the payment of his debts. © Surely ſome 
people pay dear for their diverſions, when oneplayer is ſo well 
paid! But how will ſuch waſters of their money, and abuſers. C 
of themſelves by it anſwer, to the Almighty, in the day of | 
account ?— It ſhocks me to have related an'account of fo | 
many ſtage ſtruck geniuſes of birth and talents, that have fallen a 
ſacrifice to grinning poverty, and incurred neglect and igno- 
miny with great incomes.” Page 25. It will be here 
ſcornfully, and perhaps too juſtly remarked, by unforgivin 
. zealots, what ſtrange diſſipated creatures low players are! 
It may; and refleQing that every profeſſion has its degrees 
and ſingularities,” does not palliate players killin — 
with drinking. Bat what ſtate of mind muſt ſuch murderers 
of themſelves be in? Alas, if drunkards Pull not inherit the 
| kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 10, muſt they not have the king- 
dom of the devil? And not only thoſe; who become ".H 
1 or murder themſclves by drinking, -are drunkards, but they 
| _ alſo who drink more than their conſtitution requires, through 
love to ftrong liquor; which, it ſeems, was your caſe, page 
1348. when your © ſpirits were great, and not aided, but 
rather leſſened by too much juice of the grape. Now drink- 
_ too much, abſtracted from its abuſe of the body, is ſinful in 
itſelf, waſtes man's. temporal talent, corrupts his ſoul; gives 
dais body an aſcendency over it, and diſqualifies him from 
ging ſpiritual duties. But though, as a player, it is 
Probable, ſpiritual duties make no part of your creed and 
conduct; yet, when the ſcene of life cloſes, (it ſhould be be- 
Fore!) you will ſee that fearing, loving, delighting in, pray- 
ang to, 4a, thanking, and living, m all things, to the 
Honour of the Lord, and labouring for your own and other 
perſons ſpiritual profit are the principal duties of life ; and 
that ſenſual indulgences, idle ſongs, exceſſive laughter, and 
a devotion to what does not tend to promote ſalvation are 
no duties, but ſinful and deſtructive things. | 
Page 4. To make a complete actor requires more requi- | 
ſites to univerſally excel than almoſt any profeſſion whatever. 
The amazing powers of a Garrick, a Barry, a Mrs. Cibber, 
and a Mrs. Siddons, and many others, is evidently the hand 
of God. He alone could give the finiſh to ſuch intrinſic 
merit. A profeſſion's requiring many requiſites to excel in 
it, is no proof that it is good, and that the“ Almighty in- 
tended thoſe requiſites . for that very end,” To do ſome 
evils requires many requiſites. Many have ſhewn amazing 
powers in writing romances, lewd poems, idle ſongs, in coin- 


ö 
: 
** 0 a. „ , — 
8 * . — . 5 — 
- 


— 


K* 


» 99 2 


nie 


ing, forging, and, like Geo. Boreinton; in picking pockets, 
: — I bs chore you ſay, of players, — the Almi 50 | 
intended to ſhew the world,” thereby, the higheſt pitch of | 
_ admiration the human frame can aſpire to; yet if you ſay, 
he deſigned to do ſo by evil arts, you are extremely profane. 
A great genius then, the ground of great actions, is a power 
which may be applied, in general, to any purpoſe: And 


therefore, though it is granted that natural genius © is'the | 
. hand” or work of God, the way of employing it is man's 


part, and may be either right or wrong. And when wrong, | 
it is abuſing his gifts, and turning them to his diſhonour, |} 


and the deſtruction of the abuſer and others. David and 


Solomon were great poetical and muſical geniuſes; and, while | 
they remained pious men, they employed their powers in 
- praiſing the Lord, and — his wonderful works, to 


make others praiſe him alſo. Rocheſter, being an impious 
man, proſtituted his powers to lewd purpoſes. And while 
you was piouſly diſpoſed, you uſed your powers in acts of 


piety; but when plays had made you impious, you abuſed 


them to idle and evil ends. Milton, Newton, Boyle, Locke, 
Nelſon, Voung, and many more great men, being, at leaſt 
in their late days, well diſpoſed, uſed their abilities to pro- 
mote piety. Shakeſpear, whom vou call * a hoſt,” cer- 
-tainly never gave proof of being a pious man; and therefore | 
ſhewed his powers in robbing a park, and lampooning the 
proprietor of it by a farivical ſong. And when, to eſcape | 
- juſtice, he ran to London, where he had neither money, | 
friends, nor buſineſs, he, after a while, by the uſe of his | 


powers, became a dexterous horſs-holder at the play-houſe 


door. After that, he devoted his powers to write plays. 
And when he had made his fortune, returned to Stratford, 
and uſed them to divert his aſſociates, &c. Foote, who was 
extremely profane, ee, wers to get money, and 


to ſpend it in a ſenſually ſinful way. Garrick, being an 


-ungodly man, uſed his powers to get money, and to keep it; 
for you ſhew that he was ſo covetous as ſcarcely to be honeſt. 
Hence it appears that men, generally, uſe their rational and 
animal powers in ways which agree with their pious or im- 
pious diſpoſition. And as practically pious men have not 
uſed their powers in plays, and practically impious ones have; 
and as plays neither tend to the Lord's praiſe, nor man's ſpi- 
ritual profit, it proves the Lord never deſigned theſe powers 


to be thus employed. In ſhort, men are free- agents, and 


may do as they plaiſe till they die; and then they muſt do 
as the Lord 1 we by being rewarded or puniſhed as they 
have ſerved, or ſinned againſt him. eee 

FEage 5. Speaking of the methodiſts, you ſay, O ye ſaintis 
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of your own ereating A L469 to you. Mark! Judge 
not plays and players, leſt ye be judged. Now plays having 
a direct tendency to deſtroy religion and | morality, as 18 
evident from your own eaſe and that of many others, theß 
may be juſtly judged to be evil and dangerous things; and 
players, being the promoters of them, are evil and dange rous 
men. — Vet you ſay, page 259. the whole body of actors 
- ſhould not be condemned becauſe a few are unconvertable.”” 
I wiſh: you could ſhew one actor of whom it could be ſaid, 
that he or ſhe lived ſoberly, rizhteoully, and godly.— And 
though you ſay, page 151, it is not, yet it 15 ſome “ argu- 
ment againſt the ſtage to. affirm, that the morals. of ſome of 
its profeſſors have been tainted. by it,“ becauſe that is the na- 
tural effect of it; which differs diametr;cally from“ the evil 
and perverſe inclination's extracting malignity from a Howard, 
a Hanway, a Maſon,” that being contrary. to their reachings* 
| tendency. And to confirm the incompatibleneſs of piety and 
plays, I cite the following fact: A tew years ago, when I 
Was at Worceſter, a young woman, belonging to the Bath 
company of comedians, came there on a viſit; and by hear- _ 
ing religious converſation, and the methodiſt preaching, ſhe: 
ot a concern for her ſalvation, and could not, for conſcience 
e, return to the ſtage. She requeſted her manager to releaſe 
her. He refuſed, remonſtrated, and threatened a proſecution. 
But ſhe perſiſted. However, after learning, from others, that 
ſhe acted from principle, he did releaſe her. Now this would 
be the caſe, with all actors, if they ſaw the want and worth 
of ſpiritual things, and would have them. . | 
Page 6. That the principal performers of conventicles 
love to follow the ſmell of a theatre is evident, by their par- 
ticularly conſecrating thoſe unhallowed ſhops, and thinking 
them envious ſituations to practice their love-feaſts in Put 
out the light, and then.“ Methodiſts, like our Lord and his 
apoſtles, preach wherever they can have a congregation, be- 
lieving that places have neither good nor evil in them, but 
what 1s brou ght by thoſe who aſſemble there; and therefore 
their preaching in theatres is not, as hn ſuppoſe, becauſe 
they have a particular liking to them, but as a matter of ne- 
ceſſity or convenience. But when you ſay they find them 
envious places to practice their love-feaſts in, Put out the 
light, and then;”” do you not mean that, at their love- feaſts, 
| they put out the light to commit lewdneſs ? This is the idea 
Which it muſt convey to every reader. Now I, who know | 
© the methodiſts better than you do, affizm that it is not ſo. I 
And I cannot but think you know eit is not. Or, however, 
| you do not know that it is. And then what a lying, baſe, 5 
Aanderous man muſt you be! O Wilkinſon! is this being, as | 
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'Fop boaſt, a faithful ilona Abe methodiſts, it ſeems, 
above all others, oppoſe your play proceedings; and ſo, to 
reproach them, you pay no regard to truth. I am ſorry for 
you. And ſurely, if you have common modeſty, the conſi- 
g deration of it will put you out of countenance among men! 
F But if immodeſty make you proof againſt them; the Moſt 
i High, in the hour of death, and in the day of judgment, wall 
be too hard for you. And the multitudes of methodiſts, con- 
cerned in this falſe and ſlanderous charge, may alſo be {watt 
witneſſes againft you in that awful day. It behoves you, then, 
$ either to retra& or prepare for your trial. 7 
Page 8. You ſay, though Mr. Weſley's diſcourſe was.** but 
"frothy ſtuff, it was much better, and more like reaſon than 
the damnation fo terribly thundered out, too often in fta 
invective; ſo much ſo, that if they were not hardened by the | 
familiarity of their own fire, brimſtone, and pitch-forks, if it 
thundered I ſhould fear leſs in a playhouſe than in the taberna- 
cle, particularly if near the preacher.” Hobbs, the philoſo- 
pher, whoſe creed and conduct differed little from atheiſm, if 
it thundered, would creep into any corner. And though vx 
live a laughing life; yet, it ſeems, thunder would make you |} 
| fear, whether in a play or preaching-houſe. Hobbs too, 
when he was dying, ſaid, «© he was taking a leap in the dark,” 
And, I fear, you have lived fo irreligiouſly as not to know, 
by a heaven of grace in your heart, that if our earthly houſe of 
"this tabernacle were difſolved, aue have a building of God, an 
houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, 2 Cor. v. 1. 
nor do you, I doubt, by a guilty conſcience, anticipate be 
Worm that dietb not, and the Fe that cannot be quenched, Mark 
Ix. 44. If then both heaven and hell are hid from you, and 
continue ſo, you too, at the cloſe of life, muſt go you know 
not whither,—And to ſhew that the damnation, fo terribly ! 
thundered out,” is not without cauſe, I will cite a few ſcrip- | 
tures : The wwick:d ſhall be turned int2 hell, with all the people | 
that forget God, Pſa. ix. 17. How can ye eſcape the damnation | 
.of hell, Mat. xxiii. 33. Fear him who is able to deftray body | 
and foul in hell, Mat. x. 28. And they that have dane evil S 
come to the reſurrefion of damnation, John v. 29. See too, | 
New. xxi. 8. and many other places. And what is fo proper, 
for careleſs ſinners, as to apprize them of their danger ? Surely 
the burning of ſoul and body, for ever, is not to be trifled 
with: And therefore men ſhould be willing to hear, fear, 
ſuffer, and do any thing, in this life, if lefs would not ſuffice, 
to avoid it. And he or ſhe is mad, who is more afraid of 
the ſound, than of the ſenſe of ſufferings. And ſo when you 
| ſay, page 27. Whitfield that day was dealing out damna- 
7 tion, firè, and brimſtone as cheerfully as if they were ſo many 


_ © bleflings;” his doctrine, Ly Wake? was well adapted to do 
good, as it is © our fears only, and not our reaſon, will bring 
conviction“ to many ſinners. Thoſe then who will not ſuffer 

themſelves to be awakened, by working upon their fear, with 
terrible objects, will, it is probable, ſleep on in fin till in hell 
they open their eyes; and then they muſt endure damnation. 
Let then the ſound be ſuffered, to eſcape the ſenſe of it. 
Page 13. Mr. Whitfield, you obſerve, ſaid, © One day the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury ſaid to Betterton (the player) pray 1 
inform me Mr. Betterton, what is the reaſon you actors on q 
the ſtage can affect your congregations with ſpeaking of things } 
' Imaginary, as if they were real, while we in the church ſpeak | 
of things real, which our congregations only receive as if they | 
were imaginary? Why, my Lord, the reaſon is plain, we 
actors on the ſtage, ſpeak of things imaginary, as if they were 
real, and you in the pulpit, ſpeak of things real, as if they 
were imaginary. Therefore added Whitfield, 1 will bawl, T 
will not be a velvet-mouth'd preacher.” Alas for the church! 
| It being now as it was then; for, as moſt of the miniſters are 
* ſpiritually dark, dead, dull, cold, careleſs, indolent, wicked, 
and erroneous, their preaching is unprofitable and prejudicial, 
and the people, in the ranks are ignorant of good and evil, 

| fafety and danger, live wickedly, and are as careleſs as if they 

had not ſouls to fave, nor a God to ſerve, and were not ferv- 

ing ſatan, nor in the high way to hell, But actors, for their 

| own temporal ends, are in earneft. Yet, as the general mat- 

| ter of their plays does not agree with chriſtian experience and 

Practice, and is often idle, obſcene, and profane, and the 
manner of them ludicrous, they only anſwer a ſpiritually evil 
end to their audiences. The only inſtance, I ever heard, of 
ee good by a playhouſe was this: A gentlewoman, of 
 *Froome, in Wiltſhire, told me, that when at Bath, ſhe went 
to the play; but being too ſcon, walked into the playhouſe 

| before the candles were lighted ; the darkneſs of which, as ſhe 

thought, made it the very image of hell; which ſo terrified 

her as to iſſue in a ſerious concern for her ſou], and ſhe never 

after went to a play. Seeing then that preachers, in general, 

by their ſoft, unaffecting, and often unapplicable and falfe 
ſermons, do no good, W., that players debauch the minds of 

many for money; Mr. Whitfield's reſolution, not be a vel- 5 BG 
vet-mouth'd preacher, was very proper. OT. £5 
Page 14. I cannot help noticing for the honour of the ſtage, 
that Mr. Whitfield could not have betrayed himſelf into a better 
ſt xy for its credit (his pointing out an intimacy between the 
Archbiſhop and Mr. Betterton). Credit's accruing to the 
ſtage, from this intimacy, depended on the propriety of it, 
as alſo did this, that for the actor he could not have given 
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a more ſubſtantial and revered authority ;” for if the Biſhop. 
ated out of character in being intimate with an actor, that 
intimacy gave no more authority to the actor, than the Iriſh _ 
Biſhop, who was hanged for an unnatural act, gave to the ſin 
\ of fodomy. And the ſacred office of a Biſhop Gtkers ſo much 
91 from the profane one of a player, as renders this kind of in- 
timacy improper, , pernicious to religion, and promotive of 
. And indeed it is clergy men's being, in the ge- 
neral, of bad morals, and unprofitable 1 that is the 
rincipal cauſe of the commonneſs of players. O church of 
ngland, who can ſufficiently lament thy caſe! Thy unalien- 
. able benefits are a bait to bad men, as thy reading ſervice 
\ 1s to the ignorant to enter thee ; and thus, like the Lord, 
thou ſuffereſt betwixt two thieves. How great the evil! | 
| I will conclude with a word of advice. What is it then, O 
ye players! that you aim at in acting? Are you all of the ma- 
nager's mind, who ſays, vol. iii. Page 22 5. I eyer was ready 
to graſp at a benefit and be touching the caſh.” If fo, What 
a magnet is money to actors! But have you no other end in 
view ? Our Lord ſays, one thing, another than getting money, 
is needful, Luke x. 42. This 1mplies ſaving the ſoul, ſerving” 
the Lord, and aflifting others ; which, being matters of the 
greateſt moment, ſhouid, far above all other things, be always 
done with the greateſt care and diligence. The firſt of them 
js ſo great, that if a man could gain the whole world, by 
1Io0ooſing his ſoul, he would be infinitely miſerable.” And ſerving” 
the Lord in holineſs and righteouſneſs, and aſſiſting others in 
temporal and ſpiritual things, are duties which cannot be left 
undone without an abſolute certainty, to all who die ſo, of 
ſaffering for ever. And your light, laughing, profane pro- 
ceeding differs ſo much from working out ſalvation with fear 
and trembling, Phi/. ii. 12. and doing your duty to the Lord 
and man, that I cannot, conſiſtently with wiſhing you well, 
encourage you to continue in it. And though, by preferring” 
your bodies to your ſouls, you may conſider it as cruel to ad- 
viſe you to quit your calling; yet living luxuriouſly in this 
world, by continuing to act, and wanting water to cool your 
tongue in hell, is a choice which none but mad men will 
make. Will you then, to anſwer theſe important ends, forſake 
a courſe of life which is inconſiſtent with them? Why ſhould * 
you not? Be bold in a good buſineſs ? Run the riſk of tem- 
. 5 poral loſs, for ſpiritual and eternal gain. To effect this, con- 
ſider how your ſoul, the Lord's ſervice, and your neighbeurs 
good have been neglected. See alſo that though you are alive 
to-day, you may be dead to-morrow. Look too at the length» 4 
of eternity, which millions of years will bring you no ned 


the end of, Will you then, for any carthly thing, be miſer- N 
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able for ever? O prevent it by 15 8 the preſent moment well, 
leſt it be your laſt! Now repent, reform, believe in Chriſt, 
pray for, and obtain pardon, peace, and purity from the Lord, 
that you may live to his glory by fearing, loving, truſting, 
and hoping in him; by praiſing him for what he is, thanking 
him for Sar he does, and praying to him for what he has 
promiſed ; and by ſpeaking and acting, in all things, with a 
deſign to pleaſe him. Be ambitious too, in imitation of the 
Almighty, to promote men's temporal and ſpiritual welfare; 
and not, as you did before, ſatan like, to deſtroy them. 
And what do you, who attend on, and ſpend your money 
in ſupporting players, intend thereby ? 'The great ends, al- 
ready mentioned, concern you as well as the actors. Can 
you then ſincerely ſay, that you mean, thereby, to ſecure your 
ſalvation, ſerve the Lord, and help others to heaven? It you 
cannot, how will you anſwer, to the Almighty, for the want 
of a right intention, and for ſo much waſte of your time and 
talents? Have plays enlightened your minds to ſee, diſpoſed 
your wills to chooſe, and engaged your affections to embrace 
religious things ? Have they helped you to taſte and ſee, in- 
wardly and ſpiritually, how good the Lord is in his ſaving 
benefits? And can you, in conſequence, call the Lord your 
father, delight in his ſervice, and rejoice in hope of his king- 
dom? Alas! as plays cannot anſwer theſe ends, have they not _ 
rather blinded your minds, deadened your wills, and dulled 
your affections to divine things, . them of no value 
with you, ſet you againſt them, and made you live as if you 
had not ſouls to ſave, nor a God to ſerve, nor neighbours to 
aſſiſt? Whether then ſatan has taken perſonal poſſeſſion of you 
or not, (as we read he did of a chriſtian woman, in ancient 
days, who went to a play, and juſtified it by ſaying, he found 
her upon his own ground) ſignifies no more than whether the 
action, of going to plays, will damn or not, ſeeing ſatan's 
end is anſwered by plays preparing ſouls for perdition. But 
you muſt die. You may do ſo ſoon. Yea leech Is 
your heart, as a preparation for it, heavenly or earthly ? Will 
angels or devils welcome you to the next world ? Whether will 
heaven or hell be your place? Happineſs or miſery your per- 
petual portion? Are you prophets ? Can you foretel your 51. 
Or muſt you leap out of life in the dark? What! not know 
whither you are going? Alas, tis dangerous! Tis deſtructive ! 
Tis to leap into hell! Will you die fo ? Why ? That's bold ! 
Iis to en Can you endure it? How? O fave 
|. yourſelves from it! Hark! the Lord calls, turn ye, why will 
you die in fin? Obey, and be ble! with pardon, peace, purity ,? 
+ Bre aholy life, die r 128 5 wich the Lord forever. 
* . 


